m SHABBAT 9

Mishnah Shabbat, chapter 9

(1) Rabbi Akiva said: From where do
we know that an idol defiles [in
addition to contact] by carrying [as
well] like a niddah [i.e., menstruant, if
one carries a niddah, even without
actually touching her, such as, if he
lifts her chair while she was sitting on
it, he becomes unclean. Rabbi Akiva
teaches that the same applies to an
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idol]? Because it is said, “You shall

cast them [the idols] away as a menstruous thing; you shall say unto it, get out,”
(Isaiah 30:32) just as a niddah defiles by carrying, so does an idol defile by
carrying [the Sages rule that they defile only by contact; the law is in accordance

with the Sages].

2) How do we know that a ship is clean [i.e., it can never become defiled]?
Because it is said, “The way of a ship, in the midst of the sea.” (Proverbs 30:19)
[Obviously a ship is in the sea, rather the verse is comparing the ship to the sea,
just like the sea can never become defiled, so too, a ship can never become
defiled.] How do we know that if a vegetable bed is six handbreadths square, we
may sow there five [strips of different] vegetable seeds, namely; four [species,
one] on [each of] the four sides of the bed [leaving the corner handbreadths
open], and one [a single species] in the middle [without infringing the prohibition
of sowing diverse seeds (kilayim)]? [The main underlying principle is that,
normally, there must be a distance of at least one and one half handbreadths
between different species, allowing a space, so as to appear as though each
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species draws sustenance without
coming into contact with any of the

roots of any other species. However, in

v PP Naw 48

PRED TYTL TN ATRY XFIN 7D
TR 3 PPN ORPK KD X0 Ay
XY WRWn o2 ¥ NI nuyin?

since the contact of the
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diverse strips are exclusively at the

corners, therefore, the actual contact between strips does not matter, as the very
position of each strip, relative to the other, shows that they are separate strips.
But with respect to the middle seed, there is nothing to show that it was not sown
indiscriminately together with the rest, and, therefore, a substantial space of three
handbreadths between it and the sides is required.] Because it is said, “For as the
earth brings forth her bud, and as the garden causes its seeds to spring forth:”
(Isaiah 61:11) its seed, is not stated but rather its seeds [plural] is stated. [“Brings
forth” denotes one species, “Bud” a second species, “Seeds,” plural, two

additional species and “Spring forth” a fifth species.]

(3) How do we know that if a woman discharges semen on the third day [after
cohabitation], she is unclean? Because it is said, “be ready against the third day”
[literally, three days and the verse continues “have no intimacy with women” lest
the woman discharge the semen and become defiled. (Exodus 19:15) A discharge
on the fourth day does not render her defiled, because the semen is no longer
viable on the fourth day. However, the halachah is that the woman is clean if
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she discharges on the third day;
therefore the text of the Mishnah
should read: How do we know that if
a woman discharges semen on the
third day, she is clean? and this is
learned from the giving of the Torah,
for the Torah was given on the third
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day. According to another opinion, the

text is not faulty, and reflects the opinion of Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah, who holds
that a woman who discharges on the third day is unclean; however, the law is
not in accordance with Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah]. How do we know that the
circumcised [child] may be bathed [in hot water, heated on the same day] on the
third day [after circumcision], even if it falls on the Sabbath [i.e., how do we
know that at the third day the circumcised is still considered critically ill, thereby
allowing the suspension of Sabbath laws regarding anything that will cause him
to heal]? Because it is said, “And it was on the third day, when they were in
pain” [Genesis 34:24; this shows that one is in danger until three days have
elapsed]. How do we know that a crimson-colored strap is tied to the goat that
is sent [to azazel, (see Leviticus 16:8-10)]? Because it is said, “If your sins be
as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow” [Isaiah 1:18; this strap would then
miraculously turn white, thus showing the people that they were forgiven of their

sins].

(4) How do we know that anointing is [prohibited just] as drinking on the Day of
Atonement [but without the punishment of karet attached to the latter offense]?
Though there is no proof of this, yet there is a suggestion, for it is said, “And it
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came into his inward parts like water,

and like oil, into his bones” (Psalms
109:19).

(5) If one carries out wood, [the

minimum quantity for which he is

liable is] as much as is required for

boiling [a part of] the lightest of eggs

[i.e., chicken eggs which cook the
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[seasoning] spices, as much as is

required for seasoning a light egg; and they [i.e., all varieties of spices] combine
with each other [to make up the minimum]. [The minimum of] nutshells,
pomegranate shells, istis [from which a blue dye is produced], and puah [from
which a red dye is produced] as much as is required for dyeing the small piece
of cloth at the top of a hair net headdress; urine, natron, lye [a sort of soap],
cimolian earth [a clay used for cleansing], and ashelag [a kind of mineral used
as soap] — as much as is required for washing the small piece of cloth at the top
of a hair net headdress. Rabbi Yehudah said: As much as is required for removing
[i.e., identifying the nature of] a stain [possibly caused by menstruation (see
Mishnah Niddah 9:6, where it explains a process in which to differentiate
between a stain of dye or of blood, by using the aforementioned ingredients); the

law is not in accordance with Rabbi Yehudah].

(6) [If one carries] pepper [used to freshen the breath], of whatever quantity; itran
[a fuel of sorts used as a headache remedy], of whatever quantity; various kinds
of perfume, of whatever quantity; various kinds of metal [suitable for making a
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point for an ox goad], of whatever
quantity; [pieces] of the altar stones or
the altar earth, moth-eaten scrolls or
their moth-eaten mantles, of whatever
quantity — [he is liable], since they
are stored away in order to be hidden
[when a sacred thing ceases to be fit
for use, it must be hidden, i.e., buried
or otherwise disposed of, in
accordance with the regulations stated
in Megilah 26b, but not thrown away].
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Rabbi Yehudah said: Also one who

carries the accessories of idols, of whatever size [is liable], for it is said, “And
nothing of the destruction will cleave to your hand.” [Deuteronomy 13:17; Rabbi
Yehudah regards this as proof that any amount is significant; the law is not in

accordance with Rabbi Yehudah.]

(7) If one carries a peddlar's basket [i.e., spice merchants], though it contains
many sorts [of perfumes and spices], he incurs only one sin-offering [since he
carried them all at one time there is only one carrying offense]. [The minimum
amount for the liability of carrying regarding edible] garden seeds, [is] less than
the size of a dried fig [even though edibles ordinarily require the size of a dried
fig, however, these since they can also be planted, require less to be considered
significant]. Rabbi Yehudah ben Bateira says: Five [seeds; the law is not in
accordance with Rabbi Yehudah ben Bateira]. [For] cucumber seeds, [the
minimum is] two; the seed of gourds, two; the seed of Egyptians beans, two
[these seeds are of greater importance and are significant in a lesser quantity]. If
one carries a live, kosher locust, [he is liable] whatever its size [since it is put
away for a child, in order to play with it, however, one would not give a
non-kosher variety to a child, for fear that he may eat it]; dead, [its minimum is]
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the size of a dried fig [like other NV '7; AR 7270 72,0072 NOEX
edibles]. The bird of the vineyards [a MR 7737 27 .m;asjb AR 7PYIsRY
type of bird], whether live or dead, [if X3 92 ,Xpv °0 237 N°¥NT AR
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size, because it is stored away as a

medicine [to sharpen one's mind, in accordance with the general rule of the
Mishnah]. Rabbi Yehudah said: Also he who carries out a live, non-kosher locust,
whatever its size [is liable], because it is put away for a child to play with [Rabbi
Yehudah does not fear that the child may eat it; the law is not in accordance with

Rabbi Yehudah].
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