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Mishnah Pe'ah, chapter 7

(1) Any olive tree that has a
distinguishing name in the field [given
to it due to its outstanding produce],
like the netofah olive tree in its season,
[referred to as such because it was
noteif — dripped oil on its own,

during a previous olive season] and
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that has been forgotten, is not deemed
shikhah. [This being deduced from the
verse “When you reap your harvest in your field and forget a sheaf in the field,”
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(Deuteronomy 24:19) meaning, just as a sheaf is something which, once
forgotten, will not be remembered again unless you turn back and see it, so, too,
all shikhah must be similar, excluding one that you will eventually remember
without returning and seeing it]. When does this stipulation apply? [Only to a
tree that is distinguished] by its name, or its produce, or its location. “By its
name”— if it were [for instance] a shifkoni [from the word 8 to pour, i.e., the
tree gushes oil] or beshani tree [from the word 7212 to shame, i.e., it shames all
other trees]. By “Its produce”— if it yields large quantities [of olives]. By “Its
location”— if it stands at the side of the winepress or near a breach in a wall.
As for all other olive trees — two [trees, if forgotten,] are deemed shikhah
[agreeing with the view of the School of Hillel in the previous chapter (Mishnah
5)], but three are not deemed shikhah. Rabbi Yose is of the opinion [that during
the time of Hadrian who destroyed the Land so that olive trees became very
scarce] that the law of shikhah does not apply to olive trees [but when olive trees
are common and so, too, when one's complete field contains only nefofah trees,
the laws of shikhah do apply].
2) If an olive tree was found standing in the middle row of three rows of olive
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trees, each row [of trees] separated by
a rectangular patch of produce [i.e., a
row of trees, then a patch, then a row
of trees, then another patch and then
one more row of trees, unpicked] and
forgotten, it is not deemed shikhah
[since the middle row is hidden from
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view by the other trees]. If an olive 7 .77°827 NYW3 W7 LY WX 2
tree containing two se'ah has been left,

it is not deemed shikhah. When does this apply [i.e., the law of the previous
Mishnah, that a tree that has a distinguishing name is exempt from shikhah]?
Only when he [the owner] had not yet begun [to pick the tree]; but if he had
begun, even if it were like the netofah olive tree in its season and he had then
forgotten it, it is deemed shikhah. As long as the owner has [olives] lying under
the tree, he can claim possession of those still on top of the tree [and they are
not shikhah]. Rabbi Meir says; [The law of shikhah applies only] after those
[specialized workers] who search [for the last remaining olives] have departed

[the halachah does not follow Rabbi Meir].

(3) What is meant by peret [regarding which the Torah states “Nor must you
collect the fallen individual grapes (u-peret) of your vineyard” (Leviticus 19:10)
and thus necessitating them being left for the poor]? That which falls down

[naturally] during the vintage. If, while he was cutting [the grapes], he cut off an
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entire cluster by its stalk and he
became entwined in the leaves and it
[the stalk] then fell from his hand to
the ground, resulting in the separation
[of individual grapes from the stalk,
this is not considered peret and] they
still belong to the owner. One who
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places a basket under the vine [to ,12272@ nPPiy .0”1y7 oD OX %20
collect all the individual grapes that

fall] while he is cutting [the grapes], is robbing the poor [there is no condition
that peret must reach the floor, thus as a single grape falls, it already belongs to
the poor]; Concerning such a person it has been said; “Do not remove the
landmark of those that come up” (Proverbs 22:28) [interpreted as meaning, do
not remove the leket, shikhah and pe'ah of those coming up in the world — a

euphemism for the poor, who have come down in the world].

4y What is meant by olelet [regarding which the Torah states “You must not
(se-olel) pick the small clusters from your vineyard” (ibid.) thus necessitating
them being left for the poor]? Any cluster [that remains on the stem] which has
neither a shoulder [i.e., the grapes don't lean on other grapes as does a fully
ripened grape cluster] nor drippings [hanging down from them, i.e., the bottom
grapes don't hang down from the trunk as drippings; such clusters are considered
olel]. If it has a shoulder or its grapes hang down, it belongs to the owner; if
there is some doubt, it belongs to the poor. If there is ole/ on the joint of a vine
[where it is doubtful whether these few grapes are part of a stalk in which the rest
of the grapes have shoulders, thus belonging to the owner, or perhaps, this ole/
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is growing straight out of the main
stem, thus belonging to the poor]: If it
can be nipped off with the cluster [i.e.,
if, when one detaches the cluster, it is
detached along with it], it belongs to
the owner; but if not, it belongs to the
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Rabbi Yehudah declares; A
stalk [of grapes,
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single growing

directly out of the main spine], is deemed as a whole cluster [the verse states;
“And gleanings (olelot) shall be left of him as the shaking of an olive tree two
or three berries on top,” (Isaiah 17:6) hence, two and three are called olelot,
however, more than three, is automatically a cluster], but the Sages say [since
they have no shoulder or drippings they are considered to be] olelot [and belong

to the poor].
(5) He who is engaged in thinning out vines [thereby allowing them to grow larger
grapes in a less crowded environment] may thin out the vines that belong to the
poor [i.e., those of olelot or pe'ah], just as he thins out what belongs to himself;
these are the words of Rabbi Yehudah [he maintains that the poor have a status
of partners and just as a person may thin out the vines of his partner, so, too,
may he thin out for the poor]. But Rabbi Meir says; He may do so with his own,
but not with that which is the property of the poor [Rabbi Meir maintains that
the poor have the status of a purchaser and just as when someone sells ten vines
to another it would be prohibited for him to touch them, so, too, here].
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it must be blocked to you (from use) for three years, not to be eaten. And in the
fourth year, all its fruit will be holy” (Leviticus 19:23-24) and therefore, have the
same laws as do second tithes and are thus taken to Jerusalem to be eaten, or
are redeemed with money, and the money in turn is spent on food and drink in
Jerusalem]: The School of Shammai say; [Unlike the laws of redemption of
ma'aser sheni, regarding which it is stated “And if a man comes to redeem some
of his second tithe, he must add its fifth above it,” (Leviticus 27:31) here,] the
laws of the added fifth and removal [i.e., the law of removal from one's house of
all terumot and ma'aserot in the fourth and seventh years (see Deuteronomy
14:28)] do not apply; but the School of Hillel say; [The word “holy” is written
regarding fourth year fruit (Leviticus 19:24) and the word “holy” is written
regarding second tithes (Leviticus 27:30) to teach us that they are identical in
their sanctity and hence, their laws and therefore, the laws of the fifth and
removal] do apply. Furthermore, the School of Shammai say; The laws of peret
and olelot [see Mishnah 3 and 4 above] apply to them [since the fruit is
considered belonging to the owner], and the poor [after taking these gifts,]
redeem the grapes for themselves; but the School of Hillel maintain that all of it
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[including the peret and olelof] must
go to the winepress [and the wine or
its redemption money be brought to
Jerusalem. The School of Hillel
maintain that fruit of the fourth year,
like second tithes, are property that
belongs to the Lord, Who, in turn,
grants them to be eaten in Jerusalem
and therefore, is not subject to peret
and olelot].
(7 If a vineyard consists entirely of
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olelot — Rabbi Eliezer says it belongs

to the owner; Rabbi Akiva says, to the poor. Rabbi Eliezer said; [It is written,]
“When you harvest your grapes do not take off the small clusters,” (Deuteronomy
24:21) if there is no [minimum] harvest [of three clusters from which a revi'it of
wine can be produced], from what will there be olelo¢? Said Rabbi Akiva to him:
[it is written,] “And you must not pick the small clusters from your vineyard”
(Leviticus 19:10) — i.e., even if it consists entirely of small clusters. If that is
so, then [according to your view, Rabbi Akiva,] why then is it said; “When you
[To teach that] the
poor have no right to claim the small clusters prior to the [owner's] harvest.

harvest your grapes do not take off the small clusters?” —

@®) If one dedicates his vineyard [to the Sanctuary] before the olelot were
recognizable, the olelot do not belong to the poor [rather, they belong to the
Sanctuary]; but [if the dedication took place] after the olelot were recognizable,
then they belong to the poor [since one cannot dedicate that which does not
belong to him]. Rabbi Yose says; Let [the poor] give the value of their improved
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growth [i.e., the value of the growth of 1’ 92 .02 ANW X°7 APX .WIpi?
the grapes, from the time the field was  ,nPPP31121 ,A%07) 70 nx vwph i
dedicated until they became ripe] to Spbtapy Bpiekigisfal

the Temple. Which is considered

shikhah in the case of an arbor [sitting high over a trellis]? When one [passes it
and remembers, and at that point of memory he] is no longer able to stretch forth
his hand to take it. And in the case of runners [i.e., vines at foot level]? After

[the gatherers] had passed it by.
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