i) EDIYOT 2

Mishnah Eiduyot, chapter 2

(1) Rabbi Hanina, the segan of the
priests [deputy High Priest], testified
concerning four things: Throughout all
their days, the priests never refrained
from burning flesh which had been
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defiled by an “offspring” of defilement
[secondary defilement] with flesh
which had been defiled by an av
[primary
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although [when they would touch each

other] they [thereby] increased its impurity with [a higher degree of] impurity.
Rabbi Akiva added and said: Throughout all their days, the priests never
refrained from lighting oil [of terumah] which had been rendered unfit by a tevul
yom [i.e., the least degree of defilement] in a [metal] lamp defiled by one who
had been defiled by a corpse [the highest degree of defilement; a metal vessel is
unique in that it acquires the same level of defilement as that of the object or
person that defiled it], although they [thereby] increased its impurity with a

[higher degree of] impurity.
(2) Rabbi Hanina the segan of the priests said: Never in my life have I seen skin
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go to the place of burning [i.e., after it
though the
disqualification was present before the
flaying]. Rabbi Akiva observed: We
learn from his words that if one flays

was flayed, even

a firstborn [even a blemished firstborn,
which is permitted for eating only
died
naturally even its skin must be buried]
and it is found to be treifah, [though

through its slaughter, if it

2 PR NIy 87

™17 X3P Y MR X7 m O0Ian
AITR? TR RIPY 027 M DT
MY 7D RIMI 71027 NN LYY
WRY X? L DMIR oRIm M2 o°aen
X X D nha% Ry XPR AN K
T D20 TE2 Y 192 BY T KA
30121 1927 °33 727 iR MM NN 1Y 13
2107 Ay X271 ,0°mN0 00K 1T 20232
ST ADX 72TT DY aTRm oman
NX 2ni2 YR Av3 DX NINiD TWRY

this disqualification occurred before it

was even slaughtered, which, in effect, tells us that there was no valid slaughter
and it should be considered as though having died naturally, still since this was
only discovered after its being flayed] the Kohanim have a right to its skin. But
the Sages maintain: “I have never seen” is not a proof [since it does not disprove
anything]; rather, it [the skin] must go to the place of burning [since it was

disqualified before it was flayed].

(3) He also testified regarding a small village in the vicinity of Jerusalem in which
there was an old man who used to lend to all the villagers and write out [the loan
documents] in his own handwriting and others signed it [as witnesses], and when
the fact was brought before the Sages, they permitted this [even though the
document was written by the creditor, who was an interested party]. Hence,
incidentally, you learn that a wife may write her own bill of divorce [and have
valid witnesses sign it], and the husband may write his own receipt [i.e., the
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document where the woman renounces
her right to collect her ketubah
payment] and have [valid] witnesses
sign it; for the legality of a document
depends only on those who sign it.
And [he also testified] concerning a
needle [which had been defiled by a
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corpse] which was found in the flesh

[of a sacrifice, in the Temple Courtyard which was regarded as public domain],
that the knife and the hands [which had been employed on the flesh] are pure
[because it is doubtful whether they touched the needle, and a doubtful
defilement arising in a public domain is considered to be pure], but the flesh itself
is impure [because it certainly touched the needle], and if it was found in the
excrement, all are pure [because it may be assumed that the flesh also did not

touch the needle].

(4) Rabbi Yishmael stated three things before the Sages in the vineyard at Yavneh.
[The academy was referred to as the vineyard because the Sages sat in rows
resembling a vineyard.] Concerning an egg which was beaten and placed on
vegetables of terumah, that it acts as a medium [so that if a tevu/ yom [one who
was defiled who immersed in a mikvah before nightfall and waits until nightfall
to be totally purified and is equivalent to one defiled to the second degree] comes
in contact with the egg, the vegetables become unfit, even though an egg cannot
be set aside as terumah, and a tevul yom does not defile non-consecrated food],
but if it was in the form of a helmet [inflated with air inside, so that the air

NTI0721 7°721Y 1329
PRW N33 S WK 1% a%mw 1% quw AN AR 2 nmn w0yl Lo
OYAwa 7397 LAT 0P N0 TPV O VAT SY DIMNMT DTV MnIna XOX van anp
A NRPLIY 1A VITW LB DI WK T ana Kimw D Sy K w12 ohinn 0ews
DOINT 17307 1KY OK DTN 730 712 Y11 OK pEDT 1TV 1K 120w WP w33 NKYNN
TINIIY PHOT.AIRMIL VY 719 W2 0¥ MWD 1T iTIVAW K3 0207 MwH3 fIXmIL pavT Py
TYAVIW DWTR NAA IR AN/ LRIV 12 7TV IKTIT KDDL WA 170 P50 0700 Mwa
KD KT DM TNIRA IRV 92pY WA wanw 1hY memw fpwn v v hwS o A
KIM2VI N7 Ipwn 93T TATYA DINALAN N33 DNIK YT 8 DY X1 KDY W1 T KD 190
791K K9T1.07M10 DI KL WA KT KIWP 1K1 IR\DIV 92pY WA DK won X127
SV MNWAY wIpna 0T NRDIY PR 97T T KWwp KO KT 13773 DT DK PRARVAE R0
VIDIT 1T 0733 RN YW M MY Pawr Paw .52 T wipna ma m KS o nRaw
VY ANNN T PRSI 1AYAT 1AYNw Tavpa 810N v Sy cmam Sw e nw



@) EDIYOT 2

intervenes between the egg at the area
of contact and the vegetables], it does
not act as a medium. And concerning
an ear of grain in the harvested section
[which had been forgotten], the top of
which reached the standing grain. If it
can be reaped together with the
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poor [see Deuteronomy 24:19]. And

concerning a small [fenced in] garden surrounded by [five or more hanging]
espalier vines, that if it has space for the grape-gatherer and his basket on one
side [a space of two amot], and space for the grape-gatherer and his basket on
the other side [i.e., a minimum area for the entire garden of four amot square],
it may be sown with seed [but must be planted a minimum of six fefahim from
the vine]; but if not, it may not be sown with seed [because the prohibition of

kilayim in Deuteronomy 22:9 applies to it].

(5) They stated three things before Rabbi Yishmael, and he neither prohibited nor
permitted them; but Rabbi Yehoshua ben Matya explained them [in which cases
they are prohibited, and in which they are permitted]. If a person cuts [or
squeezes an opening in] an abscess on the Sabbath, he is liable if this was done
to make a [permanent] opening to it [as 71312], but exempt, if it was to draw out
the pus [the cutting of the opening is then a labor performed not for its own sake,
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and is, therefore, permitted]; and
concerning a person who hunts a snake
on Shabbath: that

occupied so that it would not bite him,

if he was thus

he is exempt [because the catching is
not the real purpose of the labor and
hence is not a labor performed not for
its own sake], but [if he did this] so
that he might use it as medicine, he is
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liable; and concerning ironiat cooking

pots [these were earthenware that were initially made circular like a ball, then
fired in an oven, and then sliced in half, so as to have two vessels], that they
do not contract defilement when under the same roof-space as a corpse [before
splitting them, since there is no opening to them, there is no inner air to serve as
the viaduct for the defilement], but become impure if they are carried [or moved]
by a zav [a person who had an issue]. Rabbi Elazar the son of Zadok says: also
if they are carried [or moved] by one who has an issue they remain pure, because

they are not completely finished [and therefore, are not considered utensils].

(6) Rabbi Yishmael stated three things, and Rabbi Akiva disagreed with him: If
garlic, unripe grapes, or unripe ears of grain were crushed [and one placed heavy
stones on them to further extract their juice] while it is yet day [on Friday], Rabbi
Yishmael says: They may finish [the crushing process] after it grows dark [i.e.,
he may leave the stones there, and though the Rabbis prohibited juice flowing
from produce on its own on Sabbath, lest one come to squeeze juice a labor
Biblically prohibited, here, however, since if one squeezed crushed garlic, or
crushed unripe, fruit the juice would eventually flow out on its own, and thus
would not be a Biblical prohibition, they allowed the use of the juice which flows
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from them on Sabbath]. But Rabbi
Akiva says: They may not finish [the
general law prohibting self flowing
juice on Sabbath is applicable here as
The halachah follows Rabbi
Yishmael].
(7) They stated three things before
Rabbi Akiva; two, in the name of

well.

Rabbi Eliezer and one, in the name of
Rabbi Yehoshua. Two, in the name of
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Rabbi Eliezer: A woman may go out

[in a public domain on the Sabbath, adorned] with a “city of gold” [a gold
ornament with a representation of the city of Jerusalem usually worn by
distinguished women and we do not fear that a distinguished woman will remove
it to show people and carry in a public domain]; and those who fly pigeons are
unfit to give testimony [since these birds are used for wagering purposes; or,
because they are used as decoys to lure away other pigeons a moral equivalent
to stealing]. And one in the name of Rabbi Yehoshua: If there was a [dead]
creeping thing (see Leviticus 11:29) in the mouth of a weasel when it walked
over loaves of ferumah, and it is doubtful whether it [the dead creeping thing]
touched them or did not touch them, the doubtful remain pure [for any doubt

regarding a moving defilement is regarded as pure].

(8) Rabbi Akiva stated three things; regarding two, they [the Sages] agreed with
him, and concerning one, they disagreed with him. Regarding a lime burner's
sandal [meant only for the protection against burning his feet from the lime, but
not for walking], that it is liable to become defiled from midras impurity [as do
shoes]. [Midras or pressure impurity, — anything upon which a zav or zavah is
supported, stands, sits, lies, or leans upon.] And regarding the remains of a
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[broken cylindrical earthenware] oven
[that was cemented to the floor, and
that became impure while still whole],
that they must be four [cubits high in
order to retain the impurity; but if less,
they become pure, like the fragments
of a broken vessel], while they [the
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Sages] used to say: [They must be]

three [cubits high] and they [now] conceede to him. And regarding one thing they
disagreed with him, regarding a stool from which two of its seat slats, one next
to the other [the slats forming the seat], had been removed, which Rabbi Akiva
pronounces liable to [midras] impurity [since the chair may still support within
it, fruit], but the Sages declare not liable to impurity [since it can no longer

support someone sitting on it, it is considered a broken vessel].

9) He used to say: The father merits [and transmits] to his son beauty, strength,
wealth, wisdom, and years [i.e., long life] and the [reward for actions performed
by a] number of generations preceding him [i.e., there are times when the Holy
One, blessed be He, promises to give a reward to his seed to the third or fourth
generation], that he [because of the merit of his righteous father] shall become
their appointed end. As it says: “Calling the generations from the beginning.”
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(Isaiah 41:4) Although it is says: “And
they shall serve them, and they shall
afflict them four hundred years,”
(Genesis 15:13) yet [because of the
merit of our father Abraham] it also
says: “And in the fourth generation
they shall return back here, again”
(ibid. verse 16).
(10) He [Rabbi Akiva] also used to say:
There are five things [that last] twelve
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months:  the judgment of the AP2W2 Naw T MRIY NIV T
generation of the Flood [continued]

twelve months [compare Genesis 7:11 with 8:14]; the judgment of Iyov
[continued] twelve months [“Months of emptiness” (Job 7:3) is interpreted as
meaning a full twelve months]; the judgment of the Egyptians [continued] twelve
months [the events in Exodus 4:12 took place in the month of Iyar, while the
Exodus took place twelve months later, in Nisan]; The judgment of Gog and
Magog (see Ezekiel 38:2) in the time to come [will continue] twelve months; the
judgment of the wicked in Gehinom [continues] twelve months, as it says: “And
it will be from one month until its [same] month [and one Sabbath to its Sabbath
shall all flesh come to bow down to the ground before Me says the Lord”, Isaiah
66:23-24]. Rabbi Yohanan ben Nuri says: [As long as] from Passover to Shavuot
[49 days], for it says: “And from one Sabbath until its [next] Sabbath” [both

Passover and Shavout are referred to as Sabbath].
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