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Mishnah Shabbat, chapter 16 ™ P79 N2W 13WR

(@) [The Gemara (117b) explains that >3 MR ikt 47 wIpa "and 17:;) N
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writings [Torah, Nevi'im and Ketuvim]

may be saved from a fire [provided that they are written in Hebrew and in
Ashurit], whether we read them [in public on the Shabbat, as we do Torah and
Nevi'im], or not, [i.e., Ketuvim, which by Rabbinic decree were not read even by
the individual on Shabbat, so that people would attend the halachic discourses
which were given to the public on Shabbat instead (see Mishnah further)]; and
even if they are written in any [other] language [which, according to some, is
prohibited and may not be saved on the Shabbat. However, when they are worn],
they must be hidden [in a genizah — repository for holy objects]. And why do
we not read [the Ketuvim writings]? Because of the neglect of the Bet Midrash.
One may save the sheath of a scroll together with the scroll, and the case of
tefillin together with the tefillin, even if it [also] contains money. And to where
are they taken, when rescuing them? Into a blind alley [with one side post, i.e.,
three walls with the fourth side open to a public domain where Biblically, there
is no prohibition to carry. However, this was prohibited since it can be easily
confused with a public domain. A dispensation to the prohibition was made
where a symbolic reminder was placed to delineate the two distinct areas;
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according to Rabbi Eliezer (Eruvin
1:2), this is done with two side posts
on either corner of the open fourth
side. Here, however, even Rabbi
Eliezer would agree, that one side post
is sufficient when it comes to saving
holy scrolls]. Ben Beteira says; Even
into an open alley [without any side
posts at all; the halachah does not

follow Ben Beteira]. (2) One may save

1 PID N 79

X I XN 13070 RY ik
MNTT NITYO WOW Tima Yo% 2 wrpn?
T LTRIR? 022 W] DIXY O
wow T TR 2w 2o R Mres
NITYO A T PR e NITYo
IR DR 27 LI TTY0 Tim amana
P A niTyo Wow Tim posn 07iyh
XD 92 YW 0B DY A1 ,NiNDd Xon 90
g7 90 mam 727 PY 9y niTyo
T OX1 027 1°¥M Wi2 ,00MND MR

[enough] food [so that he fulfills his

requirement] for [the] three [Shabbat] meals, that which is fit for people [is
saved], for people; that which is fit for animals, for animals. [Since, here in
contrast to the first Mishnah, he is saving the food only in an area where there
is no prohibition against carrying at all, why, then, would he not be permitted to
save as much as he could? The reason being that the Rabbis prohibited it, lest he
come to extinguish the fire.] How so? If a fire breaks out Shabbat eve [before he
ate, then], food for three meals may be saved; [if it breaks out] in the morning,
food for two meals may be saved; at [the time of] minhah, food for one meal [in
each case, he saves that which is necessary for completing his three Shabbat
meals]. Rabbi Yose says; [Since the Shabbat requires three meals], we may
[therefore,] save food for three meals at all times [the halachah does not follow

Rabbi Yose].

(3) One may save a basketful of loaves, even if it contains [sufficient for] one
hundred meals [since there is only one saving motion], and [similarly, one may
save] a round cake of pressed figs [which has more than is required for three
meals], and [so, too,] a barrel of wine. He [the owner] may say to others; Come
and save for yourselves, and if they are wise [and know that, in this case, it is
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permissible for them to take money for
their efforts], they make a reckoning
with him after the Shabbat. [Here, in
essence, they are saving ownerless
food, it thus belongs to them and
therefore they may charge him a fee
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for their labor, in exchange for :"nYy ﬂ'?’xm w2 ,D’j['_!g'_? MIRY XX
returning the food.] And to where are

they taken, when rescuing them? To a courtyard with an eruv [hatzeirot, a
procedure which allows carrying to and from a courtyard where more than one
house opens up into it, and to and from an alley where many courtyards open up
into a central alleyway; i.e., he may carry the saved food only to an area where
it is completely permissible to carry]. Ben Beteira says; even to a courtyard which

does not have an eruv [hatzeirot].
4) And to there [according to the Tanna Kamma, to a courtyard with an eruv;
according to Ben Beteira, even to one without] that he may carry out all the
utensils [he requires] for his use [i.e., to serve the meals]; and he puts on all [the
clothes] that he can wear and wraps himself in all that he can wrap himself
[thereby rescuing them from the fire]; Rabbi Yose says; [Only] eighteen garments
[which one wears daily, they are: A cloak, a quilted overcoat, a wide belt worn
over the coat, a shirt, an undershirt, a belt, a hat, a cap, two shoes, two socks,
two gloves, two kerchief towels, a shawl that covers the head and shoulders and
a scarf]. [After reaching safety, he may remove the garments and] then may put
on [a new set of garments] again and carry them out, and he may say to others;
Come [do as I do] and rescue with me.

XTIv7212 7°72W 120
S T YA T 13T Kp KTPETNAT 23 YV ORT [P0V DW K31 .MAw NKY Pawn my
™9 KM X9 M1 DI LTPK TR SV YT L onRn anYT mh KX XS mipn Yon
,RMA 1291 ;naMYn vy Kap XN LKV R awt Tk Ypw a5 mvsa
WY AN TTvod ori Mk 19 oomyw AwTwn 193 namyn arRw vnS 19K
MK PRYW wIaSm oy 52705 1 19K KRS 1M, 0K a2 91na wiabh Yun ke .0v9a
Y 21,7 Synn nw An m L XWNN 23 PRpW TenY e 1A 101 My m
Y2131 ,iPYY DNW M LRI Ipw wa Yy waibw piom K7 Ty pipw v
Sy DnIR DWwrabnw OrT TNa A DWW TNa vt 1hamaw Yvan twn  Noivm WKW
WK 12 1037w JUp NYVT TR 2N DT AW DY TV MY 2 oIt o1
DWaw MY 19 AR STW 120V 1 IRT 1Y 1R W PIIDNT 1IRIYAW 901 18N

Copyright © 2008 eMishnah.com All Rights Reserved.
Excerpted from "The Mishnah: A New Integrated Translation and Commentary"
Distributed by Israel Book Shop (732) 901-3009



ND SHABBAT 16

(5) Rabbi Shimon ben Nannas says;
one may spread a goatskin over a
chest, box, or closet which is
catching fire, because it singes [but
does not burn, thus protecting the
box]. And one may make a barrier
with all vessels, whether full [of water]
or empty, so that the fire should not
travel onward [even if by doing so, the

vessels break, dousing the fire]. Rabbi
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Yose forbids it in the case of new  737°23 2y 77Wp 1"2i2 T 7Ry inprawy

earthen vessels filled with water. Since %@ 7XI¥ 591 ,77ip2 XD XP¥ P"2w2
they cannot withstand the heat, they

will burst, extinguishing the fire [Rabbi Yose maintains that the Rabbis forbade

to indirectly cause the extinguishing of fire, even in a case of financial loss].
(6) If a gentile [other than his own slave] comes to extinguish [the fire], we do
not say to him; Extinguish it [the Rabbis prohibited to instruct a non-Jew to do
a labor which he himself is Biblically forbidden to do] nor [must we object and
say to him,] Do not extinguish, because his resting [on the Shabbat, being that
he has no obligation to do so,] is not our responsibility. But if a minor comes to
extinguish, we may not permit him [to do so], because his resting is our
responsibility.

(7) A bowl may be inverted over a lamp so that the beams should not catch [fire,
provided that it does not extinguish the lamp], and over [fowl] excrement
[because] of a child [i.e., preventing the child from soiling himself. It should be
noted that excrement in an area frequented by people may be removed because
of its repulsiveness. The case here, however, is referring to excrement of birds
which is in an area not frequented by people and therefore, it may not be
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removed. However, it may be covered
to protect a playing child from soiling]
and [one may invert a bowl] over a
scorpion [even though it is thus
trapping it], so that it should not bite.
Rabbi Yehudah said; An incident came

before Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai
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[where one covered a scorpion] in

Arav, and he said; I fear on his account [that since the scorpion was not chasing
him and he was not in danger, he may be liable to] a sin-offering [for violating
the forbidden labor of trapping. The halachah, however, is that poisonous
scorpions and the like, are to be killed on sight and those of whose bite one is
not certain whether or not, they are, in fact, poisonous, may be killed only if they

are chasing him].

8 If a gentile ignites a lamp, a Jew may make use of its light; but, if [he does
it] for the sake of the Jew [even though the gentile, too, benefits from that same
light], it is forbidden. If he draws water [from a well in a public domain, the well
being more than ten handbreadths deep, it is considered a private domain and
thus, when he removes it from the well he is transferring from a private to a
public domain; if] to give his own animal to drink, a Jew may water [his animal]
after him [and we are not concerned lest the gentile had drawn some extra water
for the Jew]; but if [he draws it] for the Jew, it is forbidden. If a gentile makes
a gangway to disembark [from a ship] by it, a Jew may disembark after him; but,
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if because of a Jew, it is forbidden. It~ 7pyn .MOX 2K 2"awa oxy oKX
once happened that Rabban Gamliel ,7°902 X2 ¥V D°IpN ’?X”??;; 127
and the Elders were arriving in a ship, ]2 2 377 ,i2 777 W22 "B apn
when a gentile made a gangway to 03PN '7?5’7?7;;
disembark, and Rabban Gamliel and

the Elders disembarked upon it.
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