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Mishnah Shevi'it, chapter 1 X P12 nyhaw 13w

(1) [The Torah states: “When you come 27y ]'?’xfl T2 YN ok Ty N
to the Land that I am giving to you, the ~ X¥7W 727 '?; AR ORPBY N2 yAY
Land should keep a rest — a Shabbat  .M7%¥7 7y & Mix %71 n°21 9% N
to the Lord. You may sow your field 2% 1272 nig? % 127 12
for six years and for six years you may

prune your vineyard, and gather in its produce: But on the seventh year, the Land
will have a complete rest — a Shabbat to the Lord, [in which] you must not sow
your field, nor must you prune your vineyard;” (Leviticus 25:2-4) The prohibition
against sowing in the seventh year (referred to as the shemittah year, or year of
shevi'it) also includes the prohibition against working the field for the preparation
of that which will grow during the seventh year, thus, the Mishnah asks:] Until
when may a field of trees be plowed [in the sixth year] the eve of the seventh
year? The School of Shammai say: As long as such work will benefit the fruit
[that will ripen in the sixth year; this depends upon the degree of moisture of the
land. Once the land is dry, plowing it damages the existing crop, thus, the only
benefit of plowing would be for the future seventh year crop, and is therefore,
forbidden (see Yerushalmi Shvei'it 1a)]. But the School of Hillel [set a fixed
time for fosfot shevi'it — the addition to shevi'it and] say: Until [the Festival of]
Shavuot [for a field of trees, and until Pesah, for a field of grain (see further 2:1);
afterwards, it has the appearance of working the land in preparation for the next
year, which is the shemittah year]. And [actually] the opinion of one [School] is
very close to the opinion of the other [since it usually works out that the land is
dry around the time of Shavuot. The halachah follows neither the School of
Shammai nor the School of Hillel, but, rather, follows Rabban Gamliel who
maintains that the prohibition of working a field prior to shemittah is only for
thirty days and is not derived from a Biblical verse (see Rabbi Yishmael of
Mishnah 4); it is an Oral tradition handed down from Sinai and is only in effect

during the Temple era (Moed Kattan 4a)].
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(2) What constitutes a field of trees?
Any field in which there are [at least]
three trees to every se'ah [an area of
50 x 50 cubits]. If each tree is capable
of yielding a cake of pressed figs,
weighing sixty Italian maneh [each
maneh is 9,600 barley-corn grain], then
the entire area [sustains those trees and
thus it] may be plowed for their sake
[until Shavuot]. If there are less [trees
or less yield] than this amount, then
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one may not plow [until Shavuot] only

such an area that is occupied by the gatherer and his basket, outside the
circumference of the tree [i.e., he may plow under the tree plus the additional
space that is occupied by the gatherer and his basket; the rest of the field is
considered as a white or grain field and plowing is permitted only until Pesah].
(3) Whether or not they are fruit trees, they are viewed as [if they were] fig trees;
and if they would be capable of yielding a cake of pressed figs weighing sixty
Italian maneh, then the whole area of the se'ah may be plowed on their account.
If less than this amount, one may only plow that area which is essential for them
[i.e., he may plow under the tree plus the additional space that is occupied by the
gatherer and his basket; the rest of the field is considered as a white or grain

field].

@ If one tree is capable of producing a cake of dried figs, and the other two are
unable; or, if two can do so, but one cannot, then plowing is permitted only
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within that area which is essential for
each of them. [This is the rule if the
number of trees is] from three to nine;
but, if there were ten trees or more, the
whole area may be plowed on their
account, regardless whether they bear
fruit or not. [However, less than ten is
forbidden;] because it says: “[For six
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days you may work, but on the seventh ~ AX N7 w1 A MR 5&1}7;‘;}? ol
day, you must rest;] from plowing and

harvesting you must rest.” [Why was plowing and harvesting singled out as being
forbidden on Shabbat? The verse is stating that, though you may work for six
days, there are years when plowing and harvesting are forbidden even during the
first six days of the week.] Now, it was unnecessary to speak of [the prohibition
of] plowing and harvesting in the seventh year [since Scripture states: “But on
the seventh year, the Land will have a complete rest ...” Leviticus 25:4)] rather
[the verse means to prohibit], the plowing during the [sixth year which is the]
eve of the seventh year; that which enters into the seventh year [i.e., after Pesah,
for a grain field and after Shavuot, for a field of fruit trees], and the harvest of
the seventh year [if it reached one third of its growth during the seventh year]
which extends into the year after. Rabbi Yishmael says: [The verse is, indeed,
referring to Shabbat and not to the shemittah year; the reason why plowing and
harvesting were singled out is to inform you] just as plowing is [always] optional,
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[i.e., there is never a Torah context in
which one is obligated to plow

anything, and thus by definition, it is

N PID YUY 195

MY 1My TR R AW TR
"R WM LU WO Y niapw
17202 X0 2 Y3 pUim e

always optional plowing that is “72 , MR '7?5’7?7;; 127,072 X 72
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excluding the harvesting of the omer ~ XPX 77 WM PX 0¥ niopm

[which is obligatory and overrides the ~ TBIWID DTN Niywid T 27%Y
Shabbat (see Leviticus 23:9-14)].
(5) If three trees belong to three persons, they are combined together and the
whole area of the se'ah may be plowed [until Shavuot] on their account. How
much space must be between them? Rabban Gamliel says: Sufficient [space] for
[a team of] oxen to pass through with its implements [which is four cubits; less
than this space between the trees means that the trees are too congested and will
eventually be uprooted. Thus such a field cannot be considered a field of trees;
consequently, it may be plowed only until Pesah].
(6) [The laws we learned above are applicable to mature trees; regarding saplings,
the law is as follows:] If ten saplings are scattered over an area of a se'ah [being
that saplings are much weaker than mature trees, the Torah, via an oral tradition
handed down from Sinai (see Tosfot Yom Tov) allowed that], one may plow the
entire area of the se'ah, on their account [even] until the New Year [since his
plowing appears to be benefitting the saplings]; but if they were arranged in a
row or surrounded by a fence, then only that plowing which is essential to them
is permitted [i.e., in their immediate vicinity, as above; however, plowing outside
their immediate vicinity has the appearance of preparing the land for the
shemittah year].
(7) Saplings and [Greek] gourds [which are quite large and draw sustenance from
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a larger area than do ordinary gourds]
to be included [in the
required number of ten

combine
saplings]
within the area of one se'ah [to permit
its plowing; however, there must be a
majority of saplings over the gourds].
Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says:
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[Greek gourds have the same law as do 27 *127 ,1?°KD ,17yn?1 nown ,Ay°0I2

saplings and] one may plow the entire JynY

area until the New Year [even] when

there are ten gourds to the se'ah [the halachah follows Rabban Shimon ben

Gamliel].

(8) Until when are they called saplings [so that ten allow an area of a se'ah to be
plowed until Rosh HaShanah]? Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah says: Until they [the
fruit of the trees] are no longer sanctified [i.e., prohibited as orlah, meaning,
either the fourth year, when the fruits were redeemed or the fifth year, when orlah
is no longer applicable (see Leviticus 19:24-25)]; Rabbi Yehoshua says: Until
they are seven years old. Rabbi Akiva says: Sapling is to be taken literally
[meaning up to one year; alternatively, Rabbi Akiva holds it is a sapling until the
time that people stop referring to it as such]. If a tree had been cut and produced
fresh shoots: — If [the cut stump is] one handbreadth or less, they [the shoots]
are regarded as saplings; if [the stump is] one handbreadth or more, they are
regarded as trees (see Tosfot Yom Tov); these are the words of Rabbi Shimon.
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