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Mishnah Sanhedrin, chapter 8

(1) Regarding a [T 970 73]
wayward and rebellious son: When
does he become [liable to the penalty
of] a wayward and rebellious son [i.e.,
stoning]? From [the age of thirteen and
one day and] the time that he produces
two hairs until his beard grows around
— the lower [pubic] beard, not the
upper [beard] of the face, but the
Sages spoke in polite terms, for it is
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written; “If a man has [a wayward and

rebellious] son” (Deuteronomy 21:18) — a son, but not a daughter; a son
[indicating youth], but not a full-grown man. A minor is exempt [and cannot be
included in the word son], since he does not come under the obligation of the
commandments [and once pubic hair has fully developed, he is considered a
fully-grown man. Thus, the limited time from when he produces two hairs until
the time when he fully developes hair in the pubic area is the period he can still

be referred to as a son, yet is an adult].

(2) When does he become liable? When he eats a tartemar of meat [which is the
weight of fifty dinar, the meat must be eaten semi-cooked in the manner of
thieves on the run who don't have enough time to cook it fully] and drinks one
half log of Italian wine [which was of extremely fine quality and had an addictive
effect]. Rabbi Yose says: One maneh of meat [one hundred dinar] and a log of
wine [the halachah does not follow Rabbi Yose]. If he ate it at a gathering
[celebrating] a religious act, or for the purpose of intercalating the month; if he
ate ma'aser sheni in Jerusalem [and thus because of the mitzvah it does not
become addictive]; if he ate neveilot or treifot, abominable and crawling things,
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or tevel, or ma'aser rishon from which
terumah had not been separated, or
unredeemed  ma'aser  sheni, or
unredeemed hekdesh [since the verse
“He

(Deuteronomy 21:20) this excludes

says: does not obey us,”

one who, through his eating and
drinking, also disobeys Torah laws]; if
his eating involved a [Rabbinical]
[Rabbinical]
transgression; if he ate any food but

mitzvah or a
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meat or drank any bevarage other than

wine, he does not become a wayward and rebellious son until he eats meat and
drinks wine, for it is written, “[This son of ours is wayward and rebellious, he
does not obey us;] he is a glutton [zollel]] and a drunkard [vesovei].”
(Deuteronomy 21:20) And though there is no absolute proof to the matter [that
zollel indicates glutton and sovei indicates drinking wine], there is an intimation
for this, as it is written: “Be not among winebibbers [vesovei]; among gluttonous

eaters of flesh [bzolelei].” (Proverbs 23:20)

@) [In addition to being a X201 9971, an added requirement to become a wayward
and rebellious son is that he steals the funds used to purchase the wine and meat
and eats it outside his father's domain.] If he stole from his father and ate it in
his father's domain [this is not addictive behavior since he is afraid that he will
be discovered], or [steals] from strangers and eats it in the domain of the
strangers [it is only occasionally that the opportunity arises for one to steal from
strangers], or from strangers and eats in his father's domain, he does not become
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a wayward and rebellious son, until he
steals from his father [since such
opportunities abound] and eats in the
domain of strangers [where he is not
afraid of discovery; this pattern of
behavior can become addictive]. Rabbi
Yose, the son of Rabbi Yehudah says:
Until he steals from his father and his
mother [the halachah does not follow
Rabbi Yose].
@) If his father wants [to have him
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does, he does not become a wayward

and rebellious son, unless they both desire it [this is deduced from the verse;
“Then his father and mother must take hold of him and bring him to the elders
of his city and to the gate of his place” (Deuteronomy 21:19)]. Rabbi Yehudah
says: If his mother is not similar to his father [in her voice, appearance and
height], he does not become a wayward and rebellious son [since the verse says:
15p2 ynw MR literally, he does not listen to our voice (ibid. verse 20) rather
than saying he does not listen to our voices]. If one of them [his father or his
mother] was missing a hand, or was lame, mute, blind or deaf, he does not
become a wayward and rebellious son, because it is written; “Then his father and
mother must take hold of him,” excluding those who are missing a hand;” “And
bring him,” excluding lame parents; “And they should say,” excluding the mute
[who cannot speak]; “This son of ours,” excluding the blind [who cannot point
him out]; “He does not obey us,” [implying, that they heard him refuse their
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instructions] thus excluding the deaf.
He is warned [before two witnesses
not to continue the aforementioned
behavior] and in the presence of three
[he is] flogged [if he repeats his
behavior]. If he transgresses again
after this, he is tried by a court of
twenty-three, and cannot be sentenced
to stoning unless the first three are
present, because it is written; “This
son of ours,” implying, “This one who
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was flogged in your presence. If he W2 0?7 ¥y J12 ¥1 019
[the rebellious son] fled before his trial

was completed, and then his pubic hair grew around, he is free. But if he fled
after his trial was completed, and then his pubic hair grew around, he remains

liable.

(5) A wayward and rebellious son is judged on account of his eventual outcome
[eventually, if he is allowed to continue in this way he will squander all the funds
of his parents on his habits; he will then turn to robbing the public to feed his
addictions]. Therefore, let him die innocent rather than guilty. For the death of
the wicked is beneficial for themselves [they cease sinning] and beneficial for the
world; but [the death] of the righteous, is harmful for themselves and harmful for
the world. Wine and sleep for the wicked are beneficial for themselves and
beneficial for the world; but for the righteous, are harmful for themselves and
harmful for the world. The scattering of the wicked is beneficial for themselves

X302 77727y 1327
77 NP3 MK PPYn yaw KD oK1 L5 KOW ‘2 7103 13 P priT A 113 13 IN!Y :mon
(X3 ©727) KT 2703 KT NIPYN T 970 123 MK AR 107 ‘2 Man pea 1N abw
23 Yy OKx1.03182 APOW KT 7T YW M 2 OX T (M3 ow) BN 2031 111 0 12
XIT 1122 21N3% 037192 "YW KT MY XNK TINY XN 97 MK K L3I0 K91 S wwan
KD ROWT 17y 197KT 7173 .MVD PIARNT [PT HIPT 2 NI 200N 1270 Dynw 113 K0
Sy 1171 7 :maw 13 ARRY 19BK ATm K9W0p K240 M 02 10T 0w DRI X K90 12
OLOYI 07377 NWIBA AWM XYM 1KY 12 Paw 1 wpam MK finn aomw mo 1910 ow
TINIT :X0MY POTOM KW LY ANAT 270 N SX1OKIT N TN TR NTMAT DK
T 117 Sy mmn v 29D Y s meom v Y YR KT Yo mopw .aDwh
DPIMIYD :NTaY Pyn PRI PRUIT PR O Dmww (ot 93 . 0w 1w 1Y 1T NK

TTw M08 :0wH KA Mayma oYvana [waw oYY Y smna ppow orkw LY YA
Copyright © 2008 eMishnah.com All Rights Reserved.
Excerpted from "The Mishnah: A New Integrated Translation and Commentary"
Distributed by Israel Book Shop (732) 901-3009



o9 SANHEDRIN 8

and beneficial for the world [since this
prevents advising and assisting one
another]; but [the scattering] of the
righteous, is harmful for themselves
and harmful for the world. The
gathering of the wicked is harmful for
themselves and harmful for the world,
but [the gathering] of the righteous, is
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themselves  and
The
tranquillity of the wicked is harmful

beneficial  for
beneficial for the world.
for themselves and harmful for the world; [the tranquillity] of the righteous, is
beneficial for themselves and beneficial for the world.
(6) [The thief] who tunnels his way [into a house and may be killed by the owner
of the house] is judged on account of his eventual outcome [since he will most
likely murder the owner of the house, if he encounters him]. If he was tunneling
through and broke a jug and there is guilt for his blood [i.e., in the case where
the intruder's life is not forfeit, for example, where a father was tunneling, so the
fear of killing his son would not exist], he must pay [for the jug], but if there is
no guilt for his blood [i.e., his life is forfeit and thus is considered subject to a
penalty of death], he is not liable [since one is not liable to both a monetary
penalty and a death penalty for the same crime].
(7) The following are saved [from sinning] even at the cost of their lives: One
who is pursuing another to kill him, [or chasing] after a male [to force himself
on him]. [Or one chasing] after a betrothed na'arah [or any other female who is

XMID721 7772y 1127
113 20 D TEKY LNNAMAA KA 1 DR a1 yroo yyin® o1 pry mm o)
DM 1% WA DR 25w Nk HwaY 10 Ty DR nan Sya Nk amn mow 910 ow Sy
2309 RWA 1A PR 009 AT SV AT Mmw viTa Lan Yy DNNNna K3 AKT (0 LAY
19T DKW NINMAA KT 07K 93 X105 DM PIRY 05w 270 N aKT 12w oxl
2 7L WD ATNNn KW Praw 0SwHn Mod NPT DK MAw ox .07 Y PR nan Sva
STV T MK PYYRY OWDIR TNIN PR 11 15K Tabwm m ok prw pabwnn
237 TS 1AM AR G A m 1 1 L pa0nY oK 935 mwn e wnia
MIYTY WP LT 227 13 w52 MY YA SV wIK P WK 73 (20 0117 ORIV DYN
YN awoaa 19°¥nS Nt Y OR Aws1 Y [N 0TIRND V) ) LT0MKG 1D

Copyright © 2008 eMishnah.com All Rights Reserved.
Excerpted from "The Mishnah: A New Integrated Translation and Commentary"
Distributed by Israel Book Shop (732) 901-3009



Vo SANHEDRIN 8 npPI2 7PI7na0 269

forbidden to him and carries a penalty ~ 97mmm , 727 X 77177 228 M0N0
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an animal [for bestiality], or is W32 1NN

desecrating the Shabbat, or is

committing idolatry, is not saved [from sinning] at the cost of his life.
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