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Mishnah Shevi'it, chapter 6 1 PD My 3w

() [The laws of shemittah apply only iy Y '?; .n*y*:rgz'; NN 127'71? N
to the Land of Israel. This is deduced N'?'! '?DNJ Nl ;22712 79N '?in:z?? i@he) ,'?;__1;
from the verse which states: “When 79127121 ,0°13% *21y 9" Inw 221 7233
you come to the Land that I am giving 12 .72¥3 X2 22X ,%2K1 ,7I0K 91 37
to you, the Land should keep a rest —

a Shabbat to the Lord” (Leviticus 25:2).] There are three lands [within the Land
of Israel that have different laws] with reference to shemittah. The territory
occupied by those who came up from Babylon [under the leadership of Ezra,
namely,] from the Land of Israel as far as Keziv, [these areas were conquered
twice, once by Yehoshua and the second time, by Ezra, and is considered Israel
for all purposes, and its fruit] may not be eaten [if illegally cultivated, or without
the removal of the produce which grew of its own accord after the biur removal
deadline (see beginning of next chapter)], nor [may its soil] be cultivated [in the
seventh year]. The territory occupied by those who came up from Egypt [with
Yehoshua, and was conquered only once], namely, from Keziv to the river, and
until Amanah, [the territory occupied by Yehoshua was greater in area than the
subsequent territory controlled by Ezra and the fruit thereof] may be eaten
[without the removal of the produce after the biur deadline], but [its soil may]
not [be] cultivated. [This Tanna maintains that the sanctification of the Land
during the time of Yehoshua lapsed after the destruction of the First Temple.
However, the Rabbis decreed that, although it does not have the sanctity of Israel
and one may eat of its fruit, the Land may not be cultivated on shemittah.] [The
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third land is] from the river until
Amanah and inwards, [produce] may
be eaten and [the soil] cultivated
[since its soil does not possess the
sanctity of the Land and thus, is not

subject to the laws of shemittah].
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) In Syria [which was captured by

King David before he captured all of Israel proper and thus, is considered to be
similar to Israel regarding some laws, but not regarding others], one may perform
work on detached produce [in a normal manner, even if it comes from a field
which was closed to the public during shemittah, which is not the case in Israel
proper where such produce may be processed only through a change in the
normal process (see 8:6 further)], but not on attached [produce. The Rabbis
forbade this, lest people leave Israel and move to Syria to escape shemittah
regulations; but they permitted processing detached produce to enable the poor
to obtain work close to Israel]. They may thresh, winnow, tread and heap [the
produce], and even bind them [into sheaves], but they may not reap [the crops],
or cut the grapes, or harvest the olives [since these are attached produce]. Rabbi
Akiva stated this general rule: The kind of work that is [Biblically] permitted in
Israel [in a normal manner, but was, Rabbinically forbidden, unless performed

with a change] may be performed in Syria [in a normal manner].
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(3) Onions [which had grown in the
sixth year and were picked, but were
replanted in the seventh year] upon
which rain had descended and had
sprouted: If their leaves had turned
dark [thus,
growth from the ground], they are

indicating  additional
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forbidden [i.e., subject to shemittah

regulations]. If they had become pale [and were beginning to whither, indicating
that there was no additional growth from the ground and that the sprouting is
from the onion itself], they are permitted. Rabbi Hanina ben Antignus says: If
[their leaves are strong enough so that] they [the onions] can be plucked out by
their leaves, they are forbidden [since this indicates growth from the ground; had
there been no nourishment from the ground, the leaves would tear off].
Conversely, [if these onions were picked in the sixth year, then replanted in the
seventh, resuming its growth and strengthening its leaves, which then designates
them as shemittah produce, as above, and then one picks them and then replants
them] in the year after the shemittah, they [once again, become reclassified as
eighth-year produce, if their leaves indicate resumption of growth and] are

permitted [the halachah does not follow Rabbi Hanina ben Antignus].

4) From when may a man buy vegetables following the shemittah year [and
assume that they no longer are shemittah produce]? From the time that
comparable crops [of the eighth year] are produced. If the area where fruit ripens
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quickly produced, then even [produce]
from an area which is late in ripening
is also permissible [since it can be
claimed that the produce belongs to
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the early-ripening variety].
permitted buying
immediately following the termination

of the seventh year [since most of the vegetables were imported from outside

Israel].
(5) One may not take out oil of burning [i.e., oil of terumah which was defiled
and had to be burned. The priest, however, may benefit from its heat or light] or
produce of the seventh year from the Land [of Israel] to outside the Land. [The
Rabbis instituted the requirement to burn defiled ferumah in Israel to equate it
with disqualified sacrificial meat, which must be burned in the area where it may
be eaten. The requirement that produce of shemittah may not be taken out of
Israel is deduced from the verse regarding biur which states: “And all of its
produce may (also) be eaten by your domestic animals and by the wild animals
that are in your Land”]. Rabbi Shimon said: I have heard it expressly stated that
they may be taken out to Syria (see above, Mishnah 2, regarding the special status
of Syria), but not to any other country outside the Land [the Ahalachah does not
follow Rabbi Shimon].

(6) One may not bring terumah from outside the Land [of Israel] into Israel [so
that priests should not be tempted to go to retrieve terumah from outside the
Land, and thus, become defiled. The Rabbis decreed the land outside of Israel
defiled due to the fear of the presence of human bone; later, the airspace was
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also declared defiled, see Shabbat X’MEn PX°2BY W22 "nynw Jiynw

15b)]. Rabbi Shimon said: I have :?'.!;572 TSI PRI PX)

heard it expressly stated that one may

bring [terumah] from Syria, [since its airspace was not decreed defiled, thus,

even if priests would enter Syria to retrieve terumah, they could enter in a manner

that would not defile them (Melechet Shlomoh)] but [one may] not [bring] from
outside the Land.
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