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Mishnah Shabbat, chapter 12 2° P naw AW

1) If one builds, how much must he '?;) (73127) 220 R 7327 2 M N
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intentional, or a sin-offering if AYY] '?; ,'?'?:;)El a7 .2t RMY '?; n7ipn
unintentional]? One who builds, any 727 .21 ,N2W2 mpnn SRR 7IK7D
amount [i.e., even filling up a hole in  ©IIP2 1217 AX MK PXomy 12 TivnY
a wall, since in the Mishkan if a board NI *35n ,21 ,H;N??; nywa o3 by
had a hole in it, it was immediately W27 XMWY '7; vIing A :'IQN??; [(paek]
filled], and one who chisels [a stone to
make it square or flat, this is a subcategory of striking the finishing blow with a
hammer] and one who strikes a finishing blow with a hammer [after the quarrier
had chiseled out the stone on all four sides from the mountain and is attached to
the mountain only by a thin strip of rock, a final blow would separate the stone
from the mountain. So, too, placing the final finishing-touch thereby completing
an object falls under the category “striking a finishing blow”], or with a small
axe, and one who drills [a hole], any amount, [“any amount” applies to all the
aforementioned labors] is liable. This is the general principle: Whoever does
work on the Sabbath and his work endures [i.e., it is not necessary to add upon
it], is liable. Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says: Also liable is one who strikes
with the sledgehammer on the anvil at the time of his work [thereby ensuring a
smooth flat hammerhead before proceeding to flatten silver or gold with that
hammer], because he is as one who improves his work [this was done during the
construction of the Tabernacle, the silver and gold smiths would flatten the
hammerhead on an anvil after every three strikes on the silver or gold; the law
does not follow Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel].
(2) One who plows, [is liable for] any amount, one who weeds, and one who
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trims [trees, by chopping off dead
branches], and one who prunes [young
shoots], any amount is liable. One who
gathers wood — if in order to effect an
[e.g.,
branches or twigs to enable more

improvement, one cuts off

vigorous growth, then he is liable for]
any amount; if for fuel, as much as is
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required for boiling a light egg. If one  ,]2W»7 W R 2y 1anis v 2% 0w

collects grass, if to effect an JoOP DY 1°37 %27 MK I3 123K VTP
improvement [in the soil, then he is

liable for] any amount; if for an animal['s fodder], [the amount is] a kid's

mouthful.

(3) One who writes two letters, [if ambidextrous] whether with his right or with
his left hand [otherwise, a right handed individual, writing with the left hand is
not liable, although it is Rabbinically prohibited], whether the same letter [twice]
or two different letters, or in two [different colored] inks, in any language, he is
liable. Rabbi Yose said: They declared one liable [for writing] two letters only
because of the mark [that it makes], because thus did they write on each board
of the Mishkan, to know which was its companion [so that when the Mishkan
was dismantled and subsequently erected again, the boards should remain in the
same order as before. Therefore, if one makes any two marks, even though they

are not alphabetical characters he is guilty in Rabbi Yose's view]. Rebbi Says:
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We find a short name [forming part] of
a long name: [e.g.,] Q¥ — Shem as
part of TWWMAYW — Shimon, or [BY —
Shem as part] of PX1A% — Shmuel; 173
— Noah as part of M1 — Nahor; |7
— Dan as part of ?X°37 — Daniel; 72
— Gad as part of 9X* 73 — Gaddi'el.
[Le., If one intended to write long
names, but writes only part of those
names, and nevertheless, it forms a
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complete name in itself, one is liable.]

) One who writes two letters in one state of unawareness, is liable [as in the
previous chapter, Mishnah 6, “This is the general principle: all who are liable to
a sin-offering are liable only if the beginning and the end of the forbidden action
are unintentional,”]. If one writes with ink, chemicals, sikra [a kind of stone used
to paint red] kumos [black-colored earth], kankantum [vitriol used as an
ingredient of ink], or with anything that leaves a mark on the angle of two walls
or on the two pages of a ledger, and they [the two letters written] are [thereby]
read together, he is liable. If one writes on his flesh [with ink], one is liable. One
who scratches [letters] on his flesh: Rabbi Eliezer declares him liable to a
sin-offering, but the Sages exempt him [even if he extracts blood in the shape of

letters since this is definitely not the usual manner of writing].

(5) If one writes with a fluid [that blackens, such as juice from berries], with
[other] fruit juices, in road dust [i.e., one writes in the dust with his finger], or
with writer's powder [the sediment left in an inkwell], or with anything that
cannot endure, one is not liable [but is, nevertheless, Rabbinically prohibited. If
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one writes] with the back of his hand
[i.e., he writes with his palm facing
upward], with his foot, with his mouth,
or with his elbow; if one writes one
letter near [other] writing [i.e., near a
letter already written, so as to
complete the word]; or if one writes

upon writing [to make it clearer]; if
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one intends to write a het but writes

two zayyins [a het is like two zayyins with a connection on top, here he forgot
the connection]; one [letter] on the ground and another on a beam; If one writes
[a letter] on two [separate] walls of the house or on two pages of a ledger which
are not read together, one is not liable. If one writes one letter as an abbreviation
[i.e., a letter followed by a short stroke or point to indicate that it is an
abbreviation, e.g. R' for Rabbi]: Rabbi Yehoshua ben Bateira holds him liable
[since one understands a complete word from this writing], while the Sages
exempt him [regardless of what is understood, as he, in fact, only wrote one

letter; the law follows the Sages].

(6) [See the general rule in Mishnah 7:1 above, where it is explained that one
incurs one sin-offering for many forbidden labors where the cause for all these
unintentional Sabbath desecrations was based on a single, central mistake, for
example an unawareness that there is a Sabbath. If, however, he remembered in
between each act of desecration, he would incur separate sin-offerings for each
desecration. What is the law, if, before one completed a forbidden labor, he
became aware of his sin and that it was Sabbath and stopped, then forgot again
and completed the forbidden labor? For example] if one writes two letters in two
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[separate] states of unawareness, one '7}5’7?7;; 127,202 12 DX e
[letter] in the morning and one [letter] Halyloji:Jalaln]yy eyt

in the evening (see Tosfot Yom Tov),

Rabban Gamliel holds him liable [as if he wrote the two letters together, since
an inconsequential awareness, such as an awareness after writing only one letter
(which, in any case, does not incur liability), does not separate the two actions
from one another, hence, the two actions combine as if committed during one
state of unawareness] while the Sages exempt him [maintaining that the

awareness between the writing of each letter separates the two actions].
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