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Mishnah Pesahim, chapter 6

(1) These things relating to the Pesah
Shabbat:  Its
slaughter, the splashing of its blood

offering  override
[on the altar], removal of the innards
and burning of its fats [all the
aforementioned cannot be postponed
until nightfall. The verse states: “The
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Children of Isracl shall make the

Passover sacrifice in its appointed time” (Numbers 9:2). Since “in its appointed
time,” is also used regarding the Tamid offering, the Rabbis deduce that just as
the Tamid overrides the Shabbat so, too, the Pesah offering overrides Shabbat
(Pesahim 66a)]. However, its roasting and the washing of its innards [can be
postponed until nightfall and thus,] do not override the Shabbat. Carrying it and
bringing it from outside the tehum Shabbat and cutting off its warts do not
override Shabbat. [Though these are only Rabbinically prohibited, since a live
animal who carries itself is only forbidden Rabbinically and cutting off a wart
could be done in a fashion Biblically-permitted, however, these could have been
performed before the Shabbat.] Rabbi Eliezer says: They [even preparatory

actions required to perform the mitzvah] do override it.

(2) Said Rabbi Eliezer: Is this not a fortiori! If slaughtering, which is Biblically
prohibited, overrides the Shabbat, then it is only logical that these [carrying it
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and bringing it from outside the fehum
Shabbat and cutting off its warts],
prohibited
Rabbinically, should certainly override
Shabbat. Rabbi Yehoshua said to him:
Let the [laws] of the Festival prove

which are only

[you wrong], for Biblical labor [such
as cooking] is
Rabbinical
bringing it from outside the tehum

permitted,  yet

prohibitions [such as

Shabbat, as it can be brought before
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the Festival] are forbidden. Rabbi
Eliezer said to him: What is this
Yehoshua? What proof can you bring from a voluntary act [that of eating on the
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Festival] to a [required] mitzvah [that of bringing the Pesah offering. Rabbi
Yehoshua, however, maintains that eating on a Festival is a mitzvah]. Rabbi
Akiva answered and said: Let sprinkling [with the waters of purification] prove
it, since [a person defiled by a corpse must be sprinkled on the third and seventh
day, and if the seventh day is the eve of Pesah] it is performed because it is a
mitzvah [as without it, he would be unable to partake of the Pesah being that he
is defiled] and [sprinkling on Shabbat] is [only] forbidden Rabbinically, yet it
does not override Shabbat, so, too, do not wonder about these while though they
are a mitzvah and are forbidden Rabbinically, they, too, do not override Shabbat.
Rabbi Eliezer said to him: But regarding that itself, I also argue. If slaughtering,
which is prohibited Biblically, overrides the Shabbat, then it is only logical that
sprinkling [a defiled person on the seventh day of his defilement enabling him to
participate in the Pesah offering] which is prohibited only Rabbinically, should
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Shabbat. Rabbi
Akiva said to him: Just the opposite: If

certainly override

sprinkling, which is
Rabbinically-forbidden,
override Shabbat then slaughtering,

only
does not

which is forbidden Biblically, certainly
Rabbi
Eliezer said to him: Akiva you are

will not override Shabbat.

erasing that which is written in the
Torah! “[On the fourteenth day of this
month] in the afternoon, [you shall
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(Numbers 9:3) [implying] both on 72121 .LYRI AL Sma X2 X3 7012
weekdays and Shabbat. Said he [Rabbi

Akiva] to him: My master: Give me a required designated time for these which
is similar to the required designated time for slaughtering [the aforementioned,
Rabbinically-forbidden actions of carrying it and bringing it from outside the
tehum Shabbat and cutting off its warts do not have a required, designated time
since they could be performed before Shabbat and, in the case of the sprinkling,
it is only the related circumstances which require that specific time, that is why
they are not included in the Scriptural dispensation and do not override Shabbat].
A general rule was stated by Rabbi Akiva: Any [usually forbidden] labor which
can be performed before Shabbat does not override Shabbat. However,
slaughtering, which cannot be done before Shabbat, does override Shabbat [the

halachah follows Rabbi Akiva].

(3) When does one bring a hagigah [offering] with it [the Pesah offering]? When
it is offered on a weekday and in purity [although the Pesah offering overrides
Shabbat and also, at times, overrides the prohibition of offering it while defiled,
the hagigah offering does not], and when there are small, insufficient portions
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[of the Pesah sacrifice to go around,
i.e., if a group was formed by many
In addition to the Pesah
offering they also bring a hagigah

people.

Festival offering, so that the Pesah
sacrifice will be eaten after a sufficient
meal, as the Pesah had to be eaten
“while sated” (Pesahim 69a-70b)]. But
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when it [the Pesah offering] is offered
on Shabbat, in large, sufficient portions or in impurity [when a majority of
the community is defiled] one does not bring a hagigah [offering] with it.

@) The hagigah was brought from the flock, from cattle, from sheep or from
goats, from males or females [the Pesah was not brought from females], and it is
eaten for two days and one night.

(5) If a Pesah offering was slaughtered for another purpose on Shabbat [and he
thought this was valid], he is liable a sin-offering [for the unintentional violation
of Shabbat]. And regarding all other sacrifices which he slaughtered with the
intent of a Pesah offering: If they are not appropriate [i.e., he slaughtered a
female or an animal that was over a year old], he is liable [a sin-offering; since
everyone knows that a female cannot be valid for a Pesah offering, this is a
blatant mistake and therefore, he is not exempt by reason of “one who erred in
the fulfillment of a mitzvah”]; however, if they are appropriate [but the animal
had been previously designated and sanctified for a different sacrifice and in all
the commotion, the priest slaughtered this animal as a Pesah offering], Rabbi
Eliezer obligates a sin-offering, while Rabbi Yehoshua does not [Rabbi

XMIv7212 7°72W 120
MODIT W * 12 790N AT P31 ,T130 112 N97aKS LY oS AW VYA AW X1
LRIV MAY AW LINNPIBRT 1725 0092 719 771 NN AT AW 1219122 Ny aw )
P PRW AP 1R T min K91 R MWD WY AYAIK O NN 0N my PRI PR
SMw WY Yanxa WS XOW 0w mo5i §7 :1apat p K91 99aT 11 KD K3 KW 1o
ANwa nw S5nw ARV 21 anwh KOW mn 3 1w e owa 1At nawa nid
MYYN1 0K NXLA YV 27N . 13p) I DWW 12 9K IR 3y 10 ,moaY JMINT IR DN
ATINA 9272 VIR IRYD INTT ,NAwA fos OwY ONK DUMAT LINWY MmN MAo 1K Nw 1mn
o8 owY Wwnww omSw YW mw 1A T a0 LT PMINT ORI noa awa mopRe oy 93
AYIDK A AR A WTTRRW 951 K91 AT D272 AYD 1N0E vITWY Y11 TN0 KW JInnT

Copyright © 2008 eMishnah.com All Rights Reserved.
Excerpted from "The Mishnah: A New Integrated Translation and Commentary"
Distributed by Israel Book Shop (732) 901-3009



hyal) PESAHIM 6

Yehoshua considers this erring while
fulfilling a mitzvah, since this is a
(though it
credited to the owner as fulfillment of

valid sacrifice, is not
his obligation, see Zevahim 1:1) and
that one who errs while fulfilling a
mitzvah is not liable to a sin-offering].
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Rabbi Eliezer said: If a Pesah offering
which is permitted to be slaughtered
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for its proper purpose [on Shabbat], yet if he changed its purpose he is liable [a
sin-offering], then other sacrifices which are forbidden [to begin with on Shabbat
even when slaughtered] for their own purpose, if he changed its purpose, he
certainly should be liable [a sin-offering. If the slaughter of an authorized Pesah
offering which is not valid requires the atonement of a sin-offering, then the
slaughter of a totally unauthorized offering certainly requires the atonement of a
sin-offering]. Rabbi Yehoshua said to him: No [your reasoning is flawed]; for if
you say that a Pesah offering which was slaughtered for a different purpose [and
the intended, different purpose does not override] and is [thus] forbidden [on
Shabbat, therefore he is liable a sin-offering, as his intention was for something
that may not be slaughtered on Shabbat] then can you say the same for other
sacrifices which were changed and slaughtered as a [Pesah offering where the
intended purpose is a] permitted offering [on Shabbat, that, there to, he is liable
a sin-offering]? [Perhaps not; since his intention was to do something which does
not desecrate Shabbat, this is considered erring while fulfilling a mitzvah.] Said
Rabbi Eliezer to him: Public offerings will prove it, since they are permitted [to
be offered on Shabbat] when slaughtered for their own sake, yet one who
slaughters other sacrifices in their name is liable [a sin-offering, here the intention
is not to desecrate Shabbat so this is considered erring while fulfilling a mitzvah
and nevertheless he is liable]. Rabbi Yehoshua said to him: No, if you say this
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[that he
regarding public offerings that is

is liable a sin-offering]
because they have a limit [of four on
Shabbat (the two tamidim and the two
mussafim) and since there was no
reason for his confusion, making his
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therefore, there is an extenuating

reason why this cannot be considered

as one who erred in the fulfillment of a mitzvah], but can you say this regarding
the Pesah offering which has no limit? [Since there are so many people bringing
their Pesah offerings, the confusion is much greater than in the case of public
offerings, thus, when he sees an animal which he mistakes for a Pesah offering,
this is not considered gross negligence and therefore, it falls under the category
of erring while fulfilling a mitzvah.] Rabbi Meir says: Even one who slaughtered
[other sacrifices] with the intention of public offerings [on Shabbat; since the
offering is valid and the intended offering overrides Shabbat, this is considered
erring while performing a mitzvah and he] is not liable [a sin-offering and we do

not consider this as gross negligence].

(6) If he slaughtered it [on Shabbat] for those who cannot eat from it or for those
who were not registered [in the count for it], for non-circumcised or for defiled
[persons], he is liable [a sin-offering]. [However, if he slaughtered it both] for
those who can eat and those who cannot eat, for those included in the count and
those who are not included in the count, for circumcised and non-circumcised,
for those who are pure and those who are defiled, [since the offering is valid] he
is not liable. If one slaughtered [on Shabbat] and later found it [the animal]
blemished, he is liable [since he could have checked it before, this is considered
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unintentional, rather than
unavoidable]. If one slaughtered and
subsequently, discovered that it was a
treifah in [one of its] internal organs,
he is not liable. If one slaughtered and

1 P75 D°NoD 243

WD e TR0 KIRI oY .20

X 07 Y D9yan wURY yTin ony

LAYY ISR WD NDLIY R IMY
2

subsequently, discovered that the owners had withdrawn or they died or became

defiled, [this is an unavoidable accident and] he is not liable, since [at the time,]

he slaughtered with permission.
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