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Mishnah Shevi'it, chapter 5

(1) White figs [which take three years
to fully ripen] have the law of
shemittah applied to them in the
second year [of the shemittah cycle],
since they ripen once in three years
[thus, if the fruit emerged during
shemittah it takes that year and the
next for it to ripen and then it is picked
the following year]. Rabbi Yehudah
says: Parsaot figs [which take two
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years to fully ripen] have the law of

shemittah applied to them in the year following the seventh year, since they ripen
once in two years. They said to him: This [that we identify the fig with the year
that it emerged rather than the year that it was picked] was only said in regard
to the species of white figs [parsaot figs, however are treated as vegetables and

are identified as being of the year they are picked].
) If lof [a type of onion buried under the ground for storage] is placed in the
soil for preservation during the shemittah year, Rabbi Meir says: It must be
[buried] not less than two se'ah in quantity; [the pile in the hole must be] three
handbreadths in height, and covered with earth, one handbreadth deep [and thus,
remove any appearance of planting]. The Sages say: It must not be less than four
kav in quantity, [piled] one handbreadth high, and covered with earth, one
handbreadth deep. It should be buried in ground over which people tread [thus
stifling growth].

(3) [The verse states: “And all of its produce may (also) be eaten by your domestic
animals and by the wild animals that are in your Land.” (Leviticus 25:7) The
juxtaposition of the domestic animal to the wild animal teaches, that as long as
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wild animals have a particular food
available for them to eat in the field,
then you may store some of that
particular food to feed your domestic
animals from your house. However,
once consumed, you must remove that
which you had in your house and
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declare it ownerless; this is referred to

as biur. Once removed, there is an argument (Shevi'it 9:8) as to who may partake
of this produce. Rabbi Yehudah maintains that only the poor may do so, while
Rabbi Yose maintains that anyone, including the prior owner, may take, as well
as the poor.] If lof [which consists of two parts, the bulb buried underneath the
ground (which is not subject to biur since there is always a supply available in
the ground) and the leafy part which is above ground (and is subject to biur)]
has remained [in the ground until] after the passing of the seventh year, Rabbi
Eliezer says: If the poor had gathered the leaves [of the /lof during the shemittah
year], all is well; but if not [resulting in the leaves now containing growth of the
shemittah year as well as the eighth year], then he must make an accounting with
the poor [i.e., he may only take that which he estimates grew during the eighth
year; the rest, he must give to the poor. Rabbi Eliezer holds like Rabbi Yehudah
that after biur, the produce belongs only to the poor]. Rabbi Yehoshua [who
believes like Rabbi Yose that all may partake of the biur produce] says: If the
poor had gathered the leaves, all is well; if not, no accounting is necessary [since

he, himself, is also entitled to it].

@) [Completely ripe] lof of the sixth year that remains until the seventh [with no
further growth], similarly summer onions and dyer's madder grown in choice soil,
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the School of Shammai say it must be
uprooted with wooden rakes [using
metal implements resembles working
the land]. The School of Hillel say:
[Even] with metal spades [since this is
not the usual implement used, people
seeing this will not attribute this to
working the land]. However, they both
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agree, in the case of dyer's madder 7173y , 7SR P31 T Pan N7 72 PaX
growing [wild] in rocky soil, that they

may be uprooted with metal spades [since no one sows on rocky soil even the

School of Shammai permits with metal spades].
(5) From when may one purchase /of after the seventh year [without fear that it
might be shemittah produce, in the case of a seller who is suspect]? Rabbi
Yehudah says: At once [since as stated in the Mishnah above, /of dug up during
shemittah must be done in an unusual manner, prohibited shemittah produce was
not likely to be available in the market immediately after shemittah]; but the
Sages say: [Only] when the new [eighth-year] crop is abundant.

(6) These are implements that a craftsman may not sell in the seventh year [to one
who is suspect regarding the laws of shemittah]: A plow and all its accessories,
a yoke [to connect a plow to the animals], a winnowing-fork, and a mattock; but
he may sell a hand sickle, a scythe, and a cart with all its implements [since one
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may cut small amounts from fields left
open to the public]. This is the general
principle: Any tools used for
prohibited work may not be sold in the
seventh year; but, if it is used both for
a prohibited and a permissible
purpose, it may be [sold].
(7) The potter may sell [to one who is
the

shemittah] five oil-jars and fifteen

suspect regarding laws  of
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wine-jars, for this is the usual amount

one collects from ownerless [shemittah] produce; but if he brought more than this
[i.e., more wine and oil than would fit into the aforementioned jars, we don't say
that he probably collected this illegally from a field which was not accessible to
the public and therefore], it is permissible [to sell him more jars]. One may sell
[more jars] to gentiles in Israel [and we do not fear that he may resell them to a

Jew] and to Jews in other lands.

®) The School of Shammai say: One must not sell him [one who is suspect
regarding the laws of shemittah] a plowing cow in the seventh year, while the
School of Hillel permit, since he can slaughter it [and use it for food. The School
of Shammai maintain that one usually does not slaughter a cow that was trained
to pull a plow]. One may sell him produce even during the planting season [we
may assume that he uses it as food], and one may lend him a se'ah measure
although it is known that he has a threshing-floor [we may assume that he is using
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it in the process of permissible
than  prohibited

storage]. One makes small change for

grinding, rather
him even though it is known that he
has workers [who are illegally working
the land, since it is possible that he
needs the change for other purposes].
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But regarding all these cases [listed 70 PR°ImR RY ,Fl'ggt__; yan o om0
above], if he states clearly [that he
requires them for unlawful purposes], they would be forbidden.

9 A woman may lend to her friend who is suspect regarding the laws of
shemittah [for example, she may be using produce which did not have biur], a
sifter, a sieve, a hand-mill, or an oven [since all of these can be used for other
purposes than the preparation of food]; however, she may not [actually] sort or
grind with her [since she may be assisting in the preparation of prohibited food].
The wife of a haver [one who is careful in the observance of the laws of purity
and Levitical gifts] may lend to the wife of an am ha'aretz [one who is careless
in the observance of the laws of purity and Levitical gifts] a sifter and a sieve
and may even sort, grind or sift flour with her [we do not fear that she is helping
in the preparation of prohibited untithed food since most amay ha'aretz do
actually tithe their food. Furthermore, before the produce has become wet, it is
not susceptible to impurity and thus, there is no fear she is defiling consecrated
food]; however once she poured water [over the flour, it now becomes subject
to hallah (the gift of dough given to the priest) which is a consecrated food and
it also now becomes susceptible to impurity therefore], she should not help her,
for no assistance must be given to transgressors [since the am ha'aretz, his family
and vessels are assumed to be in an impure state she is now defiling the dough

XMIv7212 7°72W 120
NYWw3a 198K wnnS NIy o vInw Y53 70T PXT 20 PKRaw 1021 ,100n THnn’ (v
W RY1LMA D W TN KT T90KS 105nT [p1H KT YT R [ITnK K9 LT
myn o om myn 1% UM 1T K AeneST Hnnd KeRTNIRD 0105 TTn Kow
RNw [7NKT 177V M2 T YTon Kynn D90 1% W g RiTw 0 DY N muTea
Sy mmwnn Y mox DMK v MoK 1275w wrs ox a9 iy KT Py IRwY
RIT NMIYN 712 71909 MK AR LF10 1y7a K92 My AR Dyhaw neb 919K vt
wanH Xnw .MAN 710 (712 PNu? XnwT LOMA ST DK 12 MY IR AR LA

Copyright © 2008 eMishnah.com All Rights Reserved.
Excerpted from "The Mishnah: A New Integrated Translation and Commentary"
Distributed by Israel Book Shop (732) 901-3009



209 SHEVI'IT § 7 PR Ny 222

and thus defiling the hallah which will ~ °277 *38% XPX 11§ X7 172 .72y "2y
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of assistance] were allowed in the ooy

interests of peace. Gentiles may be

encouraged [by extending one's best wishes to him for success] during the
seventh year, but not Jews. In the interests of peaceful relationships, greetings [of
“Shalom”] may be exchanged with them [even if they are idolaters and even on
their religious holiday, though “Shalom” is occasionally used as a Name of God

(Bartenurah Gittin 6:9)].
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