Y SHABBAT 15

Mishnah Shabbat, chapter 15

(1) These are the knots for which one
is liable [tying a knot is a forbidden
principal labor]; the camel-driver's
knot [a strip was placed through the
camel's nose, the ends were tied
permanently, thus forming a nose ring]

and the sailor's knot [a hole was drilled
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through the front of the ship where a

heavy rope would be inserted; the rope ends were then tied permanently. These
examples, being both professional knots and also permanent, are Biblically
prohibited because in the Tabernacle, it was necessary to tie permanent knots in
torn threads of the curtains]. And just as one is guilty for tying them, so, too, is
he guilty for untying them [it was sometimes necessary to untie the nettings which
were used to catch the hilazon]. Rabbi Meir says; Any knot which one can untie
with one hand entails no liability [even if it is permanent; the halachah does not

follow Rabbi Meir].

(2) There are some knots which do not entail liability as do the camel-driver's and
sailor's knots [but nevertheless, are prohibited Rabbinically. These are temporary
knots which are made to last for a specific time. The Gemara lists, as examples,
the knot tying the reins to the nose ring or the knot tying the rope to the ship's
ring]. A woman may tie [in a knot] the opening of her robe [since she unties it
daily. This garment was open in the front and had ties extending from the top
corners which would be tied across the opposite shoulder. Even though untying
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one corner would allow her to remove
the garment and thus it was possible
knot tied
indefinitely, it is still permitted], the

that one would be
ribbons of her hair-net and of her
girdle, the laces of shoes or sandals,
[leather skin] vessels of wine and oil
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[where the openings were tied; even

though there were two openings and thus, it was possible for one opening to be
knotted indefinitely], and [the covering cloth of] a meat pot [even if the pot has
spigots from which the contents can be emptied or filled without ever untying the
cloth cover, still all these knots are permitted since they are not considered
permanent]. Rabbi Eliezer ben Yaakov says; One may tie [a rope across the
stable entrance] in front of an animal, so that it should not go out [even though
he only needs to untie one side for the animal to leave], a bucket [over a well]
may be tied with a belt [which one will remove after he finishes drawing water]
but not with a rope; Rabbi Yehudah permits [with a weaver's rope, being that the
weaver needs it for his work, he won't leave it there; however, the Sages forbid
it, lest one seeing, will think it permissible to tie with any rope; the halachah
follows the Sages]. Rabbi Yehudah stated a general rule; any knot that is not
permanent entails no liability [conversely, any knot, even a bow which is

permanent, entails liability (see Tosfot Yom Tov)].

(3) [On Shabbat] one may fold garments [every time one removes them], even
four or five times [provided that (a) only one person folds them and not two
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together and (b) they are new garments
which do not have many creases and
(c) they are white, since white hides
creases better than colored clothing (in
all other cases, it is prohibited as it is
similar to repairing a vessel) and (d)
he has no other garment to wear]. [One
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may] spread the sheets on the beds on
the night of Shabbat [i.e., Friday night]
for [use any time on the] Shabbat, but not on Shabbat for [use after] the
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conclusion of the Shabbat. Rabbi Yishmael says; One may fold up garments and
spread sheets on the beds on [a Friday] Yom Kippur for [use on] Shabbat; and
the fats of the Shabbat [offerings] may be offered [i.e., burnt on the altar] on
Yom Kippur [if it immediately followed Shabbat, since the sanctity of Shabbat
is greater than the sanctity of Yom Kippur], but not those [fats] of Yom Kippur
on the Shabbat [if Shabbat immediately followed Yom Kippur]. Rabbi Akiva
says; [Their levels of sanctity are the same and therefore] those of the Shabbat
may not be offered on Yom Kippur, nor may those of Yom Kippur be offered
on the Shabbat [the halachah follows Rabbi Akiva].
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