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Mishnah Hullin, chapter 9

1) The hide [which still has meat
connected to it though less than the
size of an egg], meat juice, spices, alal
[hard, white substance of the spine and
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throat], bones, sinews, horns and hoofs

[although all of these by themselves are not considered food, when they are
combined with, or connected to meat,] are included [to make up the minimum
quantity] for contracting the impurity of food [i.e., any one of these combines
with meat to together make up the size of an egg, which is the minimum quantity
to contract impurity, if it comes in contact with a dead, crawling creature. The
reason being that the hide, bones, horn and hoofs form a protection to the meat
and are considered to be one; regarding the other cases, they are eaten together
with the meat so they are considered to be one], but do not combine [to make up
together the size of an olive which is the minimum amount] for contracting the
impurity of mneveilah [carcass]. Similarly, if a man slaughtered a non-kosher
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[species of] animal for a gentile and it
still writhes convulsively [although
this animal may not be eaten by the
Jew since it is not kosher nor may it be
eaten by the gentile while it is still
convulsing as this is considered a limb
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n1 12]. Nevertheless, the act of shehitah by the Jew renders to the animal the
status of food and therefore,] it can contract the impurity of food, but it can only
contract the impurity of neveilah after it is dead [and no longer convulsing], or
its head has been chopped off [even if it convulses]. Thus [Scripture] has
included more cases that contract food impurity than those that contract neveilah
impurity. Rabbi Yehudah says: If many skins [which have a thin layer of meat
still connected to the skin] contain an olive-sized bulk [of meat] were collected
together in one place [and it was from a neveilah], one [who touched it and then
entered the Temple or ate consecrated meat] would thereby become liable [to the
prohibition of entering the Temple in a defiled state or eating consecrated meat

in a state of defilement].

2) In the following cases, the skin is considered flesh [in regard to conveying
impurity]: The skin of a [dead] man, the skin of the domestic pig [which has a
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very soft skin]. Rabbi Yose says: Even
the skin of the wild pig [he maintains
that it, too, has soft skin; the halachah
does not follow Rabbi Yose], the skin
of the hump of a young camel [as long
as it had not yet carried a load], the
skin of the head of a young calf [as
long as it suckles], the skin around the
hoofs, the skin around the womb, the
skin of a fetus, the skin beneath the
fat part of the tail, the skin of the
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hedgehog, the chameleon, the lizard

and the snail [the last four listed are from the eight impure crawling creatures
listed in Leviticus 11:29-30]. Rabbi Yehudah says: The lizard is like the weasel
[whose skin is hard and thus is not considered as flesh]. If any of these skins
were tanned or trampled on as much as [is customary] for tanning, it [loses its
status of meat and] becomes pure, except for the skin of a man. Rabbi Yohanan
ben Nuri says: The eight [impure,] crawling creatures have [real] skins [and are

not regarded as flesh; he is arguing about the four animals listed above].

(3) If a man was flaying cattle or wild animals, clean or unclean [i.e., it was a
kosher animal slaughtered properly, but the one flaying was defiled, or it was a
neveilah being defiled by a pure person], small or large, in order to use the hide
for a covering [in which case, a slit is made from the head to the tail and the skin
is flayed from both sides of the slit; the hide is regarded as being connected to
the flesh; thus, if one who is defiled touches the skin, he defiles the flesh and
conversely, impure meat defiles one who touches the skin], until so much [of the]
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one touching the skin]. And if [it was being flayed] for a water skin [in which
case the skin was slit around the neck and flayed in one piece by turning the skin
inside out to form a receptacle; it is still considered being connected], until the
chest has been flayed [since this is the most difficult area to flay]. And if it was
being flayed [for a water skin] from the feet upward [in which case, the chest
remains unflayed until the end so it is considered connected], until the whole hide
[including the chest area has been flayed]. As for the skin that remained on the
neck [if flayed from the feet upward, he did not slit around the throat and thus,
even if he flayed the chest area, it is still connected by the throat], Rabbi Yohanan
ben Nuri says: [Since the skin of the throat area is insignificant and falls away
because of the weight of the rest of the hide,] it is not regarded as being
connected; but the Sages do regard it as connected until the whole hide [including

the throat area] has been flayed.

@) If there was an olive-sized bulk of [defiled] meat connected to the hide and a
man touched a shred hanging from it [though the shred itself is less than the size
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of an olive], or a hair that was directly
opposite it, he becomes defiled [since
hair is protective of the meat, it is
considered part of it]. If there were
two separate pieces of meat, each the
size of half an olive on it [the hide],
they convey impurity through carrying
[since one carrying it is carrying an
olive's worth], but not by contact
[since each separate contact does not
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combine]; these are the words of

Rabbi Yishmael. Rabbi Akiva says: Not by contact, nor by carrying. Rabbi
Akiva, however, agrees that if there were two pieces of meat, each the size of
half an olive, stuck on a skewer and a man moved them [without physically
touching them], he becomes defiled [V0’7 NXMW]. And why does Rabbi Akiva
declare him pure in the [case above where he carried two pieces of meat which
were connected to the] hide? Because the hide renders the meat insignificant

[nullifiying it].

(5) Regarding a bone [containing marrow] of a corpse or a bone of a consecrated
animal [which became piggu/ through an improper thought, or notar by being
left over after its prescribed time. The Sages decreed that sacrificial meat of
piggul or notar defiles the hands], he who touches it, whether it is enclosed [in
the bone thus preventing contact with the marrow] or pierced, becomes defiled.
Regarding a bone of a carcass or of a [dead,] crawling creature: If it was
enclosed, he who touches it remains pure [since the bone itself only defiles
because of the marrow that it protects and that is only when it is possible for one
to touch the defiling agent independent of the bone; thus, if the marrow is
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inaccessible, it does not defile], but if
it was at all pierced, it [the bone itself]
defiles by contact. From where do we
know [that the bone of a carcass
(neveilah) defiles] also by carrying?
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contact, defiles by carrying and that
which does not defile by contact, does not defile by carrying.
(6) The egg of a crawling creature [of the eight impure, crawling creatures listed
in Leviticus 11:29-30 that lay eggs] in which there has formed an embryo is pure
[since the embryo is inaccessible, touching the shell does not defile]. If it was
pierced, however small the hole, it [the shell which is now deemed to be
guarding the embryo] is impure [and one touching it, becomes defiled].
Regarding a mouse which is half-flesh and half-earth: If one touches the flesh,
he becomes impure, but if he touches the earth, he remains pure. Rabbi Yehudah
says: If he touches the earth that is over the flesh, he becomes impure [the
halachah does not follow Rabbi Yehudah].

(7) Limbs [containing bone, flesh and sinew], or pieces of meat which hang loose
from the [living] animal while still [loosely connected] in their place [though live
animals cannot become defiled, they may] become defiled [and in turn, defile
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the law is, that severed limbs defile man and vessels in the same manner as a
neveilah, while detached meat from a living animal do not defile at all]. If the
animal was slaughtered [although it does not render the limb and meat kosher to
eat (see Mishnah above 4:6 and Bartenurah 4:1); however, the slaughter is
effective to remove from the limb the status of neveilah and thus, it no longer
defiles, but] they become susceptible to impurity by the blood [of the
slaughtering, even though the meat is still forbidden]; these are the words of
Rabbi Meir. Rabbi Shimon says: They do not become susceptible to impurity
[unless the slaughtering renders the meat edible (see Mishnah above 2:5)]. If the
animal died [since we hold the principle 219°3 w1y 71" — at the time of death,
the loose meat or limb is already considered to have fallen off, thus] the meat [is
completely pure and] requires being rendered susceptible to impurity [by
becoming wet, as above], and the limb is defiled as a limb severed from a living
creature, but is not defiled as an actual limb of a neveilah [the difference being
that where one would tear flesh off the limb, that meat is pure, whereas, if one
tears off meat from a neveilah, that meat maintains its status as a neveilah and
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is defiled]: these are the words of
Rabbi Meir. Rabbi Shimon says: It
[the first case of the Mishnah, that of
loosely hanging meat and limbs, even
if one has in mind to use it as food, it
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does not become susceptible to

impurity and] remains pure [since both are prohibited to be eaten by Jew and
gentile alike either as "1 J2 92X or 1 2 W3, it cannot be considered food].
8) Limbs or pieces of meat which hang loose from a man are pure. If the man
died [since 519°1 WY AN — at the time of death, the loose meat or limb is
already considered to have fallen off, thus,] the meat is pure; the limb is defiled
as a limb severed from a living body, but is not defiled as a limb severed from
a corpse [the difference being that if a piece came off the limb: If the limb was
defiled because it was a limb severed from the living, it is no longer defiled since
it is no longer a limb, but if it had been defiled because it was from a corpse, it
would continue to defile, as long as it had the minimum size]; these are the words
of Rabbi Meir. Rabbi Shimon says: [Whether the piece came off the limb which
was severed from the living or severed from the dead, in either cases] it is pure

[the halachah does not follow Rabbi Shimon].
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