il SHABBAT 7

Mishnah Shabbat, chapter 7

(1) A general rule was stated in regard
to the Sabbath: Anyone who forgets
the fundamental law of the Sabbath
[not knowing at all that there exists a
law of the Sabbath even though he
once knew, but now forgot] and
performs many [forbidden] labors on
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many Sabbaths, he incurs one

sin-offering only [for all these, since the cause for all these unwitting Sabbath
desecrations, was based on a single, central mistake, that of not knowing there is
a Sabbath]. Anyone who knows the fundamental law of the Sabbath [that the
Torah forbids labor on the Sabbath] and performs many [forbidden] labors on
many Sabbaths [forgetting, on each occasion, that it was the Sabbath], incurs a
sin-offering, on account of each Sabbath. Anyone who knows that it is the
Sabbath and performs many [forbidden] labors on many Sabbaths [i.e., he did
not know that these labors are forbidden], is liable for every primary labor [the
general principle is this: a sin-offering, in connection with the Sabbath, is
incurred for every unintentional desecration. The number of transgressions is
determined by the number of unknown facts. Thus, when one is ignorant of the
Sabbath law altogether, he is unaware of a single fact, and incurs one sin-offering
only. If he forgets a number of Sabbaths, each is a separate fact; hence he is liable
for each. If he is aware that it is the Sabbath but forgets that certain labors are
forbidden, each labor is a separate fact, and he is liable for each separately]. He
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who performs many [forbidden] labors
[he is aware that there are labors
forbidden on the Sabbath but, he
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doesn't know that this one is
forbidden, and
performed many forbidden labors all]
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belonging to the same primary category of work [i.e., all derivatives (foldof) of
the same primary labor (av)] is liable to one sin-offering only.
(2) The primary [categories of] labors are forty less one, [i.e., thirty-nine, namely;]
[1] sowing [literally, he who sows, and similarly, with the others that follow], [2]
plowing [plowing follows sowing to teach that if he plows a second time after he
sows, he is liable for this plowing as well], [3] reaping [including the picking of
fruit from trees], [4] gathering sheaves [or other cut plants into a pile], [5]
threshing, [6] winnowing [i.e., throwing stalks with a pitchfork into the wind],
[7] sorting [inedibles from edibles by hand or via a sieve], [8] grinding, [9]
sifting [with a fine sieve, even though many of the aforementioned labors deal
with separating inedible items from food, still, they are counted separately due
to the fact, that in the Mishkan, these were separate procedures required in its
construction] [10] kneading, [11] baking [or cooking; all of the aforementioned
were necessary in the growing and processing of plants used in the production
of dyes required in the Mishkan], [12] shearing wool, [13] bleaching it [i.e.,
washing the wool in the river], [14] combing [the wool], [15] dyeing it, [16]
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spinning, [17] mounting the threads
[on the looms, making sure that the
warp-threads are equally spaced and
[18]
threading two warp-threads into [the

do not touch each other],

rings of] the harness [frames, used to
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raise and lower every other row of
(19]
weaving two [weft] threads [i.e., he raises, via one harness, one set of threads

warp threads in the loom],
while he lowers the harness containing the other set of threads; the weft is then
crossed into the warp which completes a row of cloth. He now reverses the
process by raising the threads that were lowered before and lowering those that
were raised before and once again passes through the weft-thread], [20] removing
two [weft or woof] threads [to benefit the weaving process], [21] tying [a knot]
and [22] untying [a knot], [23] sewing two stitches, [24] tearing in order to sew
two stitches [where it is inconvenient to sew unless one tears the cloth first; that
tearing is a primary labor. All the above from [12] shearing, were necessary in
preparing wools and cloths for the Mishkan. Tying and untying knots were
necessary when making nets to capture the hilazon fish, used for making blue
dye], [25] trapping a deer, [26] slaughtering, [27] skinning, or [28] salting it [i.e.,
its skin], [29] tanning its hide [the Gemara protests the individual listing of
salting and tanning, since salting is actually one of the processes of tanning. The
Gemara substitutes tracing lines on the skin outlining the areas to be cut, instead
of salting], [30] scraping it [of its hair], [31] cutting it up [into strips to be used
for straps and sandals; these labors were necessary for the skins covering the
Mishkan], [32] writing two letters, [33] erasing in order to write two letters [over
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the erasure; the same letter was written
on two adjacent boards of the
Mishkan, identify its
position, where mistakes were made

in order to

they were erased and rewritten], [34]
[36]
extinguishing [a fire, as was done in

building, [35] pulling down,
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the Mishkan in order to create
charcoal], [37] kindling [both charcoal
and fire were used in the boiling of dyes], [38] striking the finishing blow with
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a hammer [i.e., placing the final finishing touch thereby completing an object,
and] [39] carrying out from one domain to another [transporting the pillars and
boards of the Mishkan from one area to another]: these are the forty primary
[categories of] labors less one.
(3) They also stated another general rule: Whatever [object or amount] is fit to
store [for later use] and people generally store such [an amount or object], and
one carries it out on the Sabbath, he is liable to a sin-offering on its account. But
whatever [amount or object] is not sufficient to store and people generally do not
store such [an insignificant amount or object], and one carries it out on the
Sabbath, only he that stores it is liable [a sin-offering if he carries it out
unintentionally, since by storing it he showed that he attaches a value to it. But
for others it is of no account; hence, if they carry it out, there is no liability for
a sin-offering].
(4) One who carries out [from one domain to another] a cow's mouthful of straw,
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a camel's mouthful of bean-stalks
[ezah], a lamb's mouthful of ears of
grain, a goat's mouthful of grass, moist
garlic or onion leaves to the size of a
dried fig, [or] a goat's mouthful of dry
[is liable. These are the
respective minimal amounts to which

[leaves],

value is assigned, and for which a
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penalty is incurred. Each gy nivwamy 0wy *sopn

whose food it is. Moist garlic or onion leaves are fit for human consumption,
hence the standard of a dried fig, which is the minimum for all human food]. And
they do not combine with each other [i.e., if one carried out half a cow's mouthful
of straw and half a camel's mouthful of bean-stalks, he is not liable], because they
are not alike in their standards. One who carries out [human] foodstuffs the size
of a dried fig is liable, and they combine with each other, because they are equal
in their standards, except their shells, pits, stems, husks, and bran [since these are
not eaten, they do not combine with the foodstuffs]. Rabbi Yehudah said,
Excluding the [inner] shells of lentils [which do combine and count as
foodstuffs], because they are boiled [and eaten] together with them [the law is

not in accordance with Rabbi Yehudah].
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