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Mishnah Pe'ah, chapter 6

(1) The School of Shammai say: A
renunciation of ownership [of one's
produce] in favor of the poor is [a]
valid [renunciation and is therefore
exempt from ma'aser and the poor
man's gifts]; but the School of Hillel
say: It is not ownerless unless the

17D XD W

AP2T ,07IY? P27 MK XRY 172 N
WY YRR PR OmIR PP o
79 TIYD WY P2 WRY2 DPYYY
™31 N0 Pap MY PY N 2 2P
%P0 21 DY PR DM NBY
D37 MO NI MYD 2 AN 0N
XU 102 vt 0PI p° WY

renunciation is also made in favor of

the rich [i.e., he declares the produce completely ownerless], as in the case of
shemittah [where the produce is ownerless regarding all people]. If all the
sheaves in a field are a kav each in quantity, and one comprises four kav and he
forgot that one: The School of Shammai say: It is not considered shikhah [since
it comprises four kav it is to be regarded as a sheaf from which four smaller
sheaves of one kav each could be made; and according to the School of Shammai
(as per Mishnah 5), only three sheaves belong to the poor, but not four. Similarly,
it would not be considered shikhah in a field in which all the sheaves were two
kav each in size and the forgotten sheaf was eight kav]; but The School of Hillel
say: It is deemed shikhah [i.e., we do not view it as four separate one-kav

sheaves].

(2) If a sheaf is [picked up by the owner in order to take it to town and then he]
left [it] near a stone fence [i.e., stones piled upon one another without cement]
or near a stack [of grain] or near oxen or [field] implements, The School of
Shammai say: It is not deemed shikhah [since he already took possession of it].
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While the School of Hillel say: [Since
he had placed it near something fixed,
therefore, it is considered as though he
changed his mind from his first
intention (See Rabbi Akiva Eiger) and
it is as though he had not picked it
to bring it to the city, therefore when
he now forgets it,] it is deemed
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shikhah.
(3) [A sheaf which was not picked] at the beginning of a row: The sheaf opposite
it, in the parallel row proves [whether it was forgotten, or not (see Mishnah 4)].
If [the owner] picked up a sheaf with the intention of bringing it to the city and
[then put it down and] forgot it, [here, unlike the case in the previous Mishnah,
where he had placed it next to a fixed item,] all [even the School of Hillel] agree
that [since he already took possession of it,] it is not deemed shikhah.
() These are considered to be the beginnings of the rows: If two men [standing
back to back and facing the opposite ends of a field] begin [to gather] from the
middle of a row, one facing [and proceeding] northwards and the other
southwards and they forgot [some sheaves] either in front of them [i.e., after they
began, they skipped one] or behind them [i.e., they each started and forgot the
middle one between them], then those left in front of them are deemed shikhah,
[since it is properly deemed: “You must not go back to get it,” (Deuteronomy
24:19)] but those left behind them, are not deemed shikhah [since each counted
on the other to harvest the middle sheaf, it is not deemed: N2 lit. “And you
forgot” (ibid.)]. [Referring to the previous Mishnah and explaining the case of:
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“The sheaf opposite it, in the parallel
row proves.”] If [a field has 100
sheaves in rows of ten, ten sheaves
going north to south and ten going east
to west and] an individual begins from
the beginning of the row [i.e., the
northeast corner] and he forgot [some
sheaves] either in front of him [i.e., he
left over the last sheaf in the first row,
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which is the southeast corner] or

behind him; those in front of him are not deemed shikhah, [since his intention
may have been to leave the tenth sheaf of each row and collect it later as a row
from east to west hence: “The sheaf opposite it, in the parallel row proves
whether or not it was forgotten”], whereas those [sheaves] behind him are
deemed shikhah; for this comes under the category of: “You must not go back [to
get it].” This is the general rule: Anything that can be said to fall under the law:
“You must not go back [to get it]” is deemed shikhah; but that to which the
principle of: “You must not go back”, cannot be applied [such as in our previous
case, where he now collects it from another direction and thus, does not turn

back] is not deemed shikhah.

(5) Two sheaves [left lying together] are deemed shikhah, but three are not
deemed shikhah [rather, they are considered a stack (Melekhet Shlomoh)]. Two
bundles of olives or carobs [left lying] are deemed shikhah, but three are not
deemed shikhah. Two flax-stalks are deemed shikhah, but three are not deemed
shikhah. Two berries are deemed grape leket, but three are not deemed grape
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leket; two stalks of grain are deemed
leket, but three are not deemed leket.
All these [rulings] are according to the
School of Hillel [since the verse states:
“You must leave them for the poor
and the convert” (Leviticus 19:10),
meaning, the first for the poor and the
second for the convert, i.e., two].
However, regarding all of them the
School
[that are left] belong to the poor, and

of Shammai say: Three

four belong to the owner [since
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another verse states: “It must be left for
the stranger, the orphan, and the widow” (Deuteronomy 24:19) hence, three are
left].

©6) If a sheaf of two se'ah [twelve kav] was forgotten, it is not deemed shikhah
[since the verse states: “You must not go back to get it” (ibid.), meaning a sheaf
which one can lift up onto his shoulder at one go, excluding a sheaf of two se'ah
which is more like a stack]. If two sheaves that together comprise two se'ah [were
forgotten], Rabban Gamliel says: They belong to the owner, but the Sages say:
They belong to the poor. Rabban Gamliel said [to them]: Does the greater
number of sheaves strengthen or weaken the rights of the owner? They replied:
His rights are strengthened [since we learned in the previous Mishnah: “Two
sheaves are deemed shikhah, but three are not deemed shikhah], then he [Rabban
Gamliel] said to them: Therefore, if one sheaf of two se'ah is not deemed
shikhah, then how much more so should be the case of two sheaves that together
contain two se'ah? They replied: Not so. If you said so [that it is not shikhah] in
the case of one sheaf [of two se'ah, to which we agreed, that is] because it is
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large enough to be considered a stack;
however, are you going to argue the
same in the case of two sheaves which
are small individual bundles? [And
individual bundle is deemed
shikhah.]

(0 [The laws of shikhah apply to

each
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standing stalks of grain forgotten to be

cut, as well as cut sheaves, forgotten to be collected.] If standing grain that
contains two se'ah was forgotten [to be cut], it is not deemed shikhah; if it does
not contain two se'ah now, but [in a fruitful year] was fit to yield two se'ah, even
if it was [similar looking to] fofah an inferior kind of stalk, [i.e., if barley stalks
were wind blasted and do not contain two se'ah], it is regarded as a [full] yield

of [normal] barley [and are not deemed shikhah].

(8) Standing grain [which was not forgotten] can save [from being regarded as
shikhah] a sheaf [lying nearby] and other standing grain [connected at the
bottom, which have been forgotten, and when he comes to cut the stalk he
reminds himself of these, the reason being since the verse states: “When you reap
the harvest in your field and forget a sheaf,” the verse only refers to a forgotten
sheaf surrounded by harvested grain and not a forgotten sheaf surrounded by
standing stalks and certainly not forgotten standing stalks surrounded by other
standing stalks]. The sheaf [which was not forgotten], however, cannot save
either another sheaf or standing grain [which were forgotten even if lying
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nearby]. Which standing grain can
save the sheaf [or stalk]? Whatever is
not shikhah, even though it is a single
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stalk.
9) A se'ah of plucked grain and a se'ah
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of unplucked grain [which were close
to each other and which were
forgotten] and the same applies to fruit
trees, garlic and onions [where a se'ah
had been picked and another se’ak had
not, or in the case of garlic and onions a se'ah of each had been picked, they
nevertheless,] cannot be combined together [for the purpose of exempting them
from shikhah] by counting them as two se'ah. Rather, [they are shikhah and] they
must be left for the poor. Rabbi Yose says: If anything that belongs to the poor
intervenes, the two cannot be combined together [to make two se'ah]; otherwise,
they may be so combined [and are exempt from shikhah; the halachah does not
follow Rabbi Yose].
(10) Grain used for fodder [grain that had been harvested while still moist not yet
having reached its full maturity; it was usually given to cattle] or [grain-stalks]
used for binding a sheaf, the same applies to garlic-stalks used for tying other
bunches, or tied bunches of garlic and onions, do not come under the law of
shikhah [these small bundles are afterwards retied into larger bundles; their
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finishing process is not yet completed,
hence they are not yet considered
forgotten]. Anything stored in the
ground like [uf [a species of onion
whose root is exceedingly bitter] and
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says: They do not come under the MY 19 W SN "X
category of shikhah [i.e., the law of

shikhah does not apply to edibles that are stored in the ground, since the verse
states: “When you reap your harvest in your field” (Deuteronomy 24:19), thus
excluding that which is not in the open as is one's field]; but the Sages say: The
law of shikhah does apply to them [when the verse states: “When you reap your
harvest in your field,” both the words “harvest” and “field” imply things that
are in the open, thus this is a case where one exclusion follows another exclusion
and we have a general principle that where one exclusion follows another
exclusion it teaches us to include, rather than exclude, thus including things that

are stored in the ground].
(11) One who reaps by night and binds sheaves [by night] or one who is blind, is
subject to the law of shikhah [nighttime or blindness cannot be grouped into the
category of things that had been forgotten owing to an outside circumstance]. If
he intends to remove only the large ones [intending to come back for the smaller
ones], then the law of shikhah does not apply. If he says: Behold, I am reaping
on the condition that I take afterwards that which I have forgotten; the law of
shikhah still applies to him [the principle being, if one makes a stipulation which
is contrary to that which is written in the Torah, his stipulation is void].
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