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Mishnah Pe'ah, chapter 4

(1) Pe'ah is given from [the crop while
it is] still attached to the soil [the verse
states “You must leave them for the
poor and the convert,” (Leviticus
19:10) indicating that they pick it
themselves], the case of
the

date-palm, the owner brings down [the

but in

suspended vine-branches and

fruit] and distributes it among the poor
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[“Leave them” i.e., only those which

are not dangerous to pick]. Rabbi Shimon says; the same applies to smooth nut
trees. Even if ninety-nine [of the poor] urge distribution [by the owner] and only
one is [in favor] of individual snatching, the latter one is heeded, since he spoke

according to halachah.
(2) However, regarding suspended vine-branches and palm trees it is not so; for
even if ninety-nine urge individual snatching and one poor man presses for
distribution [by the owner], the latter one is heeded, since he spoke according to
the halachah.

(3) If [a poor man] took some of the pe'ah [which he already collected] and threw
it over the remainder [of the peah, which was not yet collected, hoping thereby
to show ownership on all of it], he thereby forfeits the whole [even that which
he collected and threw; the Sages penalized him in order to discourage such
practice]. If he fell down upon it, or spread his cloak over it, it is taken away
from him [although usually one's four cubits acquire possession for him, that is
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not the case in someone's private field
and also when he falls upon it, he
shows that he had no intention of
taking possession through his four
cubits]. The same applies to leket [the
individual stalks that fell from the
harvest], and shikhah [the forgotten
sheaf].
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@) [The poor] may not reap pe'ah with  JniX 221 XD D°Inin %207 5% Popon

scythes or tear it up with spades, lest 92 X1 WTY DX PV 723 ) 0K
they strike at one another [with these
implements].
(5) Three times daily, an appearance was made [by the owner thus signaling to
the poor that they may pick]. Morning [so that entitled, nursing mothers whose
babies were still sleeping might come to pick], noon [thus enabling children who
are free at noon to pick], and sunset [thus enabling the elders to pick, who arrive
at the field at a much slower pace]. Rabban Gamliel says, These [times] were set
[as a minimum,] that one may not allocate less [than these three times]. Rabbi
Akiva [however] states; These [times] were set [as a maximum] that one may not
add [more than three times; the halachah is that one sets three times only, not
adding nor subtracting]. [The men] of Bet Namer used to reap [their crops] with
the aid of a [measuring] rope, leaving pe'ah at the end [of the rope for] each
furrow [thus the poor did not have to wait until they finished harvesting the entire
field].
6) If a gentile reaped his ficld and afterwards converted, he is exempt from
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[leaving] leket, shikhah, and pe'ah T2 AU2WT 1M LRI TR MWB AN
[regarding leket and pe'ah the verse PRV ,02W2 2700 AT 271 .XBI
states; “When you reap the harvest of 7P Wi T My Nywa XPX A02Wa
your land” thus excluding non-Jews .20,y 7793 MY 200 ,a0R 079
(Leviticus 19:9) and regarding shikhah 7D DWW 702 ,PIY 7791 0P
it also states; “When you reap N2 W TR 12 XXV M AMLD A0
(Deuteronomy 24:19)]. Rabbi X791 ,nivpymd niiyy w2 Xpw Ty
Yehudah obligates him to leave the

forgotten sheaf, since that becomes due at the time of the sheaf-binding [when
he already had become Jewish. However, the Sages maintain that since there are
two types of shikhah, one concerning sheaves already harvested, the other
concerning standing grain which he had already passed, having forgotten to reap
them (see Rashi, Deuteronomy 24:19) thus only one who is subject to the shikhah

of sheaves already harvested, is subject to the other].
(7 If a man dedicated standing grain [to the Temple], and also redeemed them
while they were still standing grain, he is liable [to give the poor man's gifts —
leket, shikha and pe'ah]. [If he dedicated] sheaves and redeemed them while they
were still sheaves, he is also liable [to render the gifts]. [If however, he
dedicated] standing grain and redeemed it [when it was already in] sheaves, he
is exempt, because at the time when it became liable [as sheaves] it was exempt
[since it belonged to the Temple and is thus excluded, as is a non-Jew, from the
verse; “When you reap,” regarding shikhah, Rabbi Yehudah obligates as in the
Mishnah above].

(8) Similarly, if one dedicated his harvested products prior to the stage when they
were liable to tithes [i.e., produce: before they were stacked and smoothed into
final piles; fruits; before the tithe season], and redeemed them afterwards [also
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before the final stage], they are liable
[because at the time they became
liable, they were his]. If [he dedicated
them] when they had already become
subject to tithes and redeemed them,
they are also liable [because at the
time of dedication, they were already
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liable]. If he dedicated them before

they had ripened, and they became ripe while in the possession of the [Temple]
treasurer, and he afterwards redeemed them, they are exempt, because at the time
when they would have been liable, they were [not in his possession, rather, they

were in the Temple's possession and as such are] exempt.

) If one [who is not entitled to pe'ah] collected pe'ah and said: This is for
such-and-such [who is] a poor man — Rabbi Eliezer says; He acquires it for him.
The Sages say: He must give it to the first poor man he comes across. [In a case
where he himself was entitled to pe'ah and he nevertheless, collected it for his
friend, all agree that his friend acquires it, migo — since he could acquire it for
himself, he may also do so for his friend. The argument between Rabbi Eliezer
and the Sages is in a case where he himself may not collect pe'ah. Rabbi Eliezer
maintains that migo — since, had he wanted to, he could declare all his
possessions ownerless and then would be entitled to collect pe'ah and migo —
since if he were entitled, he may collect for his friend, therefore, he may do so
now. The Sages, however, maintain, we may say migo — since only once and not
twice, therefore, only one who may presently collect for himself, may acquire it
for his friend]. Leket [gleanings], shikhah [the forgotten sheaf] and pe'ah of
non-Jews are subject to tithes [(according to Rabbi Meir who maintains that a
non-Jew's acquisition of land in Israel does not cancel the obligation of tithes)
although, usually the laws of tithes do not apply to leket, shikha and pe'ah.
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However, these gifts of the non-Jew
are not considered legal leket, shikha
and pe'ah and therefore, when they
come into the possession of a Jew,
they are liable to tithes], unless he [the
gentile] had declared them completely

7 27D NIND 61

DR PR ? S1PDIT 12 OX KPX NiNwyna
won 70 Xon T3P RPN NYYa Wi
W PN? TR PR3 PP N2 L Ishp Ko
Vol o B i i 1 O iy o B
P27 237,230 XY T MK .071Y?
SR OXYRYY 227,530 WK T UKD

ownerless [and ownerless property is
not liable to tithes].

(10) What constitutes /eket [i.e., gleanings, and must be left for the poor]? That
which falls down during the reaping. If while he was reaping, he grasped a
handful or plucked a fistful, and then a thorn pricked him so that what he held
in his hand fell to the ground, it still belongs to the owner [the verse states; “Nor
must you collect the (leket) fallen individual stalks of your harvest,” (Leviticus
19:9) only those fallen as a result of harvesting, and not those which fall as a
result of an accident, such as, a thorn]. [That which drops from] inside the hand
[this is the normal manner of harvesting, i.e., he detached the stalk, it was in his
hand and then it fell,] or inside the [swinging arc motion of the] sickle [this also
was detached in a manner of harvesting, therefore, it belongs] to the poor, but
[that which falls] behind the hand [as a result of his hand's movement] or outside
the sickle [belongs] to the owner [since these are from the force of the movement
and are not considered a result of normal harvesting]. [Anything falling out of]
the top of the hand [i.e., his fist is full to capacity and there are a few stalks that
are held with the tips of his fingers that are not really inside his hand] or the top
of the sickle [i.e., the pointed tip of the sickle], Rabbi Yishmael says; Belongs
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to the poor; but Rabbi Akiva says; It
belongs to the owner [maintaining that
the top of the hand or the tip of the
sickle are considered as the back of the
hand and as the outside of the sickle].
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(11) [Grain found in] ant holes while

the grain is still standing [i.e., in an area where the grain was not yet harvested
and thus they are not from leket], belongs to the owner [the poor have no claim
on standing stalks of grain]; after the reapers [had passed over them, it is likely
that the ants gathered from leket and therefore,] those [found lying] uppermost
[in the ant holes, which are fresh and whitish belong] to the poor, but [those
found] beneath [in the ant holes and are yellowish and turning brown belong] to
the owner [since they were gathered by the ants, before the reaping]. Rabbi Meir
says; Everything belongs to the poor since [even fresh grain has some kernels
that have rotted, therefore the brown colored grain in the ant hole is also in doubt
and]; leket [gleanings] about which there is any doubt is regarded as leket
[gleanings. This is deduced from the verses: “You must leave them for
the poor and the convert,” (Leviticus, 19:10 and 23:22) the verse could have said:
“It is for the poor and the convert” this is to indicate; Leave for them even that

which might be yours (see Yerushalmi 24b)].
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