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Mishnah Berakhot, chapter 2

(1) If one was reading in the Torah [the
section of the shema] when the time
for its recital arrived, if he had the
intention [of reciting the shema] he has
performed his obligation and if [he
did] not [have the intention] he has not
[fulfilled his obligation]. In the breaks
[between the sections] one may give a
greeting out of respect [e.g., to his
father or teacher] and return a
greeting; in the middle [of a section]

one may give a greeting out of fear [to
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a person he fears will harm him if he

does not greet him] and return it; the opinion of Rabbi Meir. Rabbi Yehudah
says: In the middle, one may give a greeting out of fear and return it out of
respect; during the breaks, one may give a greeting out of respect and return a

greeting to anyone.

(2) The breaks are as follows: Between the first blessing yotseir hameorot and the
second ahavah rabbah, between the second haboheir beamo Yisrael beahavah
and shema, between shema and v'hayah im shamoa, between v'hayah im shamoa,
and vayomer and between vayomer and emet v'yatziv. Rabbi Yehudah says:
Between vayomer and emet v'yatziv one should not interrupt. Rabbi Yehoshua
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ben Korha said: Why was the section
of shema placed before that of v'hayah
im shamoa? So that one should first
accept upon himself the yoke of the
Kingdom of Heaven [by proclaiming
shema — the unity of God] and then
take upon himself the yoke of the
commandments [by saying, v'hayah im

shamoa — “If you shall diligently
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hearken to all My commandments”].

Why does the section of v'hayah im shamoa come before that of vayomer?
Because [the section] v'hayah im shamoa applies both to the day and to the night
[because it mentions all the commandments], while [the section] vayomer applies
only to the day [because it mentions only the commandment of #zitzit, which is

not obligatory during the night].

(3) If one recites the shema without hearing what he says, he has performed his
obligation. Rabbi Yose says: He has not fulfilled his obligation. If he recites it
without pronouncing the letters correctly: Rabbi Yose says: He has fulfilled his
obligation; [but] Rabbi Yehudah says: He has not fulfilled his obligation. If he
recites it backwards [i.e., he recites the verses in the wrong order], he has not
fulfilled his obligation. If he recites it and makes a mistake, he goes back to the
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place where he made the mistake.
4) Workmen may recite [the shema]
on the top of a tree or on the top of
scaffolding, something they are not
allowed to do in the case of the tefillah
[i.e., shemoneh esreh].
(5) A bridegroom [who married a
virgin] is exempt from the recital of
the shema from the first night [i.e.,
from Wednesday night; since, virgins
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were married on Wednesday night]
until the end of the Sabbath, if he has
not consummated the marriage. It
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happened that when Rabban Gamliel married he recited the shema on the first

night. So his disciples said to him: Our master, have you not taught us that a

bridegroom is exempt from the recital of the shema? He replied to them: I will

not listen to you to remove from myself the Kingship of Heaven even for a
moment.

(6) [Rabban Gamliel] bathed on the first night after the death of his wife. His

disciples said to him: Have you not taught us, our master, that a mourner is
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forbidden to bathe? He replied to
them: I am not like other men, being
very delicate.
(7) When Tavi his slave died, he
accepted condolences for him. His
disciples said to him: Have you not
taught us, our master, that condolences
are not accepted for slaves? He
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replied to them: My slave Tavi was

not like other slaves; he was a good man.
®) If a bridegroom desires to recite the shema on the first night, he may do so.
Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says: Not everyone who desires to assume the name
[i.e., call himself a scholar] may do so [rather, he should not recite the shema].
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