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Mishnah Pe'ah, chapter 8

(1) At what point in time are all men
permitted to take the [leftover| leket?
After the [elderly who are usually the]
last troop of the poor [to finish
collecting as they approach slowly
walking with canes] had gone [after
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this time the poor have given up any
hope of finding anything left. Thus, if
indeed, there is anything remaining, it is considered ownerless]. And in the case
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of peret [individual fallen grapes] (see 7:3 above) and olelot [small clusters] (see
7:4 above) [when are they permitted to all]? After the poor had gone into the
vineyard [collected] and returned again [and collected once more]. And in the
case of the olive trees? After the [period of the] descent of the second rainfall
[the twenty-third of Heshvan]. Rabbi Yehudah said; But are there not some who
do not harvest their olives before the second rainfall? No; [certainly that is not
sufficient time; rather, the time limit for olives is] after the poor man goes out
and cannot bring back with him [more than the value of] four issar [which is an
amount that would buy four meals, two for himself, and two for his wife;
anything less than this amount does not justify his effort and he would, therefore,
not go out to collect].
) [An am ha'aretz, i.e., one who is careless in the observance of the laws of
purity and the Levitical gifts of ma'aserot and therefore, there is doubt regarding
his produce whether the laws of ma'aserot have been followed, such produce are
referred to as demai.] They [poor amei ha'aretz when they sell, however,] are to
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be believed concerning [the produce,
that they are in fact] leket, shikhah and
pe'ah [and are thus exempted from
their
season, and concerning ma'aser oni

ma'aserot]  during [harvest]
[given in the third and sixth year to the
poor], during its entire year. A Levite
trusted

[regarding tithes, i.e., that the terumot

[am ha'aretz] 1is always
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ma'aser which the Levite gives to the

priest has been separated, the same way that Israelite amei ha'aretz are not
suspected regarding ferumah gedolah where the penalty of eating from it, is death
by the hand of Heaven]. They are not trusted [in other cases, rather], only
regarding those things which men are accustomed [to give them, as is explained

in the following Mishnah].

(3) They [the poor] are believed [when they say that they have received it as
ma'aser oni] regarding wheat, but not regarding fine flour or bread [people don't
usually give fine flour and bread. However, if he says that he baked it from wheat
he received, he is believed]; they are believed regarding rice still in its stalk, but
not when it is raw [after having been peeled] or cooked. They are believed
regarding beans but not when these are pounded, whether raw or cooked. They
are to be believed when they declare that their oil is from the ma'aser oni, but
they are not believed when they claim that it is from nikuf olives [the few olives
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that remain after harvesting the olives,
at the top of the tree, that are brought
down by the poor people, by knocking
(nokef) the branches].
4 They are believed regarding raw
vegetables [to say they received them
as ma'aser oni, since vegetables are
subject to ma'aser oni Rabbinically],
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but not regarding those that are

cooked, unless he had only a small quantity; for it was [sometimes] the custom
of the householder [when he had cooked the stew before giving ma'aser oni] to
take out of his stew-pot [and give the ma'aser oni to the poor, after it was

cooked].

(5) [When one distributes ma'aser oni] one may not give to the poor from the
threshing-floor, less than [would be satisfying, since the verse states regarding
ma'aser oni “so that they can eat to satiety” (Deuteronomy 26:12) meaning] a
half kav of wheat or a kav of barley [a kav = 1/6 of a se’ah which is four log or
24 eggs]. Rabbi Meir says; half a kav [of barley]. [One must give] a kav and a
half of spelt, a kav of dried figs or a maneh [= 25 sela or 100 dinar] of pressed
figs; Rabbi Akiva says; half [a maneh]. [One must give] half a log [one log =
1/4 kav which is the equivalent of six eggs, thus half a log would be the
equivalent of three eggs] of wine; but Rabbi Akiva says; a quarter [log]. [One
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must give] a quarter [log] of oil; but
Rabbi Akiva says; An eighth [of a
log]. As for other kinds of produce,
Abba Shaul says; [the amount given
must be such] as to enable the poor
man to sell them and buy with it food
that is sufficient for two meals [all the
aforementioned measures are only
when they are distributed in the field.
However, in the city where the poor
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would approach many people, any
amount is sufficient (Tiferet Yisrael)].
(6) This measure [regarding the distribution of ma'aser oni] applies to priests,
Levites and Israelites alike. Should he desire to save some [to distribute to his
poor relatives], he takes half [and saves it for his relatives] and he gives the other
half away. If [after he has put away half for his relatives] he has only a very small
quantity [i.e., he doesn't have enough to give the stipulated amount for each poor
person], he places it [whatever he has left over] before them and they divide it
amongst themselves.

(7) They [those in charge of the community charity funds] must not give the
wandering poor man less than a loaf [of bread] that is purchased for a pundion,
when the price of wheat measuring four se'ah is a sela [which is a baked loaf
equal to six eggs]. If he spends the night, they must outfit him for the night [i.e.,
a bed, pillows and cushions]. If he stays over for Shabbat, he is given food for
[the required] three meals. One who has the means for two meals, must not accept
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anything from the tamhuy [i.e., the
daily distribution from the community
charity dish]; and if he has for fourteen
meals, he may not accept any support
from the kuppah [distributed from the
communal fund every Friday for the
entire week, i.e., the equivalent of
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The
communal fund, is collected by two

fourteen  meals]. kuppah — Swmwn 023 nX1 2 Ny on?
[people] and is distributed by three people.
8) One who possesses two hundred zuz [sufficient funds for food and clothing
for one year], may not take leket, shikhah, pe'ah or the poor man's tithe [ma'aser
oni]. If he possesses two hundred minus one dinar [i.e., 199 zuz], then even if a
thousand [men] each give him [one zuz at the same time], he may accept [and
certainly, if one man gives him a thousand zuz (Tiferet Yisrael)]. If his property
is mortgaged to creditors, or to the kefubah [the marriage contract] of his wife
[even if he does not contemplate divorce], he may accept [ma'aser oni]. He
cannot be compelled to sell his house or [even] his [fine] utensils [used for the
Shabbat and Festivals, in order to partake of leket, shikhah, and pe'ah; however,
were he to apply for support from the kuppah charity funds he is blocked from
taking even leket, shikhah, and pe'ah, until he sells his fine utensils and purchases

inferior ones].
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) If a man possesses fifty zuz and he
does business with it, he must not take
[the poor gifts, since 50 profit bearing
zuz, is equivalent to 200 non-profit
bearing zuz]. And whoever does not
need to take [charity] but still takes,
will not depart from this world before
of his
fellowmen; but he who needs to take

being actually in need
and does not take, will not die before
he will have come, in old age, to
support others from his own [funds].
Concerning him the verse says;
“Blessed be the man who trusts in the

Lord and whose hope is the Lord
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(Jeremiah 17:7).” The same [verse] SN onpB

may be applied to a judge who judges

with truth and integrity. And if a man is not crippled, blind, or lame, and he
feigns to be one of these, he will not die in his old age before he actually becomes
one of these; as it is written [in regard to one who feigns]; “He who searches for
evil, it shall come to him” (Proverbs 11:27). [And in regard to the judge who
judges in truth;] “Justice, justice will you pursue” (Deuteronomy 16:20). And any
judge who accepts a bribe or who perverts justice will not die in old age before
his eyes have become dim, as it is written; “And you must not take a bribe, for

bribery blinds the clearsighted” (Exodus 23:8).
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