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Mishnah Shevi'it, chapter 10

(1) [The] shemittah [year] cancels
15:2),
whether or not it is recorded by

loans (see  Deuteronomy
document [one may have thought that,
since a recorded loan is secured by a

lien on property, it should not be
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subject to shemittah cancellation, NPYI® APRYY .nppwn  NYwl
being similar to one who lends on

collateral (see following Mishnah); however, since it still requires collection, it
is cancelled]; but it does not cancel store credit [being more similar to a way of
doing business, rather than a loan]. If, however, [the shopkeeper had calculated
the total of several purchases], it had been [in effect,] converted into a loan, then
it is cancelled. Rabbi Yehudah says: The former debt is always cancelled [when
the next credit purchase is transacted, since it is not proper business procedure
to purchase on credit before the previous balance had been paid; thus, when the
shopkeeper extends further credit, the old balance is converted into a loan; the
halachah does not follow Rabbi Yehudah]. The wage of a hired worker is not
cancelled, but if it had been converted into a loan, it is cancelled. Rabbi Yose
says: The [payment for] any work that must stop with shemittah [such as pruning,

plowing, sowing, etc.], is [converted to a loan and thus, is] cancelled; but, if it
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need not stop with shemittah, then, it

is not cancelled [the halachah does not
follow Rabbi Yose].

2) One who slaughters a cow and

divides it up [among those who had

agreed to purchase portions of the
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animal] on Rosh HaShanah [of the

eighth year]: If the month had been intercalated, [i.e., the preceding month of
Elul, had been declared by Sanhedrin as possessing thirty, rather than twenty-nine
days; thus, the first day of Rosh HaShanah was the thirtieth day of Elul and
therefore, also the last day of the shemittah. Consequently, the debt incurred by
those purchasing shares in the animal was on the last day of the seventh year
which has now carried into the eighth year and] is cancelled; but, if it had not
been intercalated [thus, Rosh HaShanah was, in fact, the first day of the eighth
year], it is not cancelled. [Penalties for] rape, seduction, and libel [before the
perpetrators are brought to court are not considered collectable loans, and are
therefore, not cancelled, since one who confesses is exempted from the fine], and
any other financial obligations arising from court decree, are not cancelled [once
a court decree is written the obligation is as good as collected]. One whose loan
is secured by collateral, and one who hands over his loan documents to a court,
[his loan] is not cancelled [by shemittah. The verse states: “And this is the
manner of the release; every creditor must release his hand; that which he lent
his friend he must not exact from his friend” (Deuteronomy 15:3). The Sifti
deduces from here, that, that which is already in his hand and a loan which is in

the hand of Bet din is not released or cancelled].
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(3) [A loan secured by] a prosbul [the
next Mishnah explains the term] is not
cancelled [by shemittah. This was one
of the things instituted by Hillel
HaZakan; for when he saw that people
were refraining from lending to one
another, and were transgressing that
which is written in the Torah, “Guard
yourself, lest there be in your heart an
unfaithful thought, saying, The seventh
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year, the year of the release has

approached and you will be miserly with your needy brother and you will not
give him; (Deuteronomy 15:9).””] Hillel then instituted the prosbul. [It should be
noted that, at the time of Hillel, since the laws regarding the return of properties
during Yoveil were no longer in force, the laws regarding the cancellation of
loans of shemittah were also not in effect, as according to this opinion (see Gittin
36b), one was dependent on the other. However, the Rabbis reinstituted the laws

of shemittah, so Hillel was not circumventing Biblical law].
@) This is the body [and essence] of the prosbul: 1 declare before you, so-and-so,
the judges of such and such a place, that any debt that I have outstanding, I may
collect it whenever I wish. And the judges [may act as witnesses and] sign at the
bottom [of the prosbul document] or the witnesses [sign on the bottom. The
effect of the prosbul document was that the debt was handed over to Bet Din and
tantamount to having been collected before the advent of shemittah].

(5) A pre-dated prosbul is legal [for the harm done by this is only to the lender
himself; should he lend any money after writing the prosbul, the prosbul will
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been drawn up]. Pre-dated loan

documents are not valid [since written loan documents also serve to secure liens
on the debtor's property, he will be claiming property which the debtor had sold
before the actual transaction of the debt, illegally], but those post-dated are valid
[for the lender will only be harming himself, since he will not be entitled to claim
any property other than from the time specified in the document]. If one borrows
from five people, a prosbul must be made for each [creditor]; but if five borrow
from one person [since there is only one lender], he writes only one prosbul for

all [his outstanding loans].

(6) A prosbul is written only for [a debt secured by] land [since land cannot be
hidden, therefore when one hands over a debt to the court secured by land, it is
considered as if it had been collected]; and if [the debtor] has none, then [the
creditor] can give him title to a share, however small, of his own field [i.e.,
property of little value is sufficient for writing a prosbul on a large debt]. If he
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had land pledged [as security] in town
[for another debt], a prosbul may be
written based on it. Rabbi Hutzpit
says: A prosbul may be written for a
man based on the property of his wife
husband
usufructuary rights], or for orphans

[where the enjoys

[where the guardian borrowed money
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on behalf of the orphans] on the

security of property belonging to their guardians. [Though the prosbul was a
Rabbinical enactment, they only enacted it where it would not appear as though
totally contradicting a Biblical injunction. Thus even a loan which had as much
as a semblance of being backed by land was approved to be handed over to the

court and was deemed collected by the writing of the prosbul].

(7) [Regarding] a bee-hive [that is lying on the ground, which is not cemented in
place], Rabbi Eliezer says: It is considered land; and [thus] a prosbul may be
written based on it [as security], and it is not susceptible to impurity while it
remains in its place [just as land is not susceptible to impurity], and one who
detaches [honey] from it on Shabbat is liable. The Sages, however, say: It is not
considered land, [therefore] a prosbul may not be written based on it, it does
contract impurity while in its place, and one who detaches honey from it on
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Shabbat is exempt from any liability.

[All agree, where the bee-hive is

cemented to the ground, it is

considered land, and where it was

suspended on pegs, all agree that it is
not considered land].

@®) If one returns a debt during the

shemittah year, he [the creditor] must
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say to him: I release [the debt]; if he 333w 37 1 7P a0 Ani3 ooy

says: Even so [I insist], he may accept 11,7117 OX1 7322 1 X2 ,iny 112
it from him, [the reason being] because

it states: “And this is the [727 —] word of the release” (Deuteronomy 15:2), [727
being translated, literally, as word; as long as the creditor states that he releases
the debt he has thereby fulfilled his obligation]. So, too, when [an involuntary]
murderer went into exile to a city of refuge, and the residents of the city would
want to honor him, he must say to them: I am a murderer. If they say: Even so
[we wish to honor you], he may then accept [the honor] from them, because it
states: “And this is the [727 —] word of the killer,” [727 being translated as

word; as long as he states this he has, thereby, fulfilled his obligation].

@) If one [insists and] repays his debts in the shemittah year, the Sages are
pleased with him. If one borrows from a convert whose sons had converted with
him [i.e., those sons fathered before his conversion], he need not repay the sons
[since converts are considered newly born and are thus, not legal heirs].
Nevertheless [in the case where the father had no other sons after his conversion],
if he returns [the debt to his sons], the Sages are pleased with him. All movable

XMID21 7772y 1127
W NPYIAW 03 NWAWA QT MR 1T ny oK 13 1a%m PR LAKLA 270 nawa 1mn
5y AX 1Y MK 0w Yaw ypn v omen MKW A8102 KK NURWR Myaw PRY IN0hwa
RITNW 1 INMW KK TV K91.1310 $2p1 5 y17a% 1v1n K 13 78 Yy R mo 1o K LD 18
KRSy M MY LAVRWT 92T N YRKAW 1K vnwn 1 mKw ywa aph nvws 1T
MW MKW PIY PRI A0 AR DR MKW WK AT T bawn KiTw Pen Ky
MY .YnIwa 2 M By 927 I 1, IwRY AT KOK Y PRI AN K
271 1K 125 M KD A3 M 0hon I, nvn 1% im0 Sy ax mon’ nxw
DWwn 11y 1N 1125 Kp1T L AMANT T DM 1 M AN N30 NN Ox 125 o

Copyright © 2008 eMishnah.com All Rights Reserved.
Excerpted from "The Mishnah: A New Integrated Translation and Commentary"
Distributed by Israel Book Shop (732) 901-3009



139 SHEVI'IT 10 27D DPyhaw 255

objects are acquired [only] by the act  73p3 ,JPvowna 22 g amil oonin
of mashikhah [— pulling or drawing D227 711,127 DX O°pRAD 21 .12°wn2
the object towards oneself thus 2% Al

obligating oneself to the purchase]; but

whoever [has agreed to a purchase and has not yet made mashikhah,

nevertheless,] fulfills his word, the Sages are pleased with him.
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