3P SHEVI'IT 2

Mishnah Shevi'it, chapter 2

(1) Up until when may a white field
[i.e., a grain-field; called a white field
because there are no trees giving
shade; alternatively the grain turns
white as it ripens] be plowed [in the
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sixth year] the eve of the seventh year? ~ PIIym1 72am 2 M8y Y 1PX]

Until the moisture has dried up [in the 21 .37 UX7 7y NiyPTma1 NiKYpR2
soil; thus, any further plowing cannot

benefit the sixth-year crop] — [which is] as long as men still plow in order to
plant cucumbers and gourds [which require moisture]. Said Rabbi Shimon: [This
one will say the moisture has dried up while another will say it has not and thus]
you are placing the law in the hands of each man! Rather, [one may plow] a
grain-field [to prepare it for sowing] until Pesah [which requires a significant
amount of moisture], and in the case of a field of trees, [where plowing can still
benefit the fruit on the tree by preserving the existing limited moisture; one is
allowed to do so] until Shavuot [the halachah follows Rabban Gamliel who
maintains that after the Temple was destroyed the prohibition begins upon Rosh

HaShanah of shemittah (see Mishnah 1:1)].

(2) Beds of cucumbers and gourds may be fertilized and hoed [around their roots]
until the New Year. [The general rule is that any action benefitting the fruit of
the sixth year or any action not Biblically prohibited during the shemittah year,
even if benefiting the fruit of the seventh year, is permitted during the
pre-shemittah prohibition period. (The Gemara Moed Katan 3a explains that only
those actions specifically mentioned in the verses of Leviticus 25:4,5 are
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Biblically  prohibited:
sowing, pruning, reaping and picking

They are

grapes.)] So too, may fields that must
be irrigated [be permitted to be
fertilized and hoed, since watering,
fertilizing and hoeing are not
Biblically forbidden on shemittah).

One may remove blemishes that are
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growing on trees, strip off leaves [to

lighten the tree], cover [uncovered] roots with earth, and fumigate plants [to kill
insects that are damaging the tree; all the aforementioned are permitted until Rosh
HaShanah]. Rabbi Shimon says: One may also strip leaves from a grape cluster
even in the seventh year itself [since Rabbi Shimon maintains that stripping
leaves merely protects a tree from damage but is not a stimulant for growth; the
halachah does not follow Rabbi Shimon (see Tosfot Yom Tov on Mishnah 10)].
(3) Stones may be cleared away [the entire sixth year| until Rosh HaShanah. Trees
may be pruned [of dry branches], thinned, and dry twigs may be clipped until
Rosh HaShanah. Rabbi Yehoshua says: Just as trimming and clipping is in the
fifth year [i.e., that the fifth-year crop sometimes requires trimming in the sixth
year], so, too, one performs this work in the sixth year [on sixth-year crops, even
if it extends into the seventh year, as well]; but Rabbi Shimon says: [Only] as
long as I am permitted to tend the tree [itself, i.e., until Shavuot (see 1:1 and
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2:1)], I am also permitted to clip [and
trim the well; the
halachah follows the Tanna Kamma].

branches as

) Saplings may be spread upon [with
clay to assist their healing when their
bark falls off], wrapped [to protect
them from the elements], and [one
may] place ash [on their roots],
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construct mounds of earth around them ~ Oipn ,MIX AT *27 JNIR PP X7
and water them until Rosh HaShanah

[since watering is forbidden only Rabbinically during shemittah]. Rabbi Elazar
bar R' Tzadok says: [If accomplished in an unusual manner] he may water the
branches even in the seventh year itself, but [he may] not [water] the trunk
[directly; the halachah does not follow Rabbi Elazar bar R' Tzadok and the
watering of trees in any manner is prohibited, in contrast to grain fields (see

Mishnah Rishonah and Mishnah 10 further)].

(5) Unripened fruit may be smeared with oil or pierced [to allow oil, or
alternatively, rain to enter within, which speeds their ripening] until Rosh
HaShanah; but fruit of the sixth year which [will not ripen and will] remain
unpicked until the seventh year, or those of the seventh year which remain
unpicked until the eighth, may not be smeared or pierced [in the first case, in the
sixth year and in the second case, in the eighth year]. Rabbi Yehudah says
[regarding sixth-year fruit that will ripen in the seventh year]: In places where it
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is the custom to smear, one may not
smear [the fruit], since that would be
considered work [for the seventh
year]; however, in places where the
custom is not to smear [since this is
not considered work], one may smear.
Rabbi Shimon permitted any kind of

work [in the eighth year] in connection
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with the tree itself [even though it

bears fruit of the seventh year], because [he maintains that] all work benefitting
the tree [itself and not its fruit] is permissible [the halachah follows the Tanna

Kammal.

(6) One may not plant [or], sink shoots [of a growing vine by bending and
burying part of the vine under the earth so that it grows into a separate vine] or
graft trees, in the sixth year less than thirty days before [the thirty-day prohibition
of tosfot shevi'it prior to] Rosh HaShanah. If he planted, sunk shoots or grafted,
he must uproot them [since it will definitely take root within the prohibited
thirty-day pre-shevi'it period]. Rabbi Yehudah says: Any grafting that has not
taken root within three days, will never do so [thus one may not plant,
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sink, or graft within a thirty-three day

period prior to Rosh HaShanah].

Rabbi Yose and Rabbi Shimon say:

[thus

begins two weeks prior to the thirty

days; the halachah follows Rabbi
Yose and Rabbi Shimon].

Two weeks the prohibition
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(7) [Unlike vegetables which are

designated as belonging to the year in which they were harvested,] rice, millet,
poppy and sesame that had taken root before Rosh HaShanah [are designated as
belonging to the year in which they had taken root and] must be tithed according
to the previous year [thus the crops of the first, second, fourth and fifth years are
counted from the year in which they took root and are subject to second tithes,
which are either taken to Jerusalem where they are eaten or redeemed for money
which is spent on food in Jerusalem; produce of the third and sixth years are
subject to tithes for the poor], and [therefore, such produce which took root in
the sixth year, do not acquire the sanctity of shemittah produce and] are
permissible in the seventh year. But if they did not [take root until after Rosh
HaShanah], then they are forbidden in the seventh year [i.e., subject to the
limitations of shemittah produce], and are tithed according to the coming year.
(8) Rabbi Shimon Shezuri says: Egyptian beans which were originally planted for
seed only, is like them [i.e., like the law regarding rice, millet, etc., in that it
follows the year in which they took root. But if planted for its greens, it is treated
as vegetables which follow the year in which they were picked]. Rabbi Shimon
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says: Large [afunin] peas [if, planted
for its seed,] is [also] like them [in that
they follow the year they took root];
but Rabbi Elazar says: [This is so] in
the case of large [afunin] peas [planted
for its seed] only if they form pods
before Rosh HaShanah.
(9) Seedless onions and Egyptian beans
[planted for their greens which require
frequent watering] from which one
withheld water for thirty days prior to
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Rosh HaShanah are [no longer treated

as vegetables (see Gemara, Rosh HaShanah 14a) and are] tithed according to the
preceding year, and are permitted in the seventh year; if not [i.e., he did water
them within thirty days of Rosh HaShanah] they are forbidden in the seventh, and
are tithed in accordance with the year following. [A similar procedure is
followed] in the case of [vegetables growing in] a rain-watered field [being that
vegetables require more water than other crops, the field is, nevertheless, watered
manually in between rains] from which two cycles of [manual] watering have
been withheld; these are the words of Rabbi Meir; but the Sages say: [They are

not treated as vegetables only if water had been withheld for] three [cycles].

(10) Gourds which had been [left on the vine to dry after they were ripe to be]
kept for seed: If they had hardened before Rosh HaShanah, becoming unfit
for human consumption, [they are considered sixth-year produce and] they may
be kept [and picked] during the seventh year; otherwise [if they hardened after

the beginning of the seventh year and thus were still edible during
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the shemittah year], they must not be
kept in the seventh year [i.e., they are
subject to the rules and limitations of
Their buds
[however, have an appearance of being

shemittah  produce].
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edible even if the gourds hardened

before Rosh HaShanah, (see Tosfot Yom Tov) and] are [thus] forbidden in the
seventh year. The soil of a white [grain] field may be watered [before shemittah
to benefit produce growing during shemittah and one may water it during
shemittah to benefit produce that will grow after shemittah]; these are the words
of Rabbi Shimon; but Rabbi Eliezer ben Yaakov forbids [the halachah follows
Rabbi Shimon]. The soil of a rice field [which took root before Rosh HaShanah,
see Mishnah 7 above (Melekhet Shlomo)] may be [flooded and] stirred during
shemittah [so that the soil becomes well-kneaded]. Rabbi Shimon says: But they
[the rice-plants] may not be trimmed [since this encourages their growth, in
contrast to grape clusters where trimming leaves is a protective measure and thus,
Rabbi Shimon (Mishnah 2 above) permits clipping their leaves (see Tosfot Yom

Tov)].
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