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Mishnah Middot, chapter 2

(1) The Temple mount [which was
surrounded by a wall] was five
hundred cubits by five hundred cubits.
The greater part of it[s empty space]
was on the south side, [the] second
[most empty space] to it was on the
east, the third [most empty space] was
on the north and the least [empty
space] was on the west. The place
which contained the majority [of bare
land] was the area that was utilized the
most.

) All those who entered the Temple
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mount entered by the right and went

around [to the right] and departed to the left except for one who had something
happen to him [in which case] he entered and went round to the left. [As a result
he was asked] why are you going around to the left, [if he responded] because I
am a mourner they would say to him: May He Who dwells in this House comfort
you. If he said because I was excommunicated, they said to him: May He Who
dwells in this House inspire them to befriend you again, these are the words of
Rabbi Meir. Said Rabbi Yose to him: You you are inferring that they treated him
unjustly. What then should they say? May He Who dwells in this House inspire
you to listen to the words of your colleagues so that they may be befriend you

again [the halachah follows this view].

(3) Within it [i.e., after entering the surrounding wall of the Temple mount] there
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was the [lattice-like] soreg [fence] ten
handbreadths high [which led to and
surrounded the Azarah]. There were
thirteen breeches in it; these were
originally made by the kings of Greece
[the
triumphed] they repaired them and

and when Hashmenoim
they enacted that [when one comes
across them they should prostrate
themselves and give thanks for the
defeat of Greece and] that [up to]
thirteen prostrations should be made
[if one came across all of them].
Within this [after going past the soreg]
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was the [empty space referred to as

the] heil, which was ten cubits [wide which completely surrounded the Azarah].
There were twelve steps there [that led to the woman's court]. The height of each
step was half a cubit and its height was half a cubit. [So too,] all the steps in the
Temple were half a cubit high with a height of half a cubit except those of the
antechamber [as will be described in chapter 3]. All the doorways in the Temple
were twenty cubits high and ten cubits broad except those of the antechamber
[which were forty cubits high and twenty cubits wide]. All the doorways had
doors in them except those of the antechamber [which had a curtain]. All the
gates there had upper lintels except that of the Tadi which had two stones leaning
on each other [in the shape of a tepee]. All the original gates were changed for
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gates of gold except the gates of
Nikanor because of the miracle which
was wrought to them. [When Nikanor
returned from Alexandria with his
copper doors a storm threatened to
sink the ship and the sailors threw one
of the doors overboard when they
attempted to do the same to the second

2 P M 205

AR W) .03 172 AYIY vaen iRl
Y 0PN 02 T 2R 1YY 38
TI2Y e Pnon yan ,oonial i 0w
MY 97 UXI2 Iy 7197 DX s
1T NYw3 230 PY innsa axim namm
KD TR AT owm oy 7T
2nm owow nxn 2 By winm owu
70 POYEPR YIWI TP nidv? yam)

door he tied himself to it saying throw

me in as well, at that point the storm suddenly abated, when they reached harbour
they found that the first door miraculously floated alongside the ship.] Some say,

however, it was because its copper gleamed [like gold].
@) All the walls [in all the buildings] of the Temple were [very] high [allowing
doorways twenty cubits high] except for the eastern wall [of the Temple mount],
so that the priest who burned the red heifer while standing on the top of the
Mount of Olives [to the east of the Temple mount] might by directing his gaze
carefully see the door of the Heikhal at the time of the sprinkling of its blood
[without being blocked by a high wall, thus keeping the verse: “And sprinkle of
its blood toward the Tent of Appointment” (Numbers 19:4, see Rashi there).

(5) The women's courtyard was a hundred and thirty-five cubits long [from east
to west] by a hundred and thirty-five cubits wide [from north to south]. It had
four chambers in its four corners, each of forty cubits. They had no roofs and so
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they will be in the future, as it says:
“Then he brought me forth into the
outer court and caused me to pass by
the four corners of the court and
behold in every corner of the court
there was a court. In the four corners
of the court there were smoked courts”
(Ezekiel 46:21,22), and smoked means
that [the
meaning,] they did not have roofs. For

smoke rose up freely,

what were they used? The southeastern
one was the chamber of the nazirites
where the nazirites used to boil their
peace-offerings and shave their hair

The
wood

and throw it under the pot.
northeastern one was the

chamber where priests who had a
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physical defect [and were disqualified
from performing other rituals] would
pick out the wood which had worms,
every piece that had a worm in it was disqualified from the altar. The
northwestern one was the chamber of the lepers [where the lepers would immerse
in the mikvah there on their eighth day of purity]; The southwestern one, Rabbi
Eliezer ben Yakov said: [Regarding this one] I forgot what it was used for. Abba
Shaul says: They used to store oil and wine there and it was called the oil storage
chamber. It [the woman's courtyard] originally had been bare [without any
surrounding wall] but subsequently they surrounded it with a balcony so that the
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women could look on from above
while the men were below and thus
they would not mix together [while
watching the simhat bet hashoeva
celebrations on Sukkot]. Fifteen steps
led from it to the Courtyard of Israel
[it being seven and a half cubits higher
than the  womans  courtyard]
correlating to the fifteen [mbyrzn i/
— songs of] ascents mentioned in the
book of Psalms. The Levites used to
chant Psalms on these [stairs]. They
were not rectangular rather they were
[semi]circular like the half of a
threshing floor.
6) There were chambers underneath
the Court of Israel which [were level
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with and] opened up into the Court of

women where the Levites used to store lyres, lutes and cymbals and all kinds of
musical instruments. The Court of Israel was a hundred and thirty-five cubits in
length [from north to south] and eleven wide [from east to west]. There were
beams extending out of the Azarah walls] to indicate the separation between the
Court of Israel and the Court of the priests. Rabbi Eliezer ben Yakov says:
[Before entering the Court of the priests] there was a step a cubit high [spanning
the entire 135 cubit length of the Court of Israel which separated the two courts
and] on which was placed a platform and this had three steps each half a cubit
[high]. In this way the court of the priests was made two and a half cubits higher
than that of the court of Israel. The entire Azarah [from the Court of Israel until
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the empty eleven cubit space behind
the holy of holies, from east to west]
was a hundred and eighty-seven cubits
long by a hundred and thirty-five wide,
and [the] thirteen prostrations [for one
who completely rounded the Azarah
mentioned in Mishnah 3] were made
Abba
[maintains that there were thirteen

there. Yose ben Hanan
gates to the Temple courtyard and he]
says: They [the prostrations] were
thirteen
gates [as a gesture of thanksgiving for

the beauty of the Temple]. On the

made [when] facing [the]
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south, adjoining the west, there was  :D@ D77 7% X2 ,27y12 D301 .ioKnwn
the upper gate, the gate of burning, the

gate of the firstborn and the water gate [i.c., four gates]. And why was it called
the water gate? Because through it they brought in the pitcher of water for
libation on the Festival. Rabbi Eliezer ben Yakov says: In it the water welled up
and in the future they will flow from under the threshold of the Temple.
Corresponding to these, in the north adjoining the west, were the gate of
Yehoniah, the gate of the offering, the women's gate and the gate of song [another
four gates]. Why was it called the gate of Yehoniah? Because Yehoniah went out
through it to captivity. On the east was the gate of Nikanor it had two openings
near them one on the right and one the left [three gates], there were [an
additional] two gates in the west which had no name [thus a total of thirteen

gates].
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