»p SHABBAT 24

Mishnah Shabbat, chapter 24

(1) If darkness falls upon a person on a
road [i.e., the Sabbath commences], he
entrusts his purse to a non-Jew [while
it is still day. This is permitted, for
otherwise the person may not abandon
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his money, and consequently, the Jew

would carry his purse four amot in the public domain, which is a violation of
Torah law]; but if there is no non-Jew with him, he places it on the donkey [and
after night has fallen, when the donkey is about to stop, he removes the purse
before the animal stops, in order to avoid transgressing the prohibition mehamer
(leading ones animal on the Sabbath,) by removing the purse, before the setting
down (hanahah) of the animal. If, however, there is a non-Jew present, it is
preferable to give the purse to him, for a Jew is commanded regarding the resting
of his animal on the Sabbath, but is not commanded regarding the resting of a
non-Jew, who has no obligations of the Sabbath]. When he reaches the outermost
courtyard [of the first town that he reaches], he removes the objects which may
be handled on the Sabbath, while as for those which may not be handled on the
Sabbath, he unties the cords [fastening the objects to the saddle] and the sacks

fall off by themselves.

(2) Bundles [peki'in] of stalks may be untied for cattle [but not spread out; only
labor necessary to prepare fodder for animals is permitted on the Sabbath. Once
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they are untied, they are already
edible, and any extra work is therefore
prohibited], and kippin [moist cedar
shoots], may be spread out [for
otherwise they would not be edible],
but not zirin [bundles of stalks knotted
in three places — at the top, middle

and bottom, while peki'in are tied only
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at the top and bottom; like peki'in,

once zirin are untied, they are edible without spreading them out]. Neither shahat
[grain not fully grown, used as fodder] nor carobs may be chopped up [since this
is unnecessary labor] for cattle, whether small [sheep, goats, calves, etc.] or large
[cows and oxen]. Rabbi Yehudah permits in the case of carobs for small cattle
[because its teeth are small and could not otherwise eat; the law does not follow

Rabbi Yehudah].

(3) One must not stuff a camel [with food, against its will] nor cram [it], but one
may put food into its mouth; and one must not fatten calves [by stuffing them
with food against their will, deep enough down in their throats so that they cannot
gject it], but one may put food into their mouth [where the animal can eject it].
And fowls may be made to take up food [in their mouth, where they can eject
it]. Water may be poured into bran, but we may not mix it [into a mass]. And
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water may not be placed for bees [a
person is not obligated to give them
food and water, for they find their own
food and water] or for doves in a
dovecote, but it may be placed before
geese, fowls, and Hardisian doves [a
species of domesticated doves].
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4 Gourds [detached before the
Sabbath,] may be cut up for cattle and
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a carcass [of an animal that died on Sabbath], for dogs [even though gourds, and
the animal before it died, are normally designated for humans, and thus not
prepared specifically as animal food]. Rabbi Yehudah says, If an animal was not
neveilah by the eve of Sabbath, it is forbidden, because it is not mukhan [i.e., it
was not prepared as food for the dogs before the Sabbath; the law does not follow
Rabbi Yehudah].
(5) Vows can be annulled by a husband [for his wife, and by a father for his
daughter] on the Sabbath, and absolution may be granted [literally, may be
sought; from a Sage or court of three laymen] for vows, when these are necessary
for the Sabbath. [A vow may be annulled by a husband or father only on the day
he hears the vow; therefore, any vow they hear on the Sabbath may be annulled,
whether or not it is connected with the Sabbath; other vows, which could be
heard and annulled on another day, may be annulled on the Sabbath only if they
pertain to the needs of the day.] A window may be closed up [e.g., with a board],
and a rag may be measured [whether it has the minimum size to become unclean,
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latter two measurements are for a

religious purpose, and therefore, are permitted on the Sabbath]; and it once
happened in the days of Rabbi Zadok's father and the days of Abba Shaul ben
Botnit that they closed up the window with a pitcher and tied a pot with
reed-grass [which is fit as fodder, and therefore could be handled on the
Sabbath,] to measure whether there was an opening of a handbreadth in the barrel
wedged in the alleyway [the circumstances of this case are discussed in the
Gemara (Shabbat 157a-b)]. And from their words we learn that we may close up
[a window], measure and tie on the Sabbath [provided: a) the knot is not a
permanent one; b) the measurement is for a religious purpose; or ¢) this is needed

to teach a point of law].
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