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Mishnah Peah, chapter 3

1) In the case of beds of produce
growing between olive trees the
School of Shammai say [since these
are individual beds, therefore], One
must give peah from each bed, but the

School of Hillel maintain, that only
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one peah is given for the whole, [since

it really is one large field and only broken up by olive trees]. The School of
Shammai agree, however, that if the ends of the beds border one another, one
peah is given for the whole [the disagreement between the School of Shammai
and that of Hillel, is only in a case where there are ten trees in a bet se’ah — an
area of 50 cubits squared. If the proportion is less than this even the School of
Hillel admit that the beds are individual fields, which require individual peah
(since the trees are sparse, one realizes that he planted the beds as individual
fields and not that they are really one large field separated by trees). If the
proportion is more than this, the School of Shammai admit that one peah would
suffice, since it is obvious that this is actually one large field, separated by trees].
(2) If one gives a speckled appearance to his field and leaves behind some moist
stalks [i.e., he harvests certain patches of field where the produce ripened and
leaves other patches where the produce is still growing, resulting in a field of
speckled appearance], Rabbi Akiva says, He gives peah from each patch but the
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Sages say [He gives peah from] one
patch for all. The Sages, however,
agree with Rabbi Akiva that one who
sows dill or mustard seed in three
places must give peah from each place
[since these are almost never planted

therefore,
fields,

together,  they  are,

considered individual each
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requiring its own peah].
(3) One who plucks fresh onions for the market and leaves the dry ones [in the
ground] for later storage must give peah from each separately [these are
considered as two different species of onion]. The same applies to beans [i.e., if
one picked fresh beans for the market and leaves the dry ones for later storage]
and to a vineyard [i.e., regarding grapes]. If he, however, only thins them out
[e.g., he plucked the middle row of onions so that the rows of onions on either
side, should have room to grow] then he gives [peakh] from the remainder,
according to the quantity of that which he left [since the onions he plucked were
not uprooted in order to be harvested, rather, only to benefit those onions
remaining, he therefore, is free from giving peah from those he uprooted]. But
if he plucks up for one purpose [either for the market or for storage] he gives
from the remainder for the whole [i.e., that which he plucked is considered
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harvesting and, therefore, he must give
peah at the conclusion of the harvest
for that which he had previously
plucked].
4 [Large] onions left in the ground
and used as seed, are liable to peah but
Rabbi Yose exempts them [since they
are eaten only in times of great need,
they are not considered food]. In the
case of onions [growing] between
vegetables: Rabbi Yose [considers this

3 P79 7IND 53

MXB2 Ni2on ov%¥2 SY nimexn T :5an
TV o°9¥a7 niatn i CoP 3T
i R - i
PAXT 7997 5y IRn 0TI oRom
JBRRYI) 1T NKD "I P PPy
47X DY MPPY DY ATK XD TINT
Smi77 A 93993 7 ARY LnmX XB Pani
Jngyo axD i3 an ,iny? axe i
AXE NI TR 7N 12K ChPp ind
SIIPR T 027 MR IR TR P90
TY o8 PIX TN 2¥2 Y N5Y a1

as different seed and, therefore,] says

peah must be given from each [plot as is stated in Mishnah 2:1)] but the Sages
say [onions and vegetables are not considered as different seed and, therefore,

[he gives peah] from one [plot] for all.

(5) [Two] brothers who have divided [an inheritance of land] must give peah
twice [i.e., each individually]. If they afterwards become partners again, they give
only one peah. Two who purchase a tree give one peah. If one buys the northern
section and the other its southern part, each must give peah separately. If one
sells tree stems [i.e., he sold the trees for the buyer to remove them and replant
them elsewhere and they had fruit] in his field he [the buyer] must give peah
from each stalk [since he did not sell him the land, it therefore, cannot unify all
the trees into one field]. Rabbi Yehuda says This is only when the owner of the
field left nothing [for himself, i.e., he didn't pick any trees of their fruit] but if
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he did leave for himself [once he

picked some of the trees before he sold

the others, the entire field becomes

obligated in peah and, therefore,] the

owner of the field gives one peah for
the whole.

(6) Rabbi Eliezer states A piece of land
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the size of [which one can sow] one

fourth of a kav [of seed, i.e., ten and one half by ten and a fraction cubits] is
subject to peah. Rabbi Yehoshua says It must [be large enough] to produce two
se'ah [which is twelve kav, since a field is determined by its yield and not by its
sowing capacity]. Rabbi Tarfon maintains that it must be six handbreadths by six
[which is the size of a vegetable bed (see Kilayim 3:1)]. Rabbi Yehudah ben
Beteira says: [Even if only large enough] for the sickle to cut two handfuls [the
method of harvest used to be, that the harvester would grasp a handful of stalks
and swing the sickle underneath; if there was enough produce that required two
swings this, too, was enough for peah]. The halachah follows his words. Rabbi
Akiva says Even the smallest plot is liable to peah and firstfruits and [is
sufficient] for the writing of the prozbul [when Hillel saw that people were
refraining from lending before Shemittah, he created the prozbul, whereby one
hands over the debts owed to him to the Court on the basis of land owned
by the borrower, (since he has immovable property, the loan is considered
collected by the Court through the property and thereby, his loan is not
cancelled by Shemittah). It should be noted that Bartenurah (Shevi'it 10:3)
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follows the view in the Talmud (see
Gittin 36a) that the prozbul was only
effective during times when the laws
of Shemittah were Rabbinic in nature]
and also [only the smallest plot is
necessary in order], to acquire, in
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conjunction with it, movable property
by money by deed or by hazakah (see Kiddushin 1:5).

(7 If a man who was deathly ill assigned his property in writing [to others] and
left for himself any property, however small, he renders his gift valid [even if he
recovered from his illness, since he cannot say, I only gave my property away
because I thought I would die, since had that been the case, he would have given
everything away] but, if he retains no property whatever, his gift is not valid [if
he does not die, since he could say, I only gave my property away because |
thought I would die (see Bava Batra 4:6)]. One [who was deathly ill] who gave,
in writing, his property to his children and he gave to his wife, in writing, any
plot of land however small, [and she remained silent, not protesting, that, in
addition, she also wants her right to collect her kefubah from the other properties]
she thereby forfeits her ketubah [i.e., a ketubah is collectable from the property
of the estate, here, she is considered to have foregone her lien on the properties
assigned to the heirs, through her silence]. Rabbi Yose says: If she accepted [such
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heard
aboutit] even though he did not assign

an assignment, when she

it to her, in writing, she forfeits her

[lien on the properties in regard to the
collection of her] ketubah.

® If a man gives, in writing, [all] his

3 P79 7IND 56

MIAX A7 20D XYY B Y AN 1Y
13 XY ,72y7 1O ania1 M ANIND
12 XYY XY LXMW 2D YRR YW .in
12 X7 oYYy i jiynw b3 gmin
TOKR? 13IN3 *023 92 77 MKW TY 17N
{739 XI2W KD PN 13y 3p

possessions to his slave he thereby

[includes his slave who is also a possession and he, therefore,] becomes a free
man. If he [gives in writing, all his possessions to his slave] but, reserved for
himself any immovable property however small, he does not become a free man
[since he excluded one property, he thereby contradicts his written statement that
all his possessions are given to the slave; we, therefore, say that his statement is
null and void]. Rabbi Shimon says, He becomes a free man under all conditions
[we divide the statement in half and it, therefore, is a valid statement] unless [the
master] says, Behold all my goods are given to you, so and so, my slave, with
the exception of one ten-thousandth of them [since he did not specify which
property he excluded from the gift, we say he may have excluded the slave

himself, in which case he does not go free].
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