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Mishnah Parah, chapter 9

1) If a drop of water [which is not
valid for use (see Mishnah portion of
last week)] fell into the [tzlohit] flask
[i.e., the vessel containing the mixture
of the ashes of the red cow and the
water, prepared for sprinkling], Rabbi
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Eliezer says: He sprinkles twice 923 2 :2337 713 X1 Ty 0¥ RITW

[perhaps the first sprinkle was made WX ,3Wp2ani
up of the invalid water, thus, by

sprinkling twice, we are assured that at least one drop was from the valid water
and there is no minimum amount required]; but the Sages say that the entire
mixture is invalid [the Sages maintain yesh beela — every drop absorbs a
proportion of the invalid water and there is a minimum amount required for
sprinkling, namely, one complete drop of valid water]. If dew dropped into it [the
flask], Rabbi Eliezer says: to place it out in the sun and the dew will evaporate
[first, thus leaving the mixture free from any dew]. But the Sages say [the dew
does not necessarily evaporate and] that [therefore] the entire mixture is invalid.
If a liquid or fruit juice fell into it, all the contents must be poured out and it is
also necessary to dry out the flask [before it can be used again for a valid
mixture]. If ink, gum or copperas, or anything that leaves a mark, [fell into it,]
the contents must be spilled out, but it is not necessary to dry the flask [had any

of the substance remained, a mark would have been left in the flask].

2) If insects or creeping things fell into it, and they [soaked there for a lengthy
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time, so that they] burst open [and thus
their moist innards mixed with the
water] or if the color of the water
changed, the contents become invalid.
A hipushit [a type of black worm]
causes invalidation, in any case [i.e.,
whether or not it burst], because it is
like a tube [in that water passes
through it, mixing with its moisture
and then it exits]. Rabbi Shimon and
Rabbi Eliezer ben Yaakov say; A
dirah or a kinah of grain [these are
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tiny worms which are common in

grain] causes no invalidation, because they contain no moisture [and thus, even
if they burst they do not mix with the water; the halachah does not follow this

view].
(3) If a beast or a wild animal drank from it, it becomes invalid [since it is certain
that their spittle mixed with the water]. All birds [who drink from it] invalidate,
with the exception of the dove since it only sucks up the water [and no moisture
escapes back into the water]. All creeping things cause no invalidation, except
for the weasel since it laps up the water [rather than sucking it up]. Rabban
Gamliel says: The serpent also [invalidates the water, if it drank from it], since
it vomits [into the water]. Rabbi Eliezer says: The mouse, as well [invalidates;
the halachah follows Rabban Gamliel].

(@) If one intends to drink the water of the sin-offering, Rabbi Eliezer says: [Since
the water must be guarded (see Parah 7:10) as water of the sin-offering, as the
verse states; (Numbers 19:9) “It shall remain as a safekeeping for water of
sprinkling,” by intending to drink it, he is not guarding it properly (Tiferet
Yisrael) and therefore] it becomes invalid. Rabbi Yehoshua says: [Intentions
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alone do not invalidate the water] only
when [combined with some sort of
action, such as when] one tips the flask
[to drink from it, even if he didn't
actually drink]. Rabbi Yose says: This
applies only to water that had not yet
been prepared [i.c., it had been drawn
as water for the sin-offering, but the
ash was not yet inserted], but in the
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case of water that had been prepared

[with the ash already having been inserted, here, even], Rabbi Eliezer says:
[Intention alone does not invalidate the water, since he certainly changes his mind
instantaneously and] it becomes invalid [only] when one tips the flask; and Rabbi
Yehoshua says: [Only] when one actually drinks [since his spittle mixes with the
water] and if it was poured directly into one's throat [so that no spittle mixed with
the water], it remains valid [the halachah follows Rabbi Yehoshua in both cases].
(5) If the water of the sin-offering became invalid, it may not be mixed into clay
since it might become a snare for others [who handle it, thereby unknowingly
defiling themselves, as in Mishnah §]. Rabbi Yehudah says: [Once it becomes
absorbed into the clay] it becomes neutralized. If a cow drank the water of the
sin-offering, its flesh becomes defiled [if slaughtered, during a] twenty-four hour
[period afterwards]. Rabbi Yehudah says: It becomes neutralized in its bowels

[the halachah does not follow Rabbi Yehudah in either case]

(6) Water of the sin-offering or the ashes of the sin-offering may not be carried
across a river on board a ship [since it once happened that a part of a corpse was
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found on the bottom of a boat carrying
water of the sin-offering (see Hagigah
23a)], nor may one float them upon the
water [being similar to carrying them
on a boat], nor may one stand on the
bank on one side and throw them
across [the river] to the other side. One
may, however, cross over [on foot
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even] with the water up to his neck

[carrying the water or ash in his hand, even though it may appear as though he
were swimming with it]. However, one that is pure for handling the sin-offering
may cross [a river even in a boat] carrying in his hands an empty vessel that is
pure for handling the sin-offering or water [drawn for the purpose of the ash of
the sin-offering] that has not yet been prepared [i.e., the ash was not yet inserted].
(7) If valid ashes [for sprinkling] were mixed [up] with [ordinary invalid] oven
ashes, one is guided by the greater quantity regarding defiling [one who touches
or carries it], but [the sin-offering water] may not be prepared with it [even if the
majority was made up of valid ash]. Rabbi Eliezer says: The mixture may be
prepared with the entire mix [of ashes, since there must be some amount of valid
ash and Rabbi Eliezer maintains there is no minimal amount required (see

Mishnah 1 above)].

8) Sin-offering [purifying] water, [even such] that became invalid [through a
change in color, for example], conveys [Rabbinically] uncleanness to one who is
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pure regarding ferumah [via contact]
with his hands or with his body [i.e., it
does not defile common produce, since
Biblically,
water defiles the one who handles it];

only wvalid sin-offering
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and for one who is pure regarding the ~N§ 9121 P2 N7 LT DX

sin-offering, it conveys uncleanness 9122 N"?] e x> ,ﬂxtglj? pihiehl
neither [by contact] with his hands nor

[by contact] with his body [i.e., even though he becomes defiled regarding other
things, he is still permitted to handle the ashes or water of the sin-offering as is
the case with valid sin-offering water, that although he becomes defiled, he may
continue to handle the water]. If it [the sin-offering water itself] became unclean,
it conveys uncleanness to a man who is pure regarding ferumah [via contact
either] with his hands or with his body. And to the man who is pure regarding
the sin-offering, it conveys uncleanness [by contact] with his hands but not [by
contact] with his body [as all liquids generally defile via touching of the hands

but not the body (see 8:2)].
) If valid ashes were placed into water that was unfit for the preparation, [the
latter is the same as invalid water and] conveys uncleanness to one who is pure
for terumah [via contact] with his hands or body, but to one who is pure
regarding the sin-offering it conveys uncleanness neither [by contact] with his
hands nor with his body [i.e., even though he becomes defiled regarding other
things, he is still permitted to handle the ashes or water of the sin-offering, as is
the case with valid sin-offering water, as well].

XT130721 77727y 1327
712 vaw 12 173 1 vaw 1A LTRnS M 0IRT DK DINNAUR DKL M DYoew
T T8 9081w [P RNPMIKTAT KT (377 1 AKDID JWH DMWa DKL 10T 1913
9aK TH1INY KPIT YRWNRT NS Ui OIRT DX PREVA 1N 1T 0w ST [Nk
T 1712 VA2 172 NROAY IO PRAVA PR 150 1T KD NROAS T NRLpSInS XS
V11 IR TN T 2 wWW NKLA M KWATT TN AW 0w NKOT MIT A0 [T va 1A
DRI MY .TAND MUT AN DINKRLR INAVLI MY KXTH NRLAY 5m 939 Knv 1A
IRWRI YT KD ARNLIT (P27 T VA DK IMK DKNLR NRLAY MILT DK AR .omwd
KL 1T IRNLIW 1 NRVT M NITLAT 12 KPP, D7 T DK DRNLAT DPKRL Dpwm 09K
NKLM M M2 KT N LPD DMNA DNRY DM 12 Sy unaw aws tex Y ooon
TX1 .DMWIT NKOA M XKW 93 71713 .151321 112 TRnS MAun NR PIK[vn aSonw
X9 ,NIRNIL IRWH KOK T2 YNONT KW PRAIVA NKLO M PRY ,NKLAY NILT RNV
NXLMT " NTLY

Copyright © 2008 eMishnah.com All Rights Reserved. Excerpted from "The Mishnah: A New Integrated Translation and Commentary"
Distributed by Israel Book Shop (732) 901-3009





