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Mishnah Zevahim, chapter 12

(1) A tevul yom [one who already has
immersed in a mikvah but, is not
purified until evening] and one who
lacks atonement [i.e., a zav or
metzorah who, in addition to their
immersion, require certain sacrifices
which were not yet brought] do not

share in sacrifices to be eaten in the
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evening [by which time they will be
pure]. An onen [one whose immediate
relative died and has not yet been
buried] may handle [sacred flesh], but may not offer, [i.e., perform the sacrificial
rites, e.g., sprinkling,] and does not receive a share to be eaten in the evening
[even though, at evening, he will no longer have the status of onen]. Men with
blemishes, whether permanent, or transient, receive a share and may eat [of the
sacrifices, as specifically stated in Leviticus 21:22], but may not offer. Whoever
is not eligible for [the Temple] service [except for those with blemishes] does
not share in the flesh, and he who does not share in the flesh does not share in
the hides. Even if one was impure when the blood was sprinkled but, pure when
the fats were burned [on the altar], he does not share in the flesh, for it is said:
“Anyone from the descendants of Aharon, who may offer the blood of
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peace-offerings and the sacrificial fats,
will have the right [hind] thigh for a
portion” (Leviticus 7:33). [Thus he
receives a portion only when he can
offer both the blood (i.e., perform the
the fat,
otherwise].

sprinkling) and but not
(2) Whenever the altar does not acquire
its flesh, [e.g., if the sacrifice is
blood is
sprinkled so that it was never fit for

disqualified before the
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the altar,] the Kohanim do not acquire

the skin, for it is said: [“And the priest who can offer] a person's burnt-offering
[the skin ... belongs to the priest],” (Leviticus 7:8) [i.e.,] a burnt-offering which
counts for a man [whose owner has thus fulfilled his obligation. Only of such
does the skin belong to the Kohen. But if it is disqualified, its owner must bring
another.] If a burnt-offering was slaughtered with a different intent, [i.e., with the
intent of another sacrifice] although it does not count for its owner [however,
since it is a valid sacrifice and the altar acquired it], its skin belongs to the Kohen.
Whether [it be] a man's burnt-offering or a woman's burnt-offering, the skins

belong to the priests.

) The skins of [0*2p D'w1p] sacrifices of a lesser degree of holiness belong to
their owners. The skins of sacrifices of [Q*¢Tp "WTp] a higher degree of holiness
belong to the Kohen, as [can be inferred from] a kal ve-homer: If they acquire
the skin of a burnt-offering, though they do not acquire its flesh, is it not logical
that they should acquire the skins of sacrifices of the higher degree of holiness,
since they acquire their flesh? The altar does not disprove [this, i.e., you cannot
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say, that just like the altar acquires the
flesh but not the skin, so, too, the
priest acquires the flesh and not its
skin], for it never acquires the skin
[the altar has no right to the skin of
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burnt-offerings do belong to the
Kohanim].
4) All sacrifices

disqualified: [if this happened] before

which became

they were flayed, their skins do not belong to the Kohanim [but are burnt together
with the flesh]. [If it happened] after they were flayed, their skins belong to the
Kohanim. Rabbi Hanina the segan of the priests said: Never in my life have I
seen skin go to the place of burning [i.e., after it was flayed, even though the
disqualification could have been present before the flaying]. Rabbi Akiva
observed: We learn from his words that if one flays a firstborn [even a blemished
firstborn, which is only permitted through its slaughter, if it died naturally even
its skin must be buried] and it is found to be treifah, [though this disqualification
occurred before it was even slaughtered, still since this was only discovered after
its being flayed] the Kohanim have a right to its skin. But the Sages maintain: “I
have never seen,” is not a proof [since it does not disprove anything]; rather, it
[the skin] must go to the place of burning [since it was disqualified before it was
flayed].
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(5) Bullocks which are burnt and goats
which are burnt [such as those of Yom
Kippur]: when they are burnt in
accordance to their prescribed rites
[i.e., there are no disqualifications],
they are burnt in the ash depository
[located outside Jerusalem], and defile
the garments [of those who burn it—

see Leviticus 16:28]. But if they are
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occurred invalidating the sacrifice], they are burnt in the place of the Birah
[sometimes in the Temple Court, and sometimes on the Temple Mount,
depending on the circumstances of their disqualification], and do not defile

garments [of those who burn them].

(6) If they were carrying them [i.e., the bullocks or goats] on staves [in order to
burn them in accordance to their prescribed rites, and] those in front had passed
beyond the wall of the Temple Courtyard while those in the back had not [yet]
gone out, those in front defile their garments, while those in the rear do not defile
their garments, until they go out. When both go out, both defile their garments.

Rabbi Shimon says: Neither defile [their garments] until the fire has caught and
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is burning the greater part of them  N@vR ANWT PX ,W2T NI 1272 PR]

[i.e., of the sacrifices]; when the 07742

flesh is fully burned, he who burns [it

from that time and onwards, i.e., he turns over the ash] does not defile his
garments.
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