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Mishnah Sanhedrin, chapter 2

(1) The High Priest may judge and may
be judged; [he may] testify and be
testified against. He may perform
halitzah [to the wife of his deceased
brother] and [if he died childless]
halitzah may be performed to his wife.
His wife may be taken in levirate
marriage; he, however, may not take in
levirate marriage, since he is forbidden
to marry a widow. If a close relative of
his dies, he may not join the funeral
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procession, rather when they disappear

[from view, i.e., when they turn into another street] he may show himself [on the
first street], when they appear [in the second street] he must be hidden [from
view]. [In this manner] he may go with them as far as the gates of the city. These
are the words of Rabbi Meir. Rabbi Yehudah says: He must not leave the
Sanctuary for it is written “neither shall he go out of the Sanctuary.” (Leviticus
21:12) [Rabbi Meir maintains that he should not go out of his Sanctuary, i.c., he
should not let himself become defiled, therefore, if he does not see the bier we
don't fear that he will come to touch it and become defiled; the halachah follows
Rabbi Yehudah.] When he [the High Priest] consoles others [he may join the
funeral procession of one who is not related to him, provided he does not defile
himself], it is customary for the [line of] people to pass along one after the other
[to console the bereaved, who stand in one place] and for the assistant High Priest
[i.e., the priest who is second in line to perform the Kippur service] to place the
High Priest between himself and the people [i.c., the line of people standing to
the left of the High Priest, then the High Priest stands center, and the assistant
stands to the right of the High Priest] and when he [the High Priest] is consoled

XMID721 7772y 1127
(X3 XTP*) AR KN ANTI0 TN v TnR KRS STORT MR NKY? K O e N
MY AN (R AvAT KW 1030w [ 1931 KT 021 1T X2 XD N mwaa 53 S
AWRW 1201 O3 KT .M21m2 PRI POA W AT 93 HAK A9IN2 0130 1921 KT .m0 IRYW
YT 92K T MDANTY 9191 NIKAn Prvn Yaw MY NS Y Ty K¥M aoin o
APy D3 RYT RS WpRIT P W T 120 LRYY KD WP 11 R X ko b
MNXIAN YW PP N2 YA T K12 KOW TR YD LKy KD IMwTTpm wT Rn M

Copyright © 2008 eMishnah.com All Rights Reserved.
Excerpted from "The Mishnah: A New Integrated Translation and Commentary"
Distributed by Israel Book Shop (732) 901-3009



Bv39 SANHEDRIN 2

by others, all the people say to him
May we be your atonement and he
answers them Be you blessed by
Heaven. And the mourner's meal [the
first meal of a mourner after burial
may not be his own, rather, his first
meal] is given to him [by friends and]
all the people are seated around him
on the floor while he sits on a stool.
(2) The king may neither judge nor be
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judged [king here refers to the kings (@ 2 bxmw) MKW ,2WY 20 InImox
of the tribes of Israel who did not

submit themselves to the opinions of the Courts; however, the kings of the
Davidic dynasties, always submitted themselves to the opinion of the Courts and
therefore may be judged and testified against], does not testify, nor be testified
against. He may not perform halitzah [it is not dignified to spit in front of the
king] nor may it [halitzah] be performed to his wife [she may not remarry (Tosfot
Yom Tov).] He may not take in levirate marriage nor may his wife be taken in
levirate marriage. Rabbi Yehudah said If he wishes to perform halitzah or yibum
he is remembered for the good. But they [the Rabbis] said [Even if he wishes]
we don't listen, nor may anyone marry his widow. Rabbi Yehudah said A king
may marry a king's widow as we find in the case of David who married the
widow of Shaul, where it is written: “And I have given you your master's house

XT130721 77727y 1327
"0 W KW NPT LQMINN NN QMR RETW T 3 3% L ATTm KN KK
oMY TMWA PTMVY NNAPT 1A PINAwN vanh K K91 TN K979 KT 91977 11 knby
2 0mNN 1% MK TAK 921 17TYn Tmyw SN armm e nx 1oy oyt 91 oha
Y¥YNK1 173 Ry 1ORnwn oy 231 51 parh i Xinw AyYnn annnm onwn
ANT83 1R 27717 2733 Y108 YIKT OK 913 T3 NAN Ay matn KW 0T KT Tmnn
913KY MoK LaARW MK PARWI POy X2 MK 93% PRnn 1mKy SINK 930N ma
TOARNM YN 11PN DY PRI101 MK PYIEKD TATIKT TP YW WK TV
SR 15N KPITT MR AT KD 77 XS 791 A Soson Yy 11203 .apm KIM aavya
T2 71T P2 (0 PeT) MKW AMK PIT T 7T N2 a1 qPn YaR onon Mo ovnw oPRw
12 RIT R DM 1120 PROITI YV Smw q5nT A% pynmiw PR vawn TpaY 1T i nx
5w anmbr Kwi 957 1357 191 M2 N3 PR Y9N N2 Ak 910103 1pm pivnnw

Copyright © 2008 eMishnah.com All Rights Reserved.
Excerpted from "The Mishnah: A New Integrated Translation and Commentary"
Distributed by Israel Book Shop (732) 901-3009



51 SANHEDRIN 2

and your master's wives unto your
bosom (II Samuel 12:8).
(3) If a death occurs in his [the king's]
family, he may not leave his palace
[for it is disgraceful for the king to be
seen by the masses in mourning].
Rabbi Yehudah said If he wishes to
follow the bier he may do so, as we
find in the case of David who followed
the bier of Avner as it is written “and
King David followed the bier.” (II
Samuel 3:31) But they [the Rabbis]
answered [this is no proof for] that was
but to pacify the people [to show them
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that he had no part in the death of

Avner]. And when the mourner's meal [the first meal after burial] is given to him,
all the people recline on the ground while he sits on a dargesh [a sofa which is

more respectful than the stool of the High Priest (see Mishnah 1 above)].

4) He [the king] may lead [in battle] to a discretionary war [i.e., any war besides
the war against the seven nations and against Amalek], upon the decision of a
Court of seventy-one. He may clear a way through private property [to make
roads] and no one may refuse him. There is no limit to the [width of the] king's
way. All the booty taken by the people [in war] must be placed before him and
he receives [his half] first [i.e., he has first choice]. “He must not have many
wives for himself.” (Deuteronomy 17:17) Only eighteen [since King David had
six wives (see II Samuel begining of chapter 3) and Natan the Prophet told him
(ibid 12:8) “if that be too little I would give you as such and as such.” Such
meaning equal to as many wives as you already have namely, six plus, such and
such equals eighteen.] Rabbi Yehudah said He may take more [than eighteen]
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provided they do not turn away his
heart [as  the
(Deuteronomy 17:17) “He must not

verse  states
have many wives for himself, and his
heart must not turn away” i.e., any
wives above the amount of eighteen,
must be very righteous]. Rabbi Shimon
says He must not marry even one
[unrighteous woman] who may turn
away his heart. Why then is it written
“He must not have many wives for
himself?” (Deuteronomy 17:17) Even
if they are women [as righteous and
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wise] like Avigail. [The verse states]

“He must not have many horses for himself” (ibid., verse 16) only as many as he
requires for his chariots. “And he must not have a great amount of silver and
gold” (ibid., verse 17), only as much as is required for his armies. And he writes
a Sefer Torah in his own name [which he carries with him, besides the Sefer
Torah which all people should write]. When he goes out to war, he takes it with
him and when he returns, he brings it back with him; when he sits in judgment,
it is with him and when he sits down to eat, it is in front of him, as it is written
“And it will be with him and he will read it all the days of his life” (ibid., verse

19).

(5) No one may ride on his [the king's] horse, or sit on his throne, or make use
of his scepter; no one may see him when his hair is being cut or when he is naked
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or when he is bathing [except those — T9¥ DR OiY @w) WX,y n°22

servants that he requires for those PRy MR RANY 790

tasks (Tiferet Yisrael)] for it is written:

“You may surely set a king over you” (ibid., verse 15) that his awe may be over
you.
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