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Mishnah Shabbat, chapter 13

(1) Rabbi Eliezer says: One who
weaves three threads at the beginning
[i.e., he starts a new fabric] or adds
one [thread] to [an existing] woven
fabric, is liable; but the Sages say:

Whether at the beginning or at the end,
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the standard [for liability] is two '7;1: Ann 51_7] N2 yipd A :nirEn

threads [however, at the very end, he

would indeed be liable even with one  727m1 WYY T :pman WY jpn?
thread, for the completion of the

garment (Rabbi Akiva Eiger)].
(2) One who threads two warp threads into [the rings of] the harness [frames, used
to raise and lower every other row of warp threads in the loom] or into kiros
[introduces two weft palm reeds into prepositioned warp reeds thus beginning a
material of palm reeds], or [who makes two boxes in a netting as] in a sifter,
sieve or basket, is liable. And one who sews two stitches, and he who tears in
order to sew two stitches [where it is inconvenient to sew unless one tears the

cloth first; is likewise, liable].
(3) One who tears in his anger or [in mourning] for his dead [in a case where he
is not obligated to do so], and all who effect damage are exempt [however, the
halachah regarding one who tears in anger, according to the opinion that
melakha sh'eina tzricha [l'gufa — is liable (see 2:5), is that he is liable.
Since by tearing, he soothes his anger and that is considered tearing for a
constructive purpose (see Tosfot Rabbi Akiva Eiger)]; but one who destroys in
order to repair [e.g., he erases something in order to write in its place], his
[minimum] standard [for liability] is [the same] as for repairing [i.e., two letters].
4 The [minimum] standard [for liability] of bleaching, combing, dyeing or
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spinning [wool], is double the width of
a sit [a sit is the distance between the
index finger and the middle finger
when stretched apart] and one who
weaves two threads together, his
[minimum] standard is a full sit [even
if the material he is weaving is much
wider, as soon as he weaves an area of
a sit, he is liable].
(5) Rabbi Yehudah says: One who
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traps a bird [and drives it] into a

closet, or a deer into a house, is liable [for trapping]; but the Sages maintain;
[One who traps] a bird in a closet, but with a deer, into a house [and even if]
into a garden, courtyard or holding pen, is liable. Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel
says: Not all holding pen are alike [there are some vivaria that are so large that
the animal within is not considered being trapped]. This is the general rule: If it
[still] needs to be caught, he is exempt, but, if it [was driven into a tight area
where it is grasped with one lunge and] does not need to be caught, he is liable.
(6) If a deer enters a house and one shuts [the door] in front of it, he is liable
[since he thereby traps it]; if two shut it, they are exempt [since each performs
only a portion of the forbidden labor]. If one could not shut it [the door was
heavy and could only be shut by two people], and both shut it together, they are
liable [as in the case of carrying (see above 10:5). Rabbi Shimon, however,
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declares [them] exempt [the halachah
does not follow Rabbi Shimon)].

(7 If [after a deer entered] one sits

down in the doorway, but does not

fully block it and a second sits down

and blocks it, the second is liable

[since he is trapping it]. If the first sits
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down in the doorway and blocks it,

and a second comes and sits down at his side, even if the first [person] rises and
leaves, the first is liable, while the second is exempt. What does this resemble?
One who shuts his house to guard it [i.e., the house], and a deer is found to be
guarded therein [in a cage; since at the time he shut the door the deer was already
in the cage, his closing of the door is not considered trapping, here, too, at the
time the second person sat down the deer was already trapped, so he actually did

nothing].
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