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Mishnah Shevi'it, chapter 7

(1) A major rule was laid down
concerning shemittah-year produce:
Anything that may be considered food
for humans or cattle, or is a species [of
plants] used for dyeing, and [anything
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which rots if left unpicked and] does  .27M7 Y3 APXM PRI WY
not last in the ground, the laws of

shemittah are applicable to it and are applicable to money exchanged for it,
[should the shemittah produce be exchanged for meat or fish, then the latter
become endowed with the sanctity of the former. Should the meat or fish, in turn,
be exchanged for other food, or, should he purchase food with the money] the
law of biur [removal] is applicable to it and to its money substitute. [Shemittah
produce could be eaten as long as similar produce grew in the fields and was
available to the beasts of the field. Once the produce was no longer available to
the cattle, all similar produce that had been gathered in had to be removed from
one's home and declared ownerless; (Leviticus 25:7).] Which [produce is
included in this rule]? The edible leaves of the wild /uf [though these leaves are
not susceptible to food defilement (Uktzin 3:4), nevertheless, they are considered
food in respect to the laws of shemittah]. The leaves of mint, [non-cultivated]
endives, [and] leeks, [both endives and leeks had two varieties — the cultivated
kind, planted in gardens and those growing uncultivated; when the former
abound, the latter are not regarded as human food, but in the seventh year, when
endives are not found in the garden, those in the field are considered food]
portulaca, and the milk flower [so called because its flower was as white as milk,
alternatively, when cut, it releases a milk-like substance]. And [what is
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v39 SHEVI'IT 7

considered] food for cattle? Thorns
and thistles. And [what is considered
species of] dyeing matter?
Aftergrowths of woad [isatis tinctoria,
producing a deep, blue dye] and
madder [a plant used for red dye.] To
all these does the law of the shemittah
apply, to
exchanged for them, and the law of

them and to monies
[biur] removal applies to them and to

the monies exchanged for them.
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(2) Yet another rule was stated: Things

that are not considered food for humans, or for cattle, [but have other purposes,
such as those plants with medicinal properties and as such, are not considered
firewood] or those plants which are not used for dyeing purposes, and [anything,
including plants used for food or dye which do not rot if left unpicked and] last
[over the winter] in the ground, [though they] are subject to the laws of shemittah
and [the laws of shemittah also] apply to monies exchanged for them; however,
the law of [biur] removal does not apply to them or to monies exchanged for
them [the reason being, that in the latter case, shemittah produce could be eaten
as long as similar produce grew in the fields and was available to the beast of
the field.] [And] which are these? The roots of the wild /uf, the root of the
mint, and the akrebanin [prickly creepers on palm-trees], the roots of the milk
flower [mentioned in the previous Mishnah] and the bukhruiah. What is the
species of dyeing matter? Dyer's madder and rikhpah [roots, which were cooked
in hot water, the water was then used for the treatment of worms]. The laws of
shemittah apply to them and to monies exchanged for them, but the law
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5 SHEVI'IT 7

of [biur] removal does not apply to
them or to monies exchanged for them.
Rabbi Meir says: Monies exchanged
for them must be used up by the new
year [since the law of biur does apply
to them]. The Sages answered: If the
law of biur does not apply to the plants
themselves, how, then could they

T P92 noynaw 230

DRT IR CTRD 227 M2 TPRT? KDY
X 177,12 1R TIWT UKD TY PR
T3 107 0BPR A nT? WM YR w3
oT? w L pryesm ooty vebp Y
YT yI%T 0OV PRI OYAw
iy PRY 702 I X9 iy
X?1 ,niio22 X9 ,myeaw nipa ming
X?1 ,nipTwa X1 ,ni?232 %1 ,ninmn2

apply to their money substitute?!
[Rabbi Meir maintains however, that the plants themselves are easily
recognizable as being a species not requiring biur removal but monies, once
exchanged, are not distinguishable and hence, as a precaution, require biur].
(3) The law of shemittah applies to the peels and the flower [on the top] of the
pomegranate, to shells and pits [all the aforementioned were used in making
dyes], and also to monies exchanged for them. The dyer may use them [the plants
of the seventh year]| for himself, but he may not dye for payment since one may
not do business with shemittah produce, nor with first-born animals. [First-born
kosher animals are given to the priest and are sacrificed in the Temple; the meat
is then eaten by the priest (see Numbers 18:15). Where the animal has a
disqualifying blemish prohibiting it from being offered as a sacrifice, it loses its
sanctity but still remains the property of the priest. It may be slaughtered and
eaten by non-priests; however, it is prohibited to work with it or to shear its wool.
The Rabbis forbade its being sold since they feared one may come to hold onto
first-born animals until the price rises and during that time, one may come to
work with them or shear them. One may not do business] with terumah [the
Rabbis forbade selling them in a business fashion lest one storing them come to
eat from them], or with carrion, or with treifah, or with reptiles or with creeping
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things [all the aforementioned are
prohibited from being eaten and,
according to the Yerushalmi, those
items that are Biblically forbidden to
be eaten may not be sold in a business
fashion (Yerushalmi 19a)]. One may
not gather wild vegetables and sell
them in the market [since this has the
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appearance of doing business with

shemittah produce]; but he may gather them and have his son sell them for him
[even though he picked them to sell, this does not have the appearance of doing
business with shemittah produce]. If he gathered them for his own use, and then

left over, he may sell them.

@) If one bought a [blemished,] first-born [which could, therefore, be eaten by
non-priests] for his son's [wedding] feast or for a Festival, and [it turns out that]
he did not need it, he may resell it [this is not considered doing business with a
first-born; however, he may not sell it for a profit]. Hunters of wild animals, birds
or fish, who chanced upon non-kosher species, [being that they were acquired
accidentally] may sell them. Rabbi Yehudah says: Also someone [who is not a
hunter] who happened to chance upon [a non-kosher species] may buy or sell,
provided that he does not make a regular trade of it [and has other means of
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259 SHEVI'IT 7

support]. But the Sages do not allow
this [for a non-professional hunter;
they also argue on the Tanna Kamma
maintaining that a professional hunter
may catch, at the outset, non-kosher
species and sell them, since he had to
pay a heavy tax into the royal coffers;
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whereas, the Tanna Kamma maintain,

that there are two requirements necessary to allow the selling of non-kosher
species a) that he be a professional hunter and b) that he chances upon it. The

halachah follows Rabbi Yehudah].

(5) The law of shemittah is applicable to shoots of the service-tree and to [shoots
of] carobs and to money exchanged for them; the law of [biur] removal is
applicable both to them and their money substitutes [since they are edible (Tiferet
Yisrael)]. The law of shemittah is applicable to shoots of the terebinth, the
pistachio tree and the white thorn [tree which contains black edible seeds], and
to their money substitutes; but [unlike the shoots of the service-tree and carob,
since they do not wither and fall off and are, hence, available to the beasts of the
field the entire year] they are not subject to the law of [biur] removal, nor is their
money substitute liable to the law of [biur] removal. But the law of [biur]
removal does apply to their leaves, since they do fall off their stems [and wither].
6) The law of shemittah is applicable to the rose, henna, balsam [resin, and],
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lotus [rose, henna and lotus are used as
spices] and to their money substitutes
[and the law of biur removal is
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money substitutes]. Shimon
says:
applicable to the balsam [resin],
because this is not [considered] a fruit
[but is rather considered a product of the wood of the tree and wood is not subject
to the laws of shemittah].
(7) A new rose [i.e., of the seventh year which is subject to shemittah laws] which
is preserved in old oil [i.e., oil of the sixth year which is not subject to shemittah]:
The rose may be removed [before the biur deadline, and the oil, even though
containing the flavor of the rose, is not subject to biur removal (see Tosfot Rabbi
Akiva Eiger here and in 9:5); however, it does have the sanctity of shemittah and
may be consumed only in the permitted fashion]; but if an old rose [of the
seventh-year subject to shemittah] was preserved in new oil [of the eighth-year
and had already passed the biur deadline], it [the rose and the oil] is subject to
the law of [biur] removal. New carobs [of the shemittah year] preserved in old
[sixth-year] wine [which had already passed the biur deadline], or old [seventh-
year] carobs in new [eighth-year] wine, are subject to the law of [biur] removal.
This is the general rule: If one variety is mixed with a different variety and it has
the power to impart flavor [to the other, such as the two cases of the carob], both
varieties are subject to the law of [biur] removal; but if it is mixed with the same
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kind, then [the whole is subject to NI 22 NP Ny 2w XMW 22 ,i1m2
removal] even if only [mixed with] the Halijolgihioitehian) N’?tzﬂ MAPNI
smallest quantity [i.e., even without

imparting any flavor]. Produce of the shemittah year [after the biur deadline]
renders similar types prohibited even [if it exists] in the smallest quantity
[however, before the biur deadline the mixture does not acquire shemittah
sanctity unless there is enough to impart flavor]; but if they are different species,

[shemittah sanctity sets in] only when flavor is imparted.
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