N N MR 1797 M nrawn 1

Mishnah Berakhot, chapter 5

(1) One should not stand up to pray
[the Amidah] except with a bowed
head [i.e., in a subservient frame of
mind]. The pious men of old used to
wait an hour [after arriving at the place
of prayer] before praying in order that
they might focus their thoughts upon
their Father in heaven. Even if a king
greets a person [while praying] he
should not answer him [provided it
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does not endanger his life]; even if a

[non-poisonous] snake is wound around his heel he should not break off [his
prayer by speech; however, to shake off the snake or walk away is permitted].
2) The [Divine] power of rainfall [the formula QWA7T 7°711 M7 290N — “Who
causes the wind to blow and brings down the rain] is mentioned in the
benediction of the resurrection; the petition for rain [[1272% vm1 50 1M — “and
grant dew and rain for a blessing”], in the benediction of the years; and havdalah,
in [13N3317 7NX — You “that graciously grant knowledge.”] Rabbi Akiva says: He
says it as a fourth blessing [after the first three benedictions in the shemonah
esreh] by itself, Rabbi Eliezer says: It is said in [D*71] the thanksgiving

benediction.
@) If one [in praying] says: “May Your mercies extend to a birds nest,” (see
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Deuteronomy 22:6), “May Your name
be mentioned for good tidings,” or
“We give thanks, we give thanks,” he
is silenced [in the first case because he
attributes the commandments to God's
mercy, when in fact the real reason is
beyond human comprehension; in the
second case he is silenced, since he
seemingly places conditions on God
i.e., only for “good tidings” in the third
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case he is silenced because by

repeating the same words twice it seems as if he is addressing more than the One
God]. If one went before the Ark [i.e., leading the prayers] and made a mistake,
another should take his place, and at such a moment one may not refuse. Where
should he begin? At the beginning of the benediction in which the other made

the mistake.
) The Reader [i.¢., the one leading the prayers] should not respond, “Amen” after
[the benedictions of] the priests because this might confuse him. If there are no
other priests there besides himself, he should not raise his hands [in priestly
benediction], but if he is confident that he can raise his hands and go back to his
place in the prayer [without making a mistake in the prayers], he is permitted to
do so.

(5) If one makes a mistake in his [private] tefillah, it is a bad indication for him,
and if he is a Reader, it is a bad indication for those who have sent him [i.e., the
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congregation], because a man's agent
is regarded as the person himself. It
was related of Rabbi Hanina ben Dosa
that he used to pray for the sick and
say: “This one will live, that one will
die.” They said to him: “How do you
know?” He replied: “If my prayer
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emerges fluently, I know that it is accepted, but if not, then I know that it is

rejected.”
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