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Mishnah Shevi'it, chapter 4

(1) At first, it was the practice to allow
a man to gather wood, stones and
herbs; that is, [only] large ones from
his field [by selecting only the largest,
he makes obvious his intention to use
them only for building purposes, thus
there is no fear that it appears as

T 9D n°YynaAw 211

T P nyaw 13N

D'y 07X LP7R oMK 7 UKD N
XY 72 LY Tim o2y DX
127W1 D37 O3 NX ,1720 2Y Tinn vpon
Tirk vRZR M1 XY WPNT T2y 2
Xow L Sw Timm vpbn an L YW
ory vERw wi Py oy M2l
XIWI YAN IPPIIY AT 2 ninim

though he is field;
therefore, he gathers the large pieces]

clearing his yun Ko 7TV N 727WIY LYhaw
in the same way as he was allowed to gather from the field of his friend [even
the small pieces of wood or stones, since no one is suspected of clearing a field
not his own]. When the transgressors multiplied [who collected on their own
fields, both large and small, while pretending to collect large stones, the Sages
completely forbade collecting on one's own field and], instituted that one may
collect [only] from another's field, provided that he receives no favor [for doing
so, i.e., that the owner of the field does not even thank him and], it goes without
saying, that no stipulation could be made for receiving food [in return for his
work].
2) A field from which thorns had been cleared [during shemittah, though this is
forbidden no penalty is imposed and it] may be sown in the eighth year; but if [it
was a time that they were under the threat of capital punishment for non-payment
of taxes, the Sages permitted plowing and planting in order to pay taxes to the
ruling power, however, if] it [the field] had been plowed thoroughly [i.e., twice,
which is beyond that which is required to produce a sufficient crop to pay the
taxes], or it had been enclosed [so that cattle had been allowed to manure the
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field, a penalty is imposed and], it may
not be sown in the eighth year. If a
field had been improved upon in the
seventh year, the School of Shammai
say: Its fruits may not be eaten [by
anyone], but the School of Hillel say:
They may be eaten [this was before the
Rabbinical ban of eating shemittah
produce even if they grew on their
own (see further 9:1)]. The School of
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Shammai say: One may not eat fruits

of the shemittah year and be thankful [for them, since in reality, they do not
belong to the owner of the field], but the School of Hillel say: They may be eaten,
whether or not he is thankful. Rabbi Yehudah says: The statements are reversed
[i.e., it is the School of Shammai which state that it is permitted]; for this is one
of the [unusual] instances where the School of Shammai are more lenient and the

School of Hillel, more stringent (see Eiduyot 5:1).
(3) Newly-plowed fields may be rented from gentiles in the seventh year [to be
sown during the eighth year, even though he thereby encourages the gentile to
plow his field during shemittah], but not from Jews; gentiles may be encouraged
[by extending one's best wishes to him for success] during the seventh year, but
not Jews. In the interests of peaceful relationships, greetings [of “Shalom”] may
be exchanged with them [even if they are idolaters and even on their religious
holiday, though “Shalom” is occasionally used as a Name of God (Bartenurah
Gittin 5:9)].

XMID21 7772y 1127
MPR PR7INM DS MW WA KT DX OVD 0w N 02w Yaw A qwamw anuay
T3 YW WIS 1N Mypapn Sy Sumin oni Sy oonk madni anvw Mmoot nywa
X1 17N DAX W NT 1227 1Mop 0Mys TNy Wi 0K %1% NKIann 2P onm o
/23997 PPIBA IPINIKTI A0 12 WYY NN T M Wwyw T N nwn nw
5 03P LMW IRYINA YATN KD 1w 12 DAt 10 1 KK MawK 1nn wy KO
Mo Anrapex KM oHYaY W PRTm PRT ORIV YIpnIan ane ama
722 5y 93PS SxAwr 9137 110 1N A T 10 1A PRI LRYTPY R maT .oan
M21% 0w 0 SV ORI MW IRYMY 1YY Ynwa Iwnnw MonT 1T mwS oma n
17 9127 WM ARYND DX L1121 YT DD (7 e 77 03 1 WY ) Lnvawa win®

Copyright © 2008 eMishnah.com All Rights Reserved.
Excerpted from "The Mishnah: A New Integrated Translation and Commentary"
Distributed by Israel Book Shop (732) 901-3009



by SHEVI'IT 4 T 9D n°YynaAw 213

@) If one thins out his olive trees [in .0’ DM "RY M2 00712 baini
the seventh year, not because he wants ~ P*2nn2 D°7im1 .0 00 MIR P90 NP
to benefit their growth, but because he  .D°3W X TIX 277 KW AR DY Y
needs the wood (see Tosfot Yom ©"37 fm2 .17 782 71 W90 ,poned
Tov)] — the School of Shammai say:  ,1121 2@ Jima 22K .50 7imn 0K
He may [not completely uproot them X2 ,n”2 ypamn 1o ,7"??_'5?;0 X
since this would have the appearance X D%12KX2 X7 702R '?:N ,2y3 e
of working the ground; rather, he may] 187 x> ARY NP YRPD wpa
only raze them to the ground; but the X .Wp2 X 01282 X3 71920 92X ,10y2
School of Hillel say: He may X7V 150 ,N°y°2W3 mapw ﬂ'_?m; PR¥Ip
completely uproot. They, [the School ~ ,1OX ,A2772 , MR AT °27 7Y
of Hillel] however, agree that if one

clears [an area of] his field, he may only raze it to the ground [and not dig out
the roots, since this indeed appears as if he is preparing his field for sowing].
What is considered thinning [where the School of Hillel permit completely
uprooting]? One or two [trees]. [And what is considered] clearing? Three trees
which are close to one another. In regard to what was this said? Regarding his
own property, but regarding the property of another, even if he clears [three trees
next to each other] he may uproot [them, since it is obvious that he needs them

for wood].

(5) If one splits [slats of wood from] a [growing] olive tree, he may not cover
[the gash] with earth [since this not only protects the tree, but also stimulates
growth], but he may cover it with stones or straw [to protect it from drying out].
[So, too,] if one cuts beams from a sycamore tree, he must not cover [the
incision] with earth, but he may cover it with stones or straw. One may not cut
down a virgin sycamore in the seventh year [a practice which encourages the
growth of branches to be used as beams], since this is actual [agricultural]
labor. Rabbi Yehudah says: If [cut down] in the usual manner [i.e., below ten
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handbreadths] it is forbidden; he either
cuts it ten handbreadths above [the
soil], or he razes it to ground level
[since anyone cutting virgin sycamore
to stimulate the growth of branches
would not cut it in this manner]. (6) If
one clips [the end of] grape-vines, or
reeds

cuts [normally done to
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strengthen the trunk; here however, he 121 .im"2 7in? 0¥ 202 172 P9
needs the wood (see above Mishnah 4

and Tosfot Yom Tov), Rabbi Yose HaGalili says: He leaves [uncut at least] one
handbreadth [from the ground so that it does not appear as if he is working his
field]. But Rabbi Akiva says: He may cut them in the usual manner, with an axe,
sickle or saw or with whatever he pleases. A tree that had cracked may be tied
in the seventh year, not that it should heal [and reconnect], but rather, that the

crack should not widen.

(7) [The verse regarding shemittah produce states: “And the produce of the
Shabbat of the land, will be yours to eat.” (Leviticus 25:6) The Gemara (Pesahim
52b) deduces “to eat” but not to destroy, i.e., fruit of shemittah may not be
destroyed or wasted.] From when [from which stage of ripening] may one begin
to eat of the fruit of the trees in the seventh year [so that it is no longer considered
being wasteful]? With unripe figs: As soon as they had assumed a rosy
appearance, one may eat them in the field with his bread [since it was eaten even
at this stage of ripeness, as a snack on the field, but it was still forbidden to take
them home at this stage]; once they had [completely] ripened, one may also take
them home. And so, too, in the other years of the shemittah cycle [when this
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latter stage of complete ripeness has
been reached] they are subject to tithes
[during shemittah the produce is
considered ownerless and thus, not
subject to tithes].
8 Unripe grapes may be eaten with
bread in the field as soon as they
contain juice; when they ripen [when
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so, too, in the other years of the

shemittah cycle [when they have reached this latter stage] they are subject to

tithes.
) Olives: As soon as they [are able to] produce [if crushed,] a quarter log [of
oil] to each se'ah, may be split [this was done to soften them and sweeten their
taste prior to eating them] and eaten in a field [however, at this early stage, using
them for anointing would be considered wasteful and is thus, forbidden]; when
they produce a half-log [of oil], then he may crush them in a field and anoint
[himself] with their oil. When they reach a third [of their growth], they may be
crushed in the field and brought home. So, too, in the other years of the shemittah
cycle [when they have reached this latter stage], they are subject to tithes.
Regarding all other fruit of trees: The time [of year that] they become subject to
tithes is the time [of year] when they are permitted [to be eaten and brought into
the house] in the seventh year [thus only figs, grapes and olives have more than
one stage of ripening for consumption].
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(10) From when can [fruit] trees no
longer be felled [for their wood] in the
seventh year [since this would be
considered wasting its fruit and it
would also deprive others of enjoying
the fruits]? The School of Shammai
say: After they grow leaves [usually
around Nissan]. The School of Hillel
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say: Carob-trees, after they begin to

droop; grapevines, after they form seeds; olive-trees, after they had blossomed,
any other trees after they had produced leaves. And any tree, as soon as it reaches
the season for tithes, may be cut down [for wood, since there no longer is any
wastage of the fruit. It should be noted that there is a general prohibition against
cutting down fruit-producing trees (“For you will eat from it, and you must not
cut it down”, Deuteronomy 20:19), however, if the wood is more valuable than
the fruit, this prohibition does not apply]. What quantity [of oil] does an
olive-tree have to produce in order that it be [included in the general prohibition
of cutting fruit trees and thus] prohibited to cut down? One quarter [of a kav.
Once the tree ages and deteriorates and produces less than this amount, it is no
longer prohibited to cut down]. Rabbi Shimon ben Gamliel says: It all depends
on the [quality of the] olive-tree [one that produces a very high quality of oil has

a different minimum than a tree that produces oil of an inferior quality].
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