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Mishnah Taharot, chapter 9

(1) At what stage do olives become
susceptible to impurity [by becoming
wet via their exuding moisture]? When
they [begin] to exude moisture in the
vat [at that point the moisture is
considered oil and is thus one of the
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that food
susceptible to impurity when wetted by

seven  liquids make 228 MpYn M3 LAR? TNy YIX piondn
them (see Leviticus 11:34,38)]. But not when they exude moisture in the basket
[since this oil is not collected and goes to waste the owner does not desire this
moisture. This requirement is deduced by the verse stating: “But if water has been
placed upon seeds,” (Leviticus 11:38) indicating moisture that the owner
desires]: This according to the school of Shammai. Rabbi Shimon says: The
minimum time for the exuded moisture [to be considered oil and thus one of the
seven liquids], is three days. The school of Hillel say: As soon as three olives
stick together [as a result of being in the vat]. Rabban Gamliel says: When their
preparation [harvest] is complete [and he does not intend to add more olives to
the vat, since until then moisture exuded is not desired, however according to
Rabban Gamliel, once he finished placing olives in the vat any exuded moisture
even of olives picked that very day, are considered oil and cause susceptibility
for impurity] and the Sages agree with his words.
(2) If he finished his harvest [and placed them in the vat] but intended to purchase

more, or if he finished buying but intended to borrow some more, or if [he
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intended to add upon them, but] he X ,1AYn X %% W ,nnPP oy
became a mourner, or a [sudden] 7%y D°2%mn nian o°ar DR 01N
wedding feast, or some other  XMU X ,7RRY PPYR 1.3”;;_7: 1’75); J
occurrence  happened  [temporarily %0 TR K¥PI Pmam L1yan oipn KPR
preventing him from his intention], ﬂ'?p; '[’WWD?J o ) ,]DDN'??J T A
then even if a zav or zavah walked 327,770 R¥¥7 biich JRIY TRYUR 1.‘1’537
over them they remain pure [since °37 X .]Knvn D°ROM ,7I0R 1T37"7N
according to Rabban Gamliel they are

not susceptible to impurity until he finishes their preparation, i.e., he finishes
placing of all of them in the vat]. If any defiled liquids fell on them only that
place which touched become [susceptible and] defiled and any moisture that
comes forth from them [at this stage is not wanted by the owner, thus, is not

susceptible to impurity and] is pure.

(3) When their preparation is complete [and they are now ready to be removed
from the vat and pressed] they become susceptible to impurity. If a defiled liquid
fell on them [since the sap mixes with the defiled liquid] they [i.e., even those
olives which did not touch the defiled liquid] become defiled. Regarding the sap
that comes from them; Rabbi Eliezer [argues on the view above and] says, it is
[not considered liquid at this stage and does not make the olives susceptible to
impurity and thus they remain] pure but the Sages say, [after their preparation in
the vat is complete they are considered liquid both in regard to making that which
touches it susceptible to impurity and if it itself touched an impurity it] is defiled.
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Rabbi Shimon says: They did not
dispute the ruling that sap that comes
from olives are pure but regarding
what did they differ? Regarding that
which [is left over on the bottom
which] comes out from the vat, which
Rabbi Eliezer maintains is pure while

the Sages maintain [since it is
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impossible that there should not be a
drop of oil mixed on the bottom, it is] impure.
(4) If one [an am ha'aretz] finished [gathering] his olives [who, after the season
of gathering, is not trusted to keep his olives in purity (see Hagiggah 3:4)] and
set aside one basket [to separate from it terumah and ma'aser] let him place it
[in the vat] in front of the priest [thus prior to its being placed in the vat it is not
susceptible to impurity and after being placed into the vat it was in the company
of the priest who guarded it from becoming defiled]; these are the words of Rabbi
Meir. Rabbi Yehudah says: He [the am ha'aretz is believed to say that I now
finished putting my olives in the vat and] hands him the key immediately [i.e.,
that very day]. Rabbi Shimon says: Within twenty-four hours.

(5) If one placed his olives in a [kofesh] basket so that they may soften in
preparation for the press [their preparation is considered complete and] they are
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susceptible to impurity, but if he
softened them in preparation for salting;
the school of Shammai say: They are
susceptible, but the school of Hillel
say: They are not susceptible. If one
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crushed olives with unwashed hands X P?"W 332 7an3 337 onioya? T

[to soften them so that they are edible 7y m23 7303 .7WIN X ™ ,anneY
since the liquid oozing out is

desirable, adding taste to the olives] he causes them to be defiled [though by
Rabbinic decree unwashed hands are only defiled to the second degree,
nevertheless, they defile ferumah and anything that defiles ferumah, defiles
liquids to the first degree, consequently, the liquid whetting the olives creates
susceptibility and defiles the olives to the second degree all at the same time].
(6) If one put his olives on a roof to dry though they are piled up to the height
of a cubit [and thus the weight extracts liquid from those at the bottom, such
moisture is undesirable and] they are not susceptible to impurity. If he put them
in his house so that they begin to break down and become soft though he intends
to take them up to the roof [to dry], or if he put them on the roof so that they
may crack or opens them to facilitate salting [since the oozing of its sap is
desirable] they become susceptible to impurity. If he put them in his house while

he secured [a hut, in which to guard his olives, onto] his roof, or until he can take
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them elsewhere [since anything oozing
out at this point is undesirable] they do
not become susceptible to impurity.
(7) If one wanted to take from them [a
minute amount] for one or two
pressings [i.e., from olives that their
preparation was not yet complete, e.g.,
he still had in mind to add to the vat];
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the school of Shammai say: He may

take that which he requires in a condition of impurity [without defiling the
remainder, since the olives are not susceptible to impurity,] but must cover it up
in a condition of purity [once he removes even a minute amount for the press the
remainder is considered complete and covering it in a condition of defilement
would defile the olives in the vat]. The school of Hillel say: [He may also cover
it up in a condition of impurity [since the status of the remainder remains as is].
Rabbbi Yose says: He may dig out that which he requires [even] with metal axes
and carry it to the press in a condition of impurity [since anything oozing out

until he reaches the press is not desirable].

(8) If a dead creeping thing was found in the milling stones [where the olives are
milled before being placed under the pressing beam], only that place which
touched becomes defiled [however, the olives which are touching the now defiled
olive remain pure]. If the sap was running, all [the olives are deemed connected
by the liquid and] become defiled. If it was found on the leaves [on the olive, i.e.,
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leaves used to cover the milled olives, ~X> =i ©"7727 PXY> ,09¥7 "23
the leaves are not considered food and ~ ,1¥32 175X ,OiN2 Y331 7 OX. WY
thus not susceptible to impurity], then ~ ¥311 X¥M ,0°711D 23 by K301 D Xnw
we ask [amei ha'aretz] press workers — AX ,0°717D "23 5y o°778 KDL ,73°3032
[whom the owner purified in order that

his oil be produced in purity] whether they can say: We did not touch it [and
they are believed]. If it [the dead creature] touched the mass of olives even

by a hair, the whole mass [is considered as one and] becomes defiled.

(9) If [after he stuck a stake to loosen and separate the olive mass which indicates
his desire that the olives no longer be considered connected (see Tosefta, Taharot
10:7)] it [a dead creeping creature] was found on one of the separated chunks [of
the mass, each chunk containing compressed individual olives, which
individually have less than an egg's bulk, (the minimum size required for a
defiling agent)] and it [the creature] touched [several of the olives in different
areas of the chunk which together amounted to] an egg's bulk, it [the entire
chunk] becomes defiled. [Though, once the owner no longer wants the olives
connected, the mass is no longer considered a connected mass, (rather it is similar
to a cake of figs where the figs are not considered connected, see Tosefta, Taharot
1:2), however, since the individual olives become defiled, as food becomes
defiled at any size and since this chunk as a unit does contain the required
minimum amount to serve as a defiling agent, it is considered connected to defile
all the individual olives of the chunk (to the second degree) even those which are
not touching the olives directly abutting the dead creature]. If it was found on
separated chunks that are laying one on top of other, even though it touched [an
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area of the chunk] as much as an egg's
bulk, only the place that touched
becomes defiled [in the first degree,
and thus the
compressed in the chunk become

individual olives
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defiled to the second degree, as in the Rin el

case above, which in turn is no longer

a defiling agent (Rosh)]. If it was found between the walls and the olives [we do
not fear that perhaps it fell from on top and] the latter remain pure. If it was
found [on olives that were drying on] the roof, [we don't fear lest the creature
was in the vat and inadvertently was brought up thus] the olives in the vat remain
pure. But if it was found in the vat, the olives on the roof are also regarded as
defiled. If it [the dead crawling creature] was found burned [and laying] upon the
olives [burned dead creatures do not convey defilement] and so too, in the case
of a rag that was scorched [we do not fear lest they touched and defiled the olives
prior to their burned state and] the olives remain pure because all cases of

impurity are determined as they appear at the time they are found.
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