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Mishnah Peah, Chapter 1

(1) The following are the things for

which no definite quantity is
prescribed [and by Torah law the
minutest amount fulfills his
obligation]: the peah — corners [of

the fields i.e., “You must not fully reap
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to the corner of your field ... you must

leave them for the poor and the convert” (Leviticus 19:9-10) and] firstfruits [i.e.,
“And it will be, when you come to the land ...
of all fruit of the ground ... and you must put them in a basket and go to the place
which the Lord your God will choose,” (Deuteronomy 26:1-2)] and [the length
of time and the offerings brought upon] appearing [at the Temple before the Lord

that you must take from the first

at the three pilgrim Festivals], the practice of [physical] acts of kindness [e.g.,
visiting the sick or burying the dead, financial acts of kindness do have a
prescribed amount, namely, until a fifth of one's profits] and the study of Torah
[all of these have no Biblical prescribed amounts]. The following are the things
for which a man enjoys the fruits in this world, while the principal [reward is not
diminished and] remains for him in the World To Come: honoring one's father
and mother, practicing charity and making peace between man and his neighbor,
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but the study of Torah is equal to all
of them.

(2) [By Rabbinic decree] one should

not leave peah at the corners of one's

field, less than one sixtieth [of the

entire crop], even though [Biblically]

no definite amount is given for peah.
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Yet everything depends upon the size

of the field and the number of the poor and the extent of the crop [i.e., if he has
a very large field, or if there are many poor, or if he has a very blessed crop, he
adds to the area which he does not harvest so that it is more than one sixtieth].
(3) Peah may be given either at the beginning of the field or at the middle [i.e.,
peah need not be specifically the left overs at the end of the field]. Rabbi Shimon
says [the leftovers at the beginning and the middle of the field, are considered
peah] provided he [also] gives at the end [of the field] according to the amount
fixed [i.e., in order to fulfill his obligation, he must also leave at the end of the
field, making sure that all the leftover areas together equal at least one sixtieth].
Rabbi Yehudah says, Should he even leave [for the conclusion of the reaping]
one stalk [at the end of the field], he can rely on this as [fulfilling the law of]
peah and if he did not do so, [then] they [i.e., even those stalks left at the
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he did not fulfill his obligation of

peah, the beginning and middle leftovers are still considered peah and only the

poor may take from it)].
@) A general principle has been stated concerning peah: Whatever is used for
food [excluding dye-producing herbs, even though they are used as food, in times
of need] and [whatever] is guarded [excluding ownerless property] and grows
from the soil [excluding mushrooms which do not have roots and thus do not
nourish off the land] and is harvested altogether [excluding fruit such as figs,
which are picked, individually, as they ripen] and is brought in for storage
[excluding vegetables which are not stored, since they spoil quickly] is subject
to the law of peah. Grain [from wheat barley spelt oats and rye] and pulse [e.g.,
peas, beans and lentils] fall into this general principle.

(5) Among trees; the sumac, the carob, the nut, the almond, the vine, the
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pomegranate, the olive and the [dates
of the] palm are [all] subject to peah.
(6) One can always give peah [even if
he harvested all the stalks, he is still
obligated to give peah from the
harvested grain] and he is exempt from
giving tithes [from it] until it is finally
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stacked [into smooth heaps, i.e., if he

were to give peah after the grain had been piled into smooth heaps, he would
first have to separate tithes from it]. Or one may pronounce [his field] ownerless
and [also] be exempt from giving tithes [even if another person takes it, he, too,
does not have to tithe from it] until it is finally stacked [i.e., if he declared the
grain ownerless after he stacked it into smooth heaps, then those people who
subsequently take it, must indeed tithe]. One may feed cattle, wild animals and
birds [of the produce, as a regular feeding] before it is finally stacked and be
exempt from tithes [people, however, are Rabbinically forbidden from eating it
in a normal fashion, even though the grain has not been stacked and smoothed
and, therefore, are Biblically not yet obligated to tithing, yet people are permitted
to eat from it, if done so, in a casual manner]. He may take from the threshing
floor [before stacking and smoothing] and use it as seed [since only grain used
as food has an obligation to be tithed. However, Biblically, there is no prohibition
to plant seed from untithed grain], and be exempt from tithes until it is stacked;
these are the words of Rabbi Akiva [after being stacked and smoothed, there
however is, a Rabbinical prohibition of planting untithed grain; the halachah
does not follow Rabbi Akiva and it is Rabbinically forbidden to plant seed from

XMID21 7772y 1127
WA KD AT XYW M JSIRD DIWR 1M1 R 29WS 1 omkp mm 19K KR DNX
MIWYAT 12 TNvD ,07myY |MN wIYN 1 whanw [Xem YN 1 whan 2rn ,12mma
WMWY MM MK TIKD WEnY K2 0K YAK LIRKAN YW Ay M nwyw e Ty
OTIP NWAT RO KYK NIMWYNT 12 ML PRY RS Y107 3 1K ,T%0N NWwynm mminnn
12T AKX K21 INKI1AN 70T (P Dwn) NTIWYAN Th MUST Ipan Dwn TN Mo
aPOT KYT Y oMM PO Y PR 1 M9 KD (P o 2°NDT,NWYNA 2N A T PR
§230) AWYIIT 1A MWD KA PO PR MO NKY ANK1IAN Ppont YaK w1 T
OMan YaK Jmm oTmp 2Ry N9IK 919KY amm myy KT 19Ky 191 Temab Sasm
19IBK WYNT 1A MOB YT TN 1T 191 YN T 1 S0 wap n5ax 19K N9k

Copyright © 2008 eMishnah.com All Rights Reserved.
Excerpted from "The Mishnah: A New Integrated Translation and Commentary"
Distributed by Israel Book Shop (732) 901-3009



m PEAH 1 N P72 ND 45

untithed grain, even before stacked ,DI?@ NMYYBIT 1IN X MPPY 121 1D
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floor, the tithes are theirs unless the

stacking [and smoothing of the piles] have taken place [at that point they, too,
have a Rabbinic obligation to tithe to other priests or levites, since, at that point,
the previous owner had already been obligated to tithe, the Sages, therefore,
decreed that they should not deprive their brothers of the tithes]. One who
dedicated [his crop to the Temple treasury] and redeems it [afterwards], is
obligated to give tithes [from it] so long as the treasurer had not yet finally
stacked it [i.e., if he redeemed it before the treasurer of the Temple stacked and
smoothed the piles of grain; however, if he redeemed it after the treasurer had
already stacked and smoothed the pile, since the obligation for tithes occurred

when the grain was Temple property, it is exempt from tithing].
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