sl HORAYOT 1

Mishnah Horayot, chapter 1

(1) If the court ruled to violate any one
of the commandments stated in the
Torah
intentionally, is punishable by karet,

[which, when transgressed

and liable a sin-offering when
transgressed  unintentionally] and
[according to the view of Rabbi

Yehudah] an individual went and acted
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their
regardless, whether they acted and he

in error based on ruling, "33 770 XPY "39n ,2°0 77 W 0N
acted along with them, or they acted and he acted after them, or if they did not
act [upon the ruling] but he did act, he is exempt, because he relied upon a ruling
of the court [the halachah does not follow this view and in fact only when most
of Israel follows an erroneous ruling are they exempt and the court is liable a 9
127 0%¥7— an offering brought because some matter was hidden from the eyes
of the congregation (see Leviticus 4:13), however, in a case where most of Israel
did not follow such a ruling, rather it was an individual, or individuals, who erred
and transgressed unintentionally they would be liable a sin-offering]. However,
if when the court issued this [erroneous] ruling one of them who knew that they
have erred, or a disciple who himself would be capable of deciding matters of
law, proceeded and acted according to their [erroneous] ruling, regardless,
whether they acted and he acted along with them, or they acted and he acted after
them, or if they did not act but he did act, he is liable [a sin-offering], since he

was not dependent upon the court [and knew better]. This is the general rule: One
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9 HORAYOT 1

[who has the knowledge and] who
[generally] relies on himself [even if in
this case his erroneous ruling conforms
with an erroneous ruling of the court
he] is liable [a sin-offering] but one
who [bases his erroneous ruling and]
relies on the court is exempt.
(2) If the court ruled [and a majority
their then
discovered that they have erred and

followed ruling] and

withdrew their ruling, regardless, of
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whether they had already brought their

[727 0%¥11 78] sin-offering, or whether they did not bring their sin-offering, and
one [who was not aware of the second corrected ruling] proceeded and acted
according to the [previous erroneous] ruling — Rabbi Shimon exempts, but
Rabbi Eliezer says: [Since before he ruled he should have asked if there were
any updates] it is doubtful. Which case is regarded as doubtful? If he was at
home, he is liable [an %N OWX — doubtful guilt-offering], but if he went
overseas [and could not have heard the updated ruling] he is exempt. Said Rabbi
Akiva: I agree that a person [who is about to depart overseas] in such a case [he]
is closer to exemption than to liability. Ben Azzai said to him: In what way is
this one different than the one who sat at home? Since one who sat in his house
is in a position to hear the facts while the other [the one who is overseas] was

not in a position to hear the facts.
(3) If a court ruled to uproot an entire principal [of law], for example, [they ruled
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that] there is no niddah law in the
Torah, or that there are no Shabbat
laws in the Torah or, that there are no
idolatry laws in the Torah — they are
exempt [from bringing a sin-offering].
But if they ruled that a part [of a
commandment] was to be annulled and
a part retained, they are liable. How
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relations with a woman [who should

be] observing one day against another, is exempt [and in reality, the law is that,
a woman who had a flow, after her seven day niddah cycle, should wait one clean
day for every day of zavah flow before immersing, but the court based their
erroneous ruling on the verse: “All the days of her flow” (Leviticus 15:26), hence
an issue sighted at night does not lead to a zavah status]. Or, that there are
Shabbat laws in the Torah, but if one carries from a private domain to a public
domain, he is exempt, or, that there are laws against idolatry in the Torah, but
one who bows [to an idol] is exempt — they are liable [127 82y 79 sin-offering],
for Scripture states: “[If the entire community of Israel commits a sin] because
some matter was hidden [from the eyes of the congregation” (Leviticus 4:13)]
some matter [causes liability] but not [if they rule erroneously on] the entire

matter.
(@) If the court ruled [erroneously] and one of them knew that they erred and said
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to them: You are mistaken, or if the
most distinguished judge of the court
was not present [at the time of the
ruling], or if one of them was a
convert, or a mamzer, or a natin [who
are disqualified from being judges], or
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erroneous ruling] (Leviticus 4:13), and 72 X2 777 771227 .79 PX°2n ,07°D
it says: “Congregation” further on

[“Then the Congregation shall judge” Numbers 35:24], just like the Congregation
mentioned further on refers to men who must all be capable of deciding [capital]
matters of law, so too, Congregation here, refers to men who must all be capable
of deciding [capital] matters of law. If the court issued a[n erroneous] ruling
unintentionally, and all the people acted accordingly unintentionally, they bring
a bull. If the court ruled intentionally [in error] and the people acted accordingly,
unintentionally, they [each person] bring a she-lamb or a she-goat [as a
sin-offering]. If the court ruled unintentionally and the people [knew better, yet]
acted intentionally they [both the court and the people] are exempt [the court is
exempt since the people transgressed willingly and not because they relied on the
court and the people are exempt since sin-offerings do not atone for intentional

transgressions).

(5) If the court issued an erroneous ruling, and all the people or a majority of
them, acted accordingly, they bring the [aforementioned] bull [stated in
Leviticus], but [if the court issued an erroneous ruling] for idolatry, they bring a
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bull and a goat [as stated in Numbers
15:22-24]; these are the words of
Rabbi Meir. Rabbi Yehudah says:
[Each tribe on its own is referred to as
a Congregation thus when the verse
states: “If the entire community of
Israel commits a sin because some
matter was hidden from the eyes of the
congregation” it refers to the tribes,
rather than to the court, and thus] the
twelve tribes bring twelve bulls, and
for adolatry, they bring twelve bulls,
and twelve goats. Rabbi Shimon says:
Thirteen bulls, and in the case of
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idolatry, thirteen bulls and thirteen

goats — a bull and a goat for each tribe, and a bull and a goat for the court. If
the court issued an erroneous ruling, and seven tribes [a majority of the tribes],
or a majority of them [i.e., of Israel though not a majority of tribes], acted
accordingly, they [the court] bring a [127 8271 78] bull and in the case of idolatry
they bring a bull and a goat; these are the words of Rabbi Meir. Rabbi Yehudah
says: The seven tribes that sinned bring seven bulls, and the rest of the tribes
which did not sin, bring a bull on their account, because even those who did not
sin must bring [offerings] on account of those who sinned [thus twelve bulls are
brought in total]. Rabbi Shimon says: Eight bulls, and in the case of idolatry they

XT1IV721 77727 1327
I8 DK7Y MOIRA NI T 0K LMY N8 DINTANR T TAYAY o Yapn
T2PW RMW MY SI9KT Myam %3 DK wyn X9 uwn a1 YW nwasa MK e
MAWH TNWYA TV YN OK M QY OW) DN 2N, TR T mIK T, N 93 T
SIPIT 127IpM KT 120 N7 ,NRLAY TAXK DY PYWT A0 195 X 9pA 12 18 i 93w
nNW1a 7% 5w KT YWY D0 TV 93 W 11 ,MMY KW NwA KIpMa MK D
7207 LINYANR DIAW 271 51T T T ,ONIR DK T 1A% i Sipn LT rmay
W) 20T .00 A7 ST Hpa vBwT Ty (3,2 717T) MKW YR PR vaw vaw 93
TYUA N9 KA DAYR KOK DDA SW Dryws 09 0M93nNn AIRMT WMWY 1A PRY
ORI AN 217 IR YR LM [T 57YR OWAw 5w an 211 onw DWAW VAW :nnyyd
ARW 93 KEAN SKIWT 210 KIM TN VAW WY 190K DAY P DI PTY 57K



N HORAYOT 1

bring eight bulls and eight goats — a
bull and a goat for each tribe [that
sinned] and a bull and a goat for the
court. If the court of one tribe issued
an erroneous ruling and that tribe
acted accordingly [thus there is no
majority of tribes nor a majority of
Israel], that tribe is liable while the rest
of the tribes are exempt; these are the
words of Rabbi Yehudah. But the
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Sages say: There is no liability except [when a majority of Israel transgresses] as

the result of a ruling of the High Court [of seventy one]; because it states: “If the

entire community of Israel commits a sin” (Leviticus 4:13) and not the
community of one tribe.
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