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Mishnah Arakhin, chapter 3

(1) The law of valuation at times is

lenient, and at times is stringent. The

law of the field of possession [which a

person has inherited — see Leviticus

27:16-24] at times is lenient, and at

times, is stringent. The law concerning

a mu'ad [habitually damaging] ox that

has killed a slave at times is lenient,

and at times, is stringent. The law of

the violator (see Deuteronomy 22:28)

and seducer (see Exodus 22:15) and of

the slanderer (see Deuteronomy 22:19)

at times is lenient, and at times is stringent. “The law of valuation at times is

lenient, and at times, is stringent.” How so? It is all the same whether a person

has evaluated the fairest in Israel, or the most unattractive in Israel, regardless he

pays fifty sela [if the person valued was between twenty and sixty years old]. But

if he said: “I vow his worth,” he need pay only as much as he is [actually] worth.

(2) “The law of the field of possession at times is more lenient, and at times is

more stringent.” How so? It is all the same whether a person dedicates a field [to

the Temple] in the fields surrounding Mahoz [not choice property] or in the

[sought after] gardens of Sebaste, [if he would redeem it] he must pay fifty shekel

of silver for [every part of the field sufficient for] the sowing of a homer of barley
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(see Leviticus 27:16), but if [he

dedicated] “a field which he has

bought,” (see Leviticus 27:22) he must

pay what it is worth. Rabbi Eliezer

says: It is all the same whether it is a

field of possession, or one that he has

bought [regarding each, the

redemption price is fifty silver shekel

for each part of the field, sufficient for

the sowing of a homer of barley]. The

only difference between the field of

possession and that which he has

bought is the following: regarding a

field of possession he must pay the [added] fifth, while for a field that he has

bought he need not pay the added fifth [but only what it is worth].

(3) “The law concerning a mu'ad ox that has killed a slave [(see Exodus 21:29,)

the owner is responsible for the damage caused by his ox] at times is more

lenient, and at times, is more stringent.” How so? It is all the same whether it

killed the finest slave or the most unattractive slave, he must pay thirty sela. If

it killed a free man, he must pay what he is worth. If it wounded him, whether

one or the other [a slave or a free man], he must pay the damage in full.

(4) “The law of the violator and seducer at times is lenient, and at times, is

stringent.” How so? It is all the same whether a man violated or seduced a woman

from among the noblest of the priestly stock or the humblest in Israel, he must

pay fifty sela (see Deuteronomy 22:29). But compensation for shaming and for

:sqk lwy miynga mixery xneg rxf zia rwxwd z` dcete.eiey z` ozep dpwn dcyae

epiidc ,minc oipn `l` zqkn oi`e ,jkxrd zqkn z` odkd el ayge (fk `xwie) aizk dpwn dcyac

:qkn zenxde (`l xacna) xne` `ed oke ,dey `edy dn itkdcy cg`e dfeg` dcy cg`

.dpwns` ,aevw xac dfeg` dcya dn ,ayge dpwn dcya xn`pe ,ayge dfeg` dcya xn`p ixdy

:sqk lwy miynga mixery xneg rxf epiidc ,aevw xac dpwn dcyozep epi` dpwn dcyae

.ynegs` ,yneg siqen oi` oikxr dn ,oikxrl aezkd eyiwd ,jkxrd zqkn aizk dpwn dcyac

:xfril` iaxk dkld oi`e .yneg siqen oi` dpwn dcyb.eiey z` ozep oixeg oa zindaizkc

:wfip inc ,eytp oeict ozpe eilr zyei xtek m` (`k zeny).dfae dfa lag,oixeg oaa oia cara oia

:mly wfp mlyn ,ezind `lec.mbtdlera dgtyl dleza dgty oia ozil dvex mc` dnk oiny

`xephxan dicaer epax

Copyright © 2008 eMishnah.com All Rights Reserved. Excerpted from "The Mishnah: A New Integrated 
Translation and Commentary" Distributed by Israel Book Shop (732) 901-3009 

emish
nah.co

m



b wxt oikxrARAKHIN 3 13bi

:WIAzOde WIanddlwdl rx mW `ivFOA ©§©¥§©¦§©¥©¦¥¨§¨¥
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(ci xacna)`le minrR xUr df iz` EQpie ,©§©Ÿ¦¤¤¤§¨¦§Ÿ
:ilFwA ErnẄ§§¦

blemish is in accordance with [the

circumstances of] the one who shames

and of the one who suffered the

disgrace [in addition to the fifty sela,

the violator or seducer must also pay

for the shame and the blemish he

caused].

(5) “The law of the slanderer (see

Deuteronomy 22:13-19) at times is

lenient, and at times is stringent.” How so? It is all the same whether a man

slandered a woman from among the noblest of the priestly stock or the humblest

in Israel, he must pay one hundred sela. Consequently, the one who speaks with

his mouth suffers more than the one who commits an act [for if he had committed

the act itself with her, before she was married, he would pay only fifty sela]. We

also find that the judgment against our fathers in the wilderness was sealed only

because of their evil tongue, as it is said [regarding the spies]: “And they have

tried Me now these ten times and have not hearkened to My voice” (Numbers

14:22).
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