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Mishnah Pesahim, chapter 3 A PIB o°noB 1AW
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possession,”] must be removed [i.e.,

destroyed] on Pesah [by Rabbinic decree as a precaution lest one come to eat
them]: Babylonian kutah [a dip made from sour milk, stale bread crumbs, and
salt] Median beer [made from brewing barley], Idumean vinegar [which was
made with wine mixed together with water fermented with barley], Egyptian
zitom [made up of, one third barley, one third saffron and one third salt, used for
medicinal purposes. The aforementioned four items, although containing absolute
hametz, nevertheless, since it is mixed with other ingredients and not pure
hametz, one who consumes them is not punished by karet. However, if he
consumed an amount of hametz, equal to the volume of an olive, 078 n7Ix *702
— during the period of time it takes to eat an average meal (one half loaf which
is the size of three eggs), he would be subject to lashes, though, even less than
this amount is prohibited.] And dyer's broth [water in which bran was soaked
used for dyeing purposes], cook's dough [dough made from grain which was
milled when one third ripe; this was used to cover pots and absorb froth], and
scribe's paste [used to bind papers and made from the residue of flour on the
millstones; these items although they are undiluted hametz, since they are y7n
WP — not fit for food, one who consumes them is not punished with karet].
Rabbi Eliezer says: Women's cosmetics [containing a mixture of Pl yan
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combined with other ingredients] too
[i.e., diluted, unfit hametz is also
forbidden]. This is the general rule:
Anything which is of the [five] species
of grain [when mixed with water] must
be removed on Pesah. They are subject
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to a prohibition [which carries a
penalty of lashes], but they do not involve karet [only undiluted hametz which is
fit to eat involves karet].

(2) Dough which is in the cracks of a kneading trough [and thus strengthen the
trough]. If there is as much as an olive in one place, it must be removed [and
destroyed]; but if not [if there is less than the bulk of an olive], it is nullified
because it is insignificant [however, where it is less than the bulk of an olive and
doesn't serve to strengthen the trough, thus there is nothing preventing the owner
from detaching it, and so in this case, it must also be removed]. And it is,
likewise, in the matter of impurity: If [a defiling entity came into contact with
the dough that was on a trough: If this happened on Pesah and the dough was
the size of an olive (regardless of whether or not he objects to it being there), or
even if less than the size of an olive but] he objects to it [being there], it [the
now defiled dough is considered an entity of its own and thus] interposes
[between the defiling entity and the trough]; but if he desires that it remain there
[i.e., that the dough remain on the trough then], it is considered as the trough
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itself [and thus the trough becomes
defiled
separating the trough from the defiling

since there is nothing
entity]. [Regarding] “deaf” dough [i.e.,
dough which has no telltale signs that

it leavened]: If there is [a dough]
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similar to it [in that the kneading of

both stopped at the same time] which has become hametz, it [too] is forbidden.
(3) How do we separate hallah [the portion of dough given to the priest] on the
Festival [of Pesah from dough which is] in [a state of] impurity? [In usual
circumstances, one would bake the hallah into matzah and give it to the priest to
eat; here, however, since the dough is defiled, it may not be eaten and thus, may
not be baked on the Festival. It may not be kept as dough until the evening since
it would become hametz, and destroying it by burning or giving it to a dog, is
not permissible on a Festival.] Rabbi Eliezer says: She must not designate it with
the name [of &allah] until it is baked [into matzah; afterwards, she takes a piece
of matzah and designates it as hallah and burns it after the Festival]. Rabbi
Yehudah, the son of Beteira says: Let it [the dough] be cast into cold water
[arresting the leavening process and then she gives it to the priest after the
Festival. He then removes it from the water burning it immediately thus
benefitting from the heat of the fire before it leavens]. Said Rabbi Yehoshua: This
is not the hametz regarding which we are warned, “It [leavened food] shall not
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be seen” (Exodus 13:7) and “It shall
not be found” (Exodus 12:19) [since
the verse states “J7 — in your
possession,” this excludes our case
since hallah, before actually being
given to the priest, does not belong to
any one individual; rather it belongs
collectively to all the priests], rather
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she separates it, leaving it until the

evening, and if it leavens, it leavens [and she does not transgress any prohibition].
(4) Rabban Gamliel says: Three women may knead at the same time and bake in
one oven [even though the oven has the capacity for only one dough at a time;
since the waiting time is not significant, they may bake], one after the other. But
the Sages say: Three women may [not begin kneading at the same time, since
this would necessitate one waiting for the other to finish baking, during which
time the dough can become hametz, but they may] be engaged with dough at the
same time, one kneading, another shaping and a third, baking [since they are
constantly active with the dough, it will not become /hametz]. Rabbi Akiva [also
argues on Rabban Gamliel and] says: Not all women and not all kinds of wood
and not all ovens are alike [thus one cannot make a blanket statement that three
women may knead at the same time and bake in one oven, since it would depend
if one of the women would bake slower than the other or the one oven heats up
faster, etc.]. This is the general principle: If it [the dough] rises, let her wet it
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with cold water.
(5) Sai'ur [dough which started the
leavening process, but was not yet
completely hametz] must be burnt, but
[since it is not fully hametz] he who
eats it is exempt [from lashes and
karet]. If the dough was cracking
[sidduk], it must be burnt, and he who
eats it is liable to karet. What is sai'ur?
[when the cracks on the surface are]
like locusts horns [i.e., the cracks have
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not interconnected with each other].

Sidduk is when the cracks have intermingled with each other: These are the words
of Rabbi Yehudah. But the Sages say: [Both are completed sametz and] one who
eats one or the other, is liable to karet. And what is sai'ur [upon which one is
not liable to karet]? When the surface becomes pale, like [the face of] a

[frightened] man whose hair is standing [on end].
(6) If the fourteenth [of Nissan] falls on Shabbat, everything [both consecrated
and non-consecrated hametz which cannot be eaten prior to the time of removal]
must be removed [i.e., destroyed on Friday] before Shabbat: these are the words
of Rabbi Meir. But the Sages say: [Since hametz may be fed to one's animals and
may be distributed to others, it may be removed] at its [usual] time [and the rest
is destroyed in ways which are permissible on Shabbat]; Rabbi Elazar bar Zadok
says: Terumah [which may not be distributed to the general populace must be
removed] before Shabbat, but Aullin, at its [usual] time [in contrast to consecrated
produce, it can readily be consumed by many so there is no fear that some remain
beyond the forbidden time].
(7 If one is going [on the fourteenth of Nissan] to slaughter his Pesah sacrifice,
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or to circumcise his son, or to dine at
a betrothal feast at the house of his
father-in-law, and reminds himself that
he has hametz at home and he is able
to go back, remove [it], and [then]
return to his mitzvah, then he must
return and remove [it]; but if not, he
nullifies it in his heart [and this
Biblical
concerning the removal of hametz]. [If

suffices  his obligation

he is on his way] to save [people being
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pursued] from heathens or from a river

or from bandits or from a fire or from a collapse [of a building, even if there is
enough time to return], he annuls it in his heart [and does not return]. But if to
appoint a resting station [to establish a physical presence which will allow him
a Shabbat boundary of two thousand cubits from that point] for a voluntary
[secular] purpose, he must return immediately [and may not rely on nullification].

(8 Similarly, if one left Jerusalem and realized that he had sacrificial flesh with
him [which becomes invalid upon leaving the boundaries of Jerusalem], and he
has passed Tzofim [he need not return to Jerusalem, rather], he burns it where
he is; but if not, he returns and burns it before the Temple [and may do so] with
the wood of the [Altar] pile. And for what [quantity of hametz or sacrificial flesh]
must they return? Rabbi Meir says: Regarding both, [the amount is the quantity
which is large enough to defile, i.e.,] as an egg [however, less than this amount
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of hametz is nullified, and less than  .n%22 7711 71 ,MX 3797 *27 .0%°202
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both, [the amount is the quantity

required to transgress the prohibition of eating hametz on Pesah or offering
invalid sacrificial flesh upon the Altar, i.e.,] as an olive; but the Sages say:
Sacrificial flesh, [is more stringent and the amount is] as much as an olive; while
hametz, [which is hullin, the amount] is as much as an egg [the halachah follows

the Sages].
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