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Mishnah Eruvin, chapter 2

1) Wells [which are situated in a
public domain (and are no less than
ten handbreadths
handbreadths
subsequently,) subject to the status of

deep and four

wide and are

a private domain, when one would
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draw water from it and place it outside

the well he would, in effect, be transferring from a private to a public domain, ]
may be provided for, with slats of wood [a proper enclosure, being unnecessary, |
[rather he places] four corner pieces [or deyomads, each consisting of two upright
boards of the prescribed measurements, with their ends joined at right angles to
each other] that have the appearance of eight [single slats]; [so that each of the
four sides of the well is screened at each of its two ends by a strip of wood of
the prescribed size, and the space around it within the enclosure is thus converted
into a private domain into which water from the well may be placed]. This is the
opinion of Rabbi Yehudah. Rabbi Meir ruled: Eight [slats that] have the
appearance of twelve [must be set up], four being corner pieces [as above] and
four single [slats, one between each two corner pieces]. Their height [must] be
ten handbreadths, their width six, and their thickness [may be] any size
whatsoever. Between them [there may be] as much [space as to admit] two teams
of three oxen each [each ox is one and two third amot wide, times six = a total
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of ten amot]. This is the opinion of
Rabbi Meir; but Rabbi Yehudah said:
Of four [oxen each, i.e., a total of
thirteen and one third amot, these
teams being] tied together and not
apart [this is a restriction. The space
must not be wider than that, but there

may be space enough for] one [team]
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to enter while the other goes out. [A
relaxation of the law: They need not be brought so closely together as to leave
no room for them to move freely.]
) It is permitted to bring [the slats] close to the well [and make a small
enclosure], provided a cow can be within [the enclosure, with] its head and the
greater portion of its body, when drinking. [If the space is smaller, the drawing
of water is forbidden on the Sabbath, since the cow might back out of the
enclosure, and one might carry the bucket after her and thus, be guilty of carrying
from a private into a public domain.] It is permitted to remove [the slats from
the well] to any [distance] [and thus extend the space enclosed], provided one
increases the slats [so that no gap in the enclosure is wider than ten cubits,
according to Rabbi Meir, or thirteen and a third cubits, according to Rabbi
Yehudah].

(3) Rabbi Yehudah says: [The enclosure may be only] as large as two bet se'ah;
but they [the Rabbis] said to him, [The limit of] two bet se'ah was prescribed for
[carrying in] a garden or a karpaif [an enclosure for the storage of wood or the
like outside a settlement] only, [since these are not made to serve as habitations],
but if it [the enclosure] was a cattle pen, [which is shifted from place to place in
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the fields, its main purpose being the
fertilization of the fields by manure,
for the respective spots on which it is
set up, or] a corral, [for holding cattle
within the city, or] a backyard, or a
courtyard [which may be regarded as
an enclosure for human habitation], it
may be [as big as] five or even ten bet
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kor, and [since the water of a well may

be used for human beings as well as for cattle, the enclosure around it, therefore,
assumes the nature of a human habitation, which has the greater area.] It is
permitted to remove [the slats from the well to] any distance, provided one

increases the number of the slats [proportionately].

(4) Rabbi Yehudah rules: If a public road cuts through them [the boards forming
the enclosure around a well], it should be diverted to one side; [otherwise, the
validity of the enclosure as a private domain, is impaired]; but the Sages rule:
This is not necessary. [The dispensation of] slats [of wood] may be provided for
a public cistern, a public well, and for a private well. However, for a private
cistern [one may not rely on slats, since the water might be used up and the fact
might escape the individual's attention, and he would, thus, continue to use the
enclosure as a private domain, though it had lost this status, on account of the
disappearance of the water. (In the case of a well, no provision was necessary
against the remote possibility of its drying up, while in the case of a public
cistern, the people would remind one another of the absence of the water, should
it ever all be used up) rather,] a partition of ten handbreadths high must be
provided [for the private cistern]; this is the opinion of Rabbi Akiva. Rabbi
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Yehudah ben Bava [The
dispensation of] slats [of wood] may

rules:

be set up around a public well only
[because, a) its flow is constant and b),
people would remind one another of
the absence of the water], while for the
others [where only one of the options
in the preceding note is applicable], a
partition ten handbreadths in height
must be provided.
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(5) Rabbi Yehudah ben Bava further
ruled: It is permitted to move objects
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[on the Sabbath] in a garden or a

karpaif whose [area does not exceed] seventy cubits and a fraction [namely, two
thirds of a cubit] by seventy cubits and a fraction and which are surrounded by
a wall ten handbreadths high, provided there is in it a watchman's hut or a
dwelling place [so that the enclosure surrounding the garden or karpaif may be
regarded as put up for dwelling purposes], or it is near to a town [in which the
owner lives. Being near to his residence he would frequently use it, and
consequently, it may be regarded as a dwelling place]. Rabbi Yehudah says: Even
if it contained only a cistern, a ditch [for water storage], or a cave [for shade
(Rabbeinu Yehonoson)] it is permitted to move objects [on the Sabbath] within
it. Rabbi Akiva says: Even if the garden or karpaif contained none of these, it is
permitted to move objects [on the Sabbath] within it, provided its area [does not
exceed] seventy cubits and a fraction [two thirds of a cubit] by seventy cubits
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and a fraction. Rabbi Eliezer says: If "Il?”??ﬁ 37 .D0TW RR Oy by o
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though the area does not exceed the 121N 777050

prescribed seventy and a fraction

squared. In a case where the enclosure around it was not made for dwelling
purposes, only in a square karpaif or garden was carrying permitted]. Rabbi Yose
says: Even if its length is twice its breadth [as long as it is within the prescribed

total area size], it is permitted to move objects within it.

XMIv7212 7°72W 120
7373 7137 ¥ K 0 K 7T T 0K 9AK 91 §97pY KUK ONKD N2 1K KD 19 KT
NI LONRD D72 7179 0P KOW 1) K20 198K T MM RIRT RITT MK KApy
;D120 O TR VAW SV N1 DINKD NAW LY 92T 17 KIKT K032 170K T
DY AR DAY SV DRI TR DWaw KPPy 2091 ,0mOw NRD N3 MW Xnp Xam
21 X122 17K KTT D710 D7 K Dyaw Y N1 0NKD 2T YT Y LK 1m
D'WNAM AMM 71K 7IRND YT JIK @3 maw) 7172 2702 (2w ¥ (3w QYA 0K i1
D'WNIM 2201,72M YY N7 199KW 07w 910,10 K, D7Wnnma Dwhn 'K 17w, 0w
wnn omn WY 1Y LOWATN DA VAR TEK DYaY Y 1T, NAw MywS , ommian
DWAW 7130 T ,T27vnY DAX1 AMmY DAK 0 ,Dwhan (37K1 M 76K WY Sw vy
53% omus MMPRW XKYK Dvyaw Sy moyaw Mt ,poyY NAXI 01172 NAR 0w, Dwnn 199K
WY YW NI VAR MWmmT Ay a 210 ,Na0iw nevinm on wy Yy Wy 11 1P
DWW Sy MDY DWW oW DN WY Y wy 910 RN Ny yaaxs owl wy by
W MR WY NNX 93 7K Myiyd owHw M, onen w YW myiva [Nk Twyl onsw
V2K MNK Dvyaw Y 0w 1YaIK1 NK Dvaw i ,ma 93% ovaw n R nikn whw
MY oM Y10 ,1ER DMWY T KW ,OPe0 Sy 0Uhey e MNpnw KYK Do
DOMAY AMTNA 1IN QMY VAR NIAK TIWY IN[W 7772 IRWN,ARYRNN N3R5 07w osy
WA NTT YAYK wrOw w amY navin yan PR Oppnt [phnd nka DXw 0y 02T 1M
TWIH1 A VW WD MNRYA I .MM VAR P2 IR MNK 37787 YW myiya mam 1avns
197DKR KDY 127 MKW T31.0YT 105 0T K91 070 MINAWN Wpa 07 LK a0 A
51997 19 1MKT OMINK 957 K12 HaK NN KNAYT ,T0INa o9vhvn 19K NAK 713 PR
D'NKD N7227 ,0710M3 1297 KiTa KD 101 07 71K Dyaw Sy oepen K DvawT 2o
N F5ON TNYNT DN DI DY TN DWAw SV AN by 3T KW W W v
,PoV50n PR ONKD N1 KYX 719192 XY 13K DY 0T A vynT 21 5y gl 1ana by
WA K1 AMIOK IR 1957 201 13 MY LT O KDT R 1120 1w KT VAT

Copyright © 2008 eMishnah.com All Rights Reserved. Excerpted from "The Mishnah: A New Integrated Translation and Commentary"
Distributed by Israel Book Shop (732) 901-3009



X ¥y MR 11271 wh nrawn 90

(6) Rabbi Il'ai [referring to the size of
a garden or karpaif] says: I heard from
Rabbi Eliezer, Even if it is as large as
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that [tenants, in houses opening into a
shared courtyard, are prohibited by
Rabbinic decree to carry from the
houses to the courtyard, unless an eruv
hatzeirot is made and] if one of the tenants of a courtyard forgot to join in the
eruv [and on the Sabbath he renounced to the other tenants his share in the
courtyard (and therefore, automatically, the ownership of his house as well), so
as to permit carrying within the courtyard to the others], he is forbidden to take
any object in or out of his house [through the common courtyard, since by doing
so, he is, in effect, once again reclaiming his ownership, thereby negating his
previous renunciation]. However, the others are permitted [to carry to and from
his house]. I, likewise, heard from him that people may fulfill their duty [of eating
maror] on Pesah by eating akravnin [a type of vine]. When, however, I went
around among all his disciples seeking fellow students [who might corroborate
the three statements he made in the name of their master], I found none [they
disagreed with him, maintaining that the master gave different rulings].
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