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Mishnah Pesahim, chapter 1

(1) The evening of the fourteenth [of
Nissan], we search for hametz by the
light of a candle. Any place that
hametz is not brought into does not
require a search. If so, then why did
they [both the Schools of Shammai
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and Hillel] say [further in the

Mishnah], two rows of [barrels in] a wine cellar [must be searched,]? [Because]
they are [not] referring to [a professional wine cellar where hametz is never
brought into, rather, regarding] a place where hametz is brought into [such as a
home wine cellar where a servant, requiring more wine in the middle of a meal,
may enter with hametz]. The School of Shammai say: [The] two rows [that must
be checked are those] over the front of the whole cellar [i.e., the front vertical
wall of barrels facing the entrance and the entire top layer of barrels facing the
ceiling]; but the School of Hillel say: The two outer rows [only], which are the
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uppermost [i.e., only the top row of the
vertical wall facing the ceiling, the
entrance and the row beneath it].
(2) We do not fear lest a weasel drag
[hametz] from one room [before he
searched it] to another [room after he
searched it] or from one spot to
another. For if so, [in the case where
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he searched his courtyard before his ,Wnw mm .7yig ﬂrjz_{'? TAk =S Al
friend did, we must also fear that

maybe after he searched a weasel brought hametz] from courtyard to courtyard
[i.e., from his friend's courtyard into his own] and [we must also fear] from town
to town, [and] there would be no end to the matter. (3) Rabbi Yehudah says: We
search [for hametz] on the evening of the fourteenth, and [if he didn't, he may
search] in the morning of the fourteenth, and [if he didn't he may search] at the
time of removal [i.e., the sixth hour of the day when all hametz is destroyed.
After midday, however, he may not search, lest he find some hametz and come
to eat it, thereby transgressing a Biblical prohibition]. But the Sages say: If he
did not search in the evening of the fourteenth, he must search on the fourteenth;
if he did not search in [the morning of] the fourteenth, he must search at the
[73m] appointed time [the sixth hour when all hametz is destroyed]; if he did not
search at the appointed time, he must search after the appointed time [i.c., all
day, and we don't fear lest someone who is searching for hametz will come to
eat it. Others explain ¥ as meaning Festival and thus the Sages say: If he did
not search on the fourteenth, he must search during the 791 — Festival; if he
did not search during the Festival (since benefiting from such hametz in any way
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becomes prohibited), he must search
after the Festival and destroy it]. And
that which he leaves over [for the
morning meal after the search of the
evening of the fourteenth] he places in
hiding [i.e., in a secure place where no
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child or animal can reach it], so that [if
he finds some hametz missing,] he should not have to search again.

(4) Rabbi Meir says: One may eat [hametz] the whole of the [first] five [hours of
the morning] and must burn [it] at the beginning of the sixth. [Though Biblically,
the prohibition of hametz only begins after midday which is after the sixth hour,
the Rabbis moved the prohibition up one hour earlier so that if someone
miscalculated by one hour he would not be transgressing a Biblical prohibition].
Rabbi Yehudah says: [A one hour safety net is not enough, for on a cloudy day,
one may miscalculate by two hours; rather,] one may eat [only] the whole of the
[first] four [hours], keep it in suspense the whole of the fifth [i.e., one does not
eat it, and thus, he now has a safety net of two hours, but he does not have to
destroy it either, he may still derive benefit from it by giving it to his animal or
otherwise for another hour], and must burn it at the beginning of the sixth [the
halachah follows Rabbi Yehudah]. (5) Rabbi Yehudah further says: Two [unfit]
loaves of the thanksgiving-offering used to lie on the roof of the [Temple]
colonnade [The thanksgiving-offering brought by one who was delivered from a
misfortune contained four types of loaves brought in units of ten for a total of
forty loaves, ten of which were hametz. Four loaves were given to the priests;
while the rest were eaten by the owner and his guests (see Leviticus 7:12). Since
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the loaves may only be eaten the same
day of the sacrifice, it was not offered
on the fourteenth of Nissan due to the
prohibition of hametz from the fourth
hour, thus so many sacrifices were
brought on the thirteenth, that many of
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These unfit loaves were used as a

signal.]: As long as they [the two loaves] lay [there] all the people would eat
[hametz]; when one was removed [which was at the beginning of the fifth hour],
they would keep it in suspense, neither eating nor burning [it]; when both were
removed, all the people commenced burning [their hametz]. Rabban Gamliel
says: Hullin may be eaten the whole of the four [hours], while terumah, the whole
of the five [hours, the Sages gave an extra hour for the priests to eat terumah so
that it should not be wasted]; nevertheless, we burn [them] at the beginning of
the sixth [hour which is one hour prior to the Biblical prohibition, lest people
miscalculate the time by one hour. The halachah does not follow Rabban

Gamliel].

6) [This Mishnah is brought here so that we may infer from it the ruling of
Mishnah 7.] Rabbi Hanina, the segan of the priests [deputy High Priest], says:
Throughout all their days, the priests never refrained from burning flesh which
had been defiled by an “offspring” of defilement [secondary defilement] with
flesh which had been defiled by an av hatumah [primary defilement], although
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[when they would touch each other]
they [thereby] increased its impurity
with [a higher degree of] impurity.
Rabbi  Akiva added
Throughout all their days, the priests

and said:

never refrained from lighting oil [of
terumah] which had been rendered
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unfit by a tevul yom [i.e., the least

degree of defilement] in a [metal] lamp defiled by one who had been defiled by
a corpse [the highest degree of defilement; a metal vessel is unique in that it
acquires the same level of defilement as that of the object or person that defiled
it], although they [thereby] increased its impurity with a [higher degree of]

impurity.

(7) Said Rabbi Meir: From their words [that we burned flesh which was defiled
to the third degree with flesh of the first degree, we see that, since the flesh was
going to be burned, we are not concerned by the increase in the degree of
defilement, thus] we learn that we may burn pure terumah [which is hametz]
together with impure terumah on Pesah [though, in the process, we are defiling
the pure ferumah]. Rabbi Yose said to him: This is not a proper analogy [for in
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to the view of Rabbi Meir, this is a

proper analogy and the reason is as follows: The aforementioned case where the
flesh became defiled to the third degree is talking about a vessel becoming
defiled by a dead crawling creature, which in turn, defiled liquids, which, in turn,
defiled the flesh. Rabbi Meir holds that liquids defile by Rabbinic decree only,
hence Biblically speaking, the flesh was not defiled at all, yet they did not refrain
from burning it together. On the other hand, Rabbi Yose holds, that liquids do
defile Biblically and thus, the flesh was indeed defiled. Furthermore, continues
Rabbi Yose,] and [even] Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi Yehoshua [who argue further
in the Mishnah] admit that this one [the pure terumah] and this one [the defiled
terumah, which are hametz] are burnt separately [at the sixth hour of the
fourteenth of Nissan]; where do they disagree? Regarding suspended [terumah,
i.e., terumah which is possibly defiled] and defiled [terumah being burned
together]. Rabbi Eliezer says: Each must be burnt separately, while Rabbi

Yehoshua says: Both [may be burned] together.
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