an SHABBAT 8

Mishnah Shabbat, chapter 8

) If a person carries [out from one
domain into another or carries four
cubits in a public domain, undiluted]
wine [for the cup for grace, he is liable
if the quantity is] enough for the
mixing of a cup [in Talmudic times,
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wine, due to its strength, had to be
diluted with water before it could be drunk; in this instance, one quarter of a
revi'it of undiluted wine was mixed with three such measures of water, to produce
a revi'it, over which grace could be recited]; [drinkable] milk, [if the quantity is]
as much as is swallowed at one time [and non-drinkable milk i.e., from a
non-kosher animal — he is liable, if he carries sufficient to paint one eye]; honey
[a quantity] sufficient to place on a scab [i.e., the sore spot on the back of horses
or camels caused by the chafing of the saddle]; oil, as much [quantity] as is
required to rub on a small limb [i.e., the small toe of a newborn infant]; water,
enough to [moisten and] rub [into] an eye plaster. And all other liquids [not used
for medicinal purposes], [the minimum quantity one is liable for carrying, is] a
revi'it, and all waste waters [any dirty liquid that is undrinkable and is not used
for an eye plaster, its minimum quantity is], a revi'it [which is the minimum used
to mix into cement]. Rabbi Shimon says: [The minimum quantity for] all these
[wine, milk, and honey] is a revi'it, all these [aforementioned] measures having
been stated only regarding those who

[actually] store them [i.e., the

aforementioned measures which are less than a revi'i¢, only one who actually puts
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away those specific quantities and
then carries it out is liable to a

sin-offering; however, those who

actually store less than those specific
quantities (compare to previous
chapter, Mishnah 3) or other people
who don't store such insignificant

amounts, the minimum remains a
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revi'it; the law is not in accordance
with Rabbi Shimon].
(2) One who carries a rope, [the minimum amount in order to be liable is] as much
as is required for making a handle for a basket; reed cord, as much as is required
for making a hanger for a sifter or a sieve [which is less than the preceding
measure]. Rabbi Yehudah stated: As much as is required for taking the measure
of a child's shoe [an even smaller measure, i.e., he tells the shoemaker, Make me
shoes the size of this rope or reed]. Paper [made from grasses], large enough to
write a tax collector's receipt upon it [the receipt was indicated by two letters
above normal size and was given to one who was crossing a river, to be presented
at the other side]. And he who carries out a tax collector's receipt [even one of
parchment, which normally would require a larger size (see next Mishnah)] is
liable. Erased paper [paper from which writing has been erased, and which
cannot be written upon again], an amount as required to wrap around a small
phial of perfume [to be used as a stopper].

(3) Skins, [sufficient] for making [a covering for] an amulet; parchment,
[sufficient] for writing the shortest passage of the fefillin, which is “Hear O
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Israel;” (Deuteronomy 6:4-9) ink,
[sufficient] for writing two letters [to
mark items]; stibium [used for painting
the eyes, sufficient] for painting one
eye. [Modest women who, when seen
in public, were veiled, would expose

one eye, hence, for areas where this
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carrying it would be prohibited.]
@) Paste, [sufficient] for putting on the top of a birdcatching board [a large
quantity of paste was placed upon a board and connected to a twig and used for
catching birds]; pitch and sulfur, for making a perforation [the phial in which
mercury is kept is closed with a stopper of pitch or sulfur, into which a tiny hole
is bored, allowing one to remove the mercury slowly but, still small enough, to
prevent the mercury from spilling out, at one time]; wax, [sufficient] for putting
over a small hole [as a plug in a wine barrel]; crushed brick, [sufficient] for the
making of the hole in a gold refiner's pot [through which he inserts his bellows].
Rabbi Yehudah says: [Sufficient] for making a peg [for a tripod missing one leg
which supports the refiner's pot]. Bran, for putting on the mouth of a gold
refiner's pot [i.e., to be used as fuel, in places where coal is hard to find]; lime
[used as a depilatory by the poor], for smearing the smallest of girls' limbs. Rabbi
Yehudah said: Enough to produce a hair crown [i.e., to flatten and paste the hair
alongside the temples]. Rabbi Nehemiah says: Enough for making side-curls [i.e.,
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to flatten and paste hair in front of the

ears; the law is not in accordance with

Rabbi Yehudah or Rabbi
Nehemiah].

(5) [If one carries out] red clay: [the

either

minimum quantity is] as much as is
required for a seal on packing sacks
[large sacks in which ships' cargoes
were carried]; this is the view of Rabbi
Akiva, but the Sages say: As much as
is required for the seal on letters [this
is a smaller quantity; the law is in
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accordance with the Sages]. Manure,

or thin sand: [the minimum is] as much as is required for fertilizing a [single]
cabbage stalk; this is is the view of Rabbi Akiva. But the Sages maintain: For
fertilizing one leek plant [this is a smaller quantity; the law is in accordance with
the Sages]. Thick sand: as much as is required for putting on a full plaster trowel.
A reed: as much as is required for making a quill. But if it is thick or crushed
[and unfit for a quill, then the quantity is] as much as is required for boiling the
lightest of eggs [i.e., eggs which cook the fastest] beaten up [with oil] and placed

in a [preheated] stew pot.

(6) [If one carries out] bone, [the minimum quantity in order to be liable is] as
much as is required for making a spoon; Rabbi Yehudah says: For making a chaf’
[a notch on a door key; the law is not in accordance with Rabbi Yehudah]. Glass,
large enough for scraping the top of a weaver's needle [used to straighten out the
warp threads of a loom]; a chip or a stone, large enough to throw at a bird; Rabbi
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Eliezer ben Yaacov says: Large

enough to throw at an animal [but one

does not bother to throw anything at a

bird, since it is frightened away with a
voice].

(7) [If one carries out] a shard, [the

minimum quantity is] as much as is

needed for placing [in the gaps]
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between one board and another [when

they are uneven and stacked on top of each other, to prevent them from warping];
this is the view of Rabbi Yehudah. Rabbi Meir said: Large enough to scrape out
fire with it [a larger quantity than Rabbi Yehudah]; Rabbi Yose says: Large
enough to contain a revi'it [of liquid]. Rabbi Meir observed: Although there is
no proof of the matter yet there is a hint [that a shard is used for scraping out a
fire with it, for the verse says]: “And there shall not be found among the pieces
thereof a shard to take fire from the hearth.” (Isaiah 30:14) Rabbi Yose said to
him, From there you have proof? [The verse continues] “or to take water out of
the pit” [proving my point that a shard is used for scooping liquids; the law

is in accordance with Rabbi Yose].
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