? SHABBAT 2

Mishnah Shabbat, chapter 2

(1) With what may we kindle [the
Sabbath lights], and with what may we
not kindle [them; i.e., what may the
wicks be made of and which oils may
be used as fuel]? We may not kindle
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[them] with lekhesh [the
wool-like bark of a cedar tree], hosen [uncarded flax], khallak [an inferior grade

inner

of silk], a wick of edan [the inner wool-like bark of a willow tree], a
desert wick [made from desert reed], seaweed, zefer [melted liquefied pitch]
sha'avah [melted, liquefied wax; candles, however, are permited], kik
[cottonseed] oil, oil of burning [i.e., oil of terumah which was defiled and must
be burned. Since the law clearly states (see Terumot 11:10) that a priest may
benefit from defiled terumah while it is burning, we must therefore conclude, that
this Mishnah is dealing with the case of a Festival falling on Friday. Since
one must light the Sabbath candles before the Sabbath, necessitating one to
light the oil on the Festival, he is burning defiled sanctified matter on the

Festival, which is forbidden (see next Mishnah)]. We may not kindle
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with] tail fat, or kelev [tallow]. Nahum
the Madi said, We may kindle [them]
with boiled helev; but the Sages say;
Whether boiled or not, you may not
kindle with it.
(2) One may not kindle [the Sabbath
lamp] with oil of burning on Festivals
[since one may not burn defiled
sanctified matter on a Festival]. Rabbi
Yishmael said: One may not light [it]
with itran [residue of tar which has a
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foul smell], for the honor of the

Sabbath; but the Sages permit with all oils: with sesame oil, nut oil, radish oil,

fish oil, gourd oil, itran, and naphtha. Rabbi Tarfon said, One may light [it] with
olive oil only.

(3) Whatever comes forth from a tree may not be used [as a wick] to light [the

Sabbath lamp], except for flax, [stalks of flax are sometimes referred to as trees]

and whatever comes forth from a tree cannot [itself] be defiled with tumat ohalim
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dealing here with the status of the

material of the tent itself], except linen [if the overhanging structure is of linen,
it itself does become defiled]. [Regarding] a wick [made] of cloth which
[measures exactly three by three fingers, (i.e., the minimum size of a cloth to be
considered a vessel in order for it to be susceptible to becoming defiled)] was
twisted [and in its twisted state measures less than three by three] but was not
singed [in fire, thereby completing the process of the wick]: Rabbi Eliezer says,
It is [may become] defiled, and one may not light [the Sabbath lamp] with it
[when a Festival fell on Friday. Rabbi Eliezer maintains that the measurement is
not diminished in its twisted state, thereby this cloth still has the status of a
vessel; therefore, when he subsequently kindles it, he, in effect, reduces its
measurement and consequently, he does change its status from that of a vessel to
a non-vessel, resulting in nolad (— something being born or created on a Festival
or Sabbath and not permitted to be handled as muktzah), therefore he is unable
to properly kindle the wick by keeping the flame there until most of the
protruding part of the wick is lit, since the wick is now muktzah]; [but] Rabbi
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Akiva says, It is clean [the twisting
process of the wick does reduce the
measurement and, as such, this wick
loses its status of vessel and cannot
become defiled], and [since it lost its
status of vessel before the Festival]
one may [therefore] light with it.
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@) [A lamp sometimes contained two

sections 1) the wick holder which had a small area for oil, just enough to keep
the lamp alight and 2) an additional reservoir suspended above and pierced at its
bottom, from which dripped oil into the wick holder, ever so slightly. States
Mishnah (4):] A person may not pierce an eggshell, fill it with oil, and place it
over the mouth of a lamp, in order that it should drip [and use it as a Sabbath
lamp, being that the two sections are not connected one may come to remove
some oil from the reservoir, thereby reducing the amount of time the lamp will
burn, an act considered to be as extinguishing which is forbidden on the Sabbath]
and even if it is of earthenware pottery [i.e., not even a pottery shell may be used
in this manner, even though oil placed in earthenware causes the oil to become
repugnant; thereby reducing the risk that one may come to remove oil from it on
the Sabbath]; but Rabbi Yehudah permits it. But if the potter joins it [i.e., the
two sections] beforehand [before the Sabbath], it is permitted, because it is
one utensil [and therefore the person will realize that by removing some oil, he
is in effect extinguishing]. A person may not fill a dish of oil, place it at the

XT130721 77727y 1327
o2 "NAwaw 92 MAwA PYYTAw KYN1 KY1T 211 DOWAY 0T 29T 1 LRI 93 KD whw
720p 1A P9 TR NIK KDY 271 .NADIW MK 12 Ya7 KW Kp1T 07993 7p70n 10K 23T ,A10
NI PRW K¥N1 210 0172 719708 PO PRT 20 0T 27N 1957 11 790 nnn i 1o
meop 1Y Sw npvw T X3Py 1310 a5 A PRYY T 2% 210 01 Mawaw 3 Naw
,RIYL1 3T INY 8L 180 NBVIR NRANW $Mwa 3ina nhnn ayamw narbyn nwpn
15718K DIRIT DM HW KT 1DIBN 1200 mwn 270 M5 MYPIW P31 101 PN Kw T
PK D207, PIBNOKRY K AW 12 wrw 193 N2 NpYITT 9N PR AW 1 a0
TN KT MW L) PIsnoRY NK KnHPT am KT LPNR T 2T 10n Diwn X3
n"am Sy T2 DR P R 19 9NN Y1 T7A0 oK rninw a9 e Yy qui awn
WA [N ) 972 nawT KYIOR DwnT L wmn KD naw 20yn nana R o3
TRPINA (PYRWKY POTTT WRYD 9IS T qwn (AW 2IRWY Y 11 KT KW 191000

Copyright © 2008 eMishnah.com All Rights Reserved.
Excerpted from "The Mishnah: A New Integrated Translation and Commentary"
Distributed by Israel Book Shop (732) 901-3009



T SHABBAT 2

side of a lamp, and put the wick end in

it so that it should draw; but Rabbi
Yehudah permits it.

5) If one extinguishes a lamp [on

Sabbath] because he is afraid of

non-Jews [i.e., idol worshippers who
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didn't allow lamps to be lit on their

holiday], robbers [who might take notice of him because of the light], or an evil
spirit [i.e., a person with a severe life threatening depression, who gets relief by
sitting in the dark] or for the sake of one who is ill [and in mortal danger], so
that he should sleep, he is exempt [for desecrating the Sabbath]. If [because] he
would spare the lamp [he fears the lamp will crack from the heat], the oil [i.e.,
he wants to save some oil], or [to spare] the wick, he is liable [even though it is
a melakha sh'eina tzricha I'gufa — a forbidden labor performed not for its defined
purpose; i.e., he is extinguishing the flame not for the purpose of putting out the
fire, but rather, to save the oil]. Rabbi Yose exempts him in all cases [since he
maintains the view of Rabbi Shimon (Shabbat 32b) that a melakha sh'eina tzricha
l'gufa is not liable], except in the case of the wick, because he makes charcoal
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[thereby. By extinguishing the flame
he makes kindling material; i.e., he
prepares the wick for easier lighting,
since, by definition, one must
extinguish the flame to make charcoal
or singe the wick (see Mishnah 3

above) he is, in effect, performing a

3 P79 nav 15

ninw oW1 ninay oY Yy Y ons Aviy
AP M2 AT 1KY Y 1072 nywa
O7X TF 03T WOV T 31 mR7TaN
290 oy nav 27y 2 Ting i
PEO MI1 DX P9I 0PI DAY
T TPYR PR MUD TR PR W
PX) D921 MY PRave PR ORI

labor for its defined purpose].
(6) Women die in childbirth as a consequence of three sins [a woman in childbirth
is in danger and requires special Divine protection]: because they are not
observant of [the laws of] niddah [menstruants], sallah [the portion of the dough
separated to be given to the priest], and the kindling of the [Sabbath] lights
[because these are her responsibility].
(7) On the eve of the Sabbath, prior to nightfall, a man must say three things in
his house: “Have you taken tithes [from the food we are to eat on the Sabbath]?”
“Have you prepared the eruv [tehumin, thereby allowing us to walk further than
two thousand cubits]?” “Kindle the [Sabbath] lamp.” When it is doubtful whether
it is night [i.e., dark] or not [i.e., twilight], that which is certain[ly untithed] may
not be tithed [and thereby be made fit for use], utensils may not be immersed [in
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a mikvah, and thereby be made fit for n§ Iy YIX NI X PRI
use], and the lights may not be JRnT DR ]’;7;1!91 7AW R
kindled. But demai [produce regarding

which there is a doubt whether or not tithes have been taken] may be tithed
[because it is probable that tithes may have already been taken, and if so this
action does not really make it fit for use]; an eruv [hatzerot, allowing the carrying
in a common courtyard, since the carrying there is only Rabbinically prohibited,
it] may be prepared [and this is not considered as fixing]; and hot food may be

stored away [i.e., insulated to retain its heat].
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