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Mishnah Sanhedrin, chapter 1

(1) Monetary cases [i.e., admissions of
liability and testimony regarding loans
are heard] by three [plain] judges [or
one ordained judge (there are judges
who are semuchin — i.e., ordained by
a judge, who himself, was ordained by
a judge, this procedure going back
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each generation, all the way to Moshe W17 M2y .m;‘z'?r;‘;n oMwya MmN
Rabbeinu. Then there are those who

were not ordained and are referred to as plain judges. For monetary cases, which
concern acts of kindness such as loans, the Rabbis instituted that they don't
require ordained judges, so that if disagreements were to arise they should be
handled expeditiously], cases of theft and personal injury [are judged], by three
[ordained judges], claims for full or half-damages (see Mishnah Bava Kamma
1:1), the repayment of the [kefe/] double (see Exodus, 22:3) or four or five-fold
restitution (see Exodus, 21:37) [of stolen goods, must be judged] by three
[ordained judges], as must cases [of punitive damages] of DIW rape, 1N
seduction, and ¥ OW X317 libel, so says Rabbi Meir; but the Sages say: A case
of libel requires a Court of twenty-three, since it may involve a capital charge
[infidelity, in certain cases, carries the death penalty and capital charges require

23 ordained judges].

(2) [Cases involving the punishment of] lashes [are judged] by three [ordained
judges]; in the name of Rabbi Yishmael it was said, By twenty-three [judges].
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The intercalculation of the month is
effected by a Court of three [ordained
judges], the intercalculation of the year
by three; these are the words of Rabbi
Meir. But Rabbi Shimon ben Gamliel
says: The matter is initiated by three
[and if a majority i.e., two out of the
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three, state that it should be further

discussed, two more judges are added and it is then] discussed by five, [if a
majority i.e., three out of the five judges, rule that it should be a leap year,
another two judges are added and it is finally] determined by seven. If, however,
it was determined by three [i.e., at the first sitting, the judges went ahead and

declared it a leap year], the declaration is valid.

(3) The laying of the elders' hands [upon the head of the communal sacrifice (see
Leviticus 4:15) and the ordination of judges] and the breaking of the heifer's neck
(see Deuteronomy 21:2) require the presence of three [judges; in the case of
ordination at least one must be ordained]; these are the words of Rabbi Shimon.
Rabbi Yehudah says: Five. The performance of halitzah [the refusal of levirate
marriage (Deuteronomy 25:9)] and of mi'un [the refusal and annulment of the
marriage of an orphan who was married, as a minor, before she has grown into
adulthood, by her brother or mother, (see Yevamot, chapter 13, Mishnah 2)] is
performed in front of three [plain judges (Yevamot, chapter 12, Mishnah 1, see
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Gemara, Yevamot 107b regarding
validity in front of two]. The

fourth-year fruit and the second tithes
[which must be eaten in Jerusalem, or
its value in money brought to
Jerusalem where he must purchase

food instead of the actual produce] of
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unknown value are assessed by three.

[Redeeming] consecrated [items, requires an assessment] by three, [if one vowed,
the stated worth of another, (as quoted in Leviticus 27) and doesn't have the
money to pay, but has movable property of value, the] evaluations of [said]
movable property [is estimated] by three. Rabbi Yehudah says One of them
should be a priest [since the verse states “the priest should value it” (Leviticus,
27:12)]. And [if he pays from] real estate [the estimate should be] by ten [judges]
including one priest and [where one vows the actual monetary worth] of a person

is likewise, by the same number [i.e., ten].

(4) Capital cases are adjudicated by twenty-three. An animal who was involved
in bestiality, either by a woman or a man is charged by [a Court of] twenty-three,
as it is written “You shall kill the woman and the beast” (Leviticus 20:16) and
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also (ibid. verse 15) “and you shall kill
the beast.” [Just as the woman may be
executed only through a Court of
twenty-three,
execution, must be through a Court of
twenty-three.] The ox [which killed a
person and is] to be stoned is tried by

so too, the animal's

twenty-three as it is written “the ox
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must be stoned and its owner shall be
put to death [by Heaven].” (Exodus
21:29) Just as the death of the owner
[i.e., a human, requires a Court of twenty-three] so too, the death of the ox can
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be decided only by twenty-three. The death sentence on the [domesticated] wolf,
lion, bear, leopard, bardelis [hyena or leopardess], or the snake [which killed a
human], is to be judged by [a Court of] twenty-three. Rabbi Eliezer says [Where
any of the aforementioned killed a human], whoever is first to kill them [without
trial] acquires merit [and is not subject to pay damages to their owners]. Rabbi
Akiva says, [Except for the snake, where he agrees with Rabbi Eliezer]| their
death is to be decided by twenty-three.
(5) [The majority of] a tribe [that worshipped idols], a false prophet and a High
Priest [who commited a capital offense] can only be tried by a Court of
seventy-one. Non-obligatory war [i.e., all wars, besides the conquest of the seven
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nations and against Amalek], can be
waged only by the authority of a Court
of seventy-one. No addition to the city
of Jerusalem or the Temple Courtyard
can be sanctified without the Court of
seventy-one. Small Sanhedrins [i.e.,
Courts of twenty-three] for each tribe
can be instituted only by a Court of
seventy-one. No city [in which the
majority worshipped idols] can be
declared a condemned city [to be
completely razed] without a decree of
a Court of seventy-one. A border city
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cannot become a condemned city [i.e.,
is not razed], nor can three cities [under the authority of one Court] at one time
[become condemned cities]; rather, only one or two.

(6) The great Sanhedrin consisted of seventy-one members the small Sanhedrin
of twenty-three. From where do we learn that the great Sanhedrin is comprised
of seventy-one? It is stated “gather unto me seventy men from the elders of
Israel” (Numbers 11:16) with Moshe at their head [as it states further (verse 17),
“and they will bear the burden of the people with you]; we have a total of
seventy-one. Rabbi Yehudah said It consisted only of seventy [ “with you,” means
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like you i.e., honest etc.]. From where
do we know that the small Sanhedrin
is comprised of twenty-three [judges]?
[since] it is written [regarding
accidental murder] (Numbers
35:24,25) “and the edah [congregation
or quorum] shall judge ... and the edah

2

shall save.” One edah judges [i.c.,
condemns as guilty] and the other may
save [i.e. acquit as innocent], hence we

have [two edah's or quorums which
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equal] twenty. But how do we know

that a congregation [edah] consists of no less than ten? [Regarding the spies] it
is written “how long shall I bear with this evil edah?” (Numbers 14:27)
Excluding Yehoshua and Kalev [who did not join with the others in the evil
report of the land] we have ten [and the verse refers to them, as an edah]. And
from where do we derive the additional three [judges]? By the implications of
the text [since it is written] “Do not follow a majority to do evil.” I may however,
infer that I may follow them for good; if so why does Scripture [find it necessary]
to state “It must be decided by the majority?” To teach us, that the majority to
decide for the good [i.e., for a decision of not guilty] is not like the one to decide
for evil [i.e. a decision of guilty]. How so? For good, a majority of one is
sufficient, whereas for evil [i.e., a decision of guilty] a majority of two is required
[and since it states “and the edah shall save” meaning ten voted not guilty, yet
we decide his guilt based on a majority of two; hence there are at least
twenty-two judges making up the Court]. And as [a rule to avoid deadlock] a
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Court cannot consist of an even IXI *1 , 79X T T2y 1EYOM U
number [of judges, therefore,] another X7 XM Y2 XT? 7 .'ng}bw;'ﬂ oMy
one is added, making a total of X M 271 .0 AXD ,PIT7I07
twenty-three. What must be the NPy M T332 0O oonXn
population to make it eligible for a

[small] Sanhedrin [of twenty three]? One hundred and twenty. Rabbi Nehemiah
says two hundred and thirty, so that each member should be a ruler over [at least]

ten (see Exodus, 18:21).
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