X SHABBAT 19

Mishnah Shabbat, chapter 19

(1) Rabbi Eliezer says; If one did not
bring a [cutting] instrument [for the
circumcision] on the eve of the
Sabbath, he brings it on the Sabbath
[thereby
precious nature of the mitzvah by

uncovered showing the
publicly desecrating the Sabbath on its
behalf]; but in [times of] danger
[where circumcision was outlawed
upon penalty of death] he hides it on
the testimony [i.e., in the presence] of
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witnesses [so that he should not be

accused of carrying on the Sabbath]. Rabbi Eliezer further stated; One may cut
timber to make charcoal for manufacturing iron [in order to fashion a cutting
instrument for the circumcision on the Sabbath]. Rabbi Akiva [argues with Rabbi
Eliezer and] stated a general principle: Any [manner of] work which could have
been performed before the Sabbath does not override the Sabbath [i.e., preparing
a cutting instrument]; but, that which could not be performed before the Sabbath

[i.e., the circumcision itself] does override the Sabbath.

2) We perform all the requirements of circumcision on the Sabbath; [i.e.,] we
circumcise, uncover [the corona], suck [the wound], and place a compress and
cumin upon it. If one did not crush [the cumin] on the eve of the Sabbath [which
is prohibited as grinding], he chews [it] with his teeth [thereby grinding in an
unusual manner which is only Rabbinically forbidden on the Sabbath and
therefore, would be permitted here] and applies [it to the wound]; if he did not
beat and mix the wine and oil [which is applied to the wound as an antiseptic]
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on the eve of the Sabbath, he places
each [into the mixing bowl] separately
[on the Sabbath and it
becomes mixed on its own and is then

thereby

applied]. We may not make a haluk for
it [a bandage of cloth that has a hole
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inserted. This prevented the foreskin
from growing back; this is prohibited
as fashioning a vessel], but we may
wrap a cloth around it. If [even] this was not prepared [at the place of
circumcision] from before the Sabbath, one winds it around his finger [thereby
carrying it in an irregular manner] and brings it and even [without an eruv
hatzeirot — the merger procedure allowing the carrying to and from courtyards]
from another courtyard [something ordinarily prohibited by Rabbinic injunction].
(3) We may bathe [in hot water prepared before the Sabbath] the infant both
before the circumcision and [certainly] after the circumcision [where one may
even heat up water to bathe the infant on the Sabbath, since his life is in danger].
[How may one bathe?] By sprinkling [warm water] over him by hand, but not
with a vessel. Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah [argues and] says; We may bathe an
infant [in the usual manner both before and after the circumcision with water
heated before the Sabbath and] on the third day [of circumcision] which falls on
the Sabbath [one may even heat up the water and bathe because of the danger to
the infant], because it is written, “And it was on the third day, when they were
in pain [that two of Yaakov's sons, Shimon and Levi, the brothers of Dinah, each
took his sword and came upon the city confidently,” (Genesis 34:25) proving that
the third day after circumcision is the most dangerous]. As for one who is
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doubtful [whether he is a full term
nine-month  pregnancy, or an
eight-month non-viable pregnancy]
and an hermaphrodite [who having
both male and female characteristics
making his sexual status doubtful], we
may not desecrate the Sabbath on their

account; but Rabbi Yehudah permits
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[it] in the case of an hermaphrodite [he
maintains that when the verse states “To have every male among you
circumcised,” (Genesis 17:10) this includes the hermaphrodite].

4) If a man has two infants, one to be circumcised after the Sabbath and the other
to be circumcised on the Sabbath, and he erred and circumcises the one [to be
circumcised] after the Sabbath on the Sabbath, [here everyone agrees that] he is
liable [a sacrifice for the unintentional desecration of the Sabbath, for only an
infant on its eighth day is a valid circumcision; hence here, he violated the
Sabbath without performing any mitzvah at all]. [If he has] one [infant] to be
circumcised before the Sabbath and another to be circumcised on the Sabbath,
and he erred and circumcised the one [to be circumcised] before the Sabbath on
the Sabbath, Rabbi Eliezer holds [him] liable to a sin-offering [even though, here,
the circumcision is valid, but Rabbi Eliezer maintains that since only on the
eighth day does circumcision override the Sabbath, he must therefore bring a
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Rabbi  Yehoshua
exempts [him, since he erred regarding

sacrifice];  but

a mitzvah while actually performing a
mitzvah).

(5) An infant [in certain circumstances]

is to be circumcised on the eighth,

ninth, tenth, and twelfth

[days], never earlier nor later. How

eleventh,

so? Normally, it is on the eighth; if he
is born at twilight [a time of which
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there is a halachik doubt whether it is

the end of the previous day, or the beginning of the next, he is circumcised], on
the ninth; at twilight on the Sabbath eve, [the question is therefore whether he
was born on Friday or on the Sabbath, he therefore cannot be circumcised on
Friday, since he may have actually been born on the Sabbath and is not yet eight
days old, and he cannot be circumcised on the Sabbath, since it is questionable
whether the Sabbath is, in fact, the eighth day where circumcision may override
the Sabbath or whether it is the ninth, in which case it does not override the
Sabbath; he is therefore, circumcised on Sunday which is] the tenth; if a Festival
immediately follows the Sabbath [i.e., Sunday is a Festival, he must be
circumcised], on the eleventh [since a delayed circumcision does not override a
Festival]; if the two days of the Rosh Hashana Festival [follow the Sabbath, i.e.,
on Sunday and Monday, he is circumcised] on the twelfth. An infant who is ill

is not circumcised until [seven full days after] he recovers.

(6) These are the shreds [of foreskin] which [if not cut] invalidate circumcision:
flesh that covers the greater part of the corona [either in circumference or even
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in height in one area]; and he [i.e., any  3pnn ,7w2 5y 7 OXY N2 5oiR
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fleshy [and though all the foreskin is

cut it still looks as though his corona is covered], he must repair it for the sake
of appearances. If one circumcised [the foreskin] but did not [tear and pull back
the thin membrane and thus did not] expose the circumcision, it is as though he
did not circumcise [and he may return and complete the circumcision on the
Sabbath, even if he had already finished his initial circumcision. This is true also
regarding remaining shreds that invalidate the circumcision. In the event that he
was still occupied with his initial circumcision, he may remove even those shreds
which don't invalidate the circumcision; however, if he finished his initial
circumcision, he may not return on the Sabbath for shreds that do not invalidate].
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