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Mishnah Ma'aserot, chapter 1 X P12 nwyn 13N

() They [the Sages] laid down a 298 XWW %2 ,ninpyma 1wy 993
general rule regarding [all dues and] .MAWYRI 270,77 MW 1"?11;(] il /)]
tithes: Whatever is considered food 92X Py %3 amx X 972 TN
and is guarded [i.e., is not ownerless] ﬂ’Oi.‘l’? MY XY D by X ,'7;'& 901
and [is planted and] grows out of soil iR PXY 921 5173 JoR 2°0 93K
[thus excluding mushrooms], is liable — ARY™W Ty 277 1°K 29X %o P2x 29K
to tithes. They further laid down ,niMyma M0 nNiNBd “nvkn 2 :77;}{
another general rule: Whatever is ,D"WIRT D°23y7 .’I’?’n;’jtg'??_: D IRN7
considered food both at the beginning '?;)'! JTTRWR L DPMIAT ARG IWORITEN
and at the conclusion of its growth

[such as vegetables] although one withholds from picking it in order that it [ripen
and] grow larger, is liable [if picked] to tithes regardless whether it is picked in
its earlier, or later stages of ripening. However, that which is not considered food
in its earlier stages, but only in its later stages [such as certain varieties of fruit],

is not liable until it is considered food.

(2) [Since fruit are not liable until they are considered edible thus] when do fruit
become liable to tithing? Figs — from the time [their tops turn white and] they are
referred to as bohal. Grapes and wild grapes — in the early stages of ripening
[when the seeds become visible through the skin]. Red berries and mulberries —
after they become red, so too all red colored fruit [are liable] after they become
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red. Pomegranates — after they become
soft, dates — after they begin to swell
[and develop cracks in their skin].
Peaches — after they develop red
veins, walnuts — from the time the
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inner nut separates from the shell.
Rabbi Yehudah Walnuts and
almonds after their kernel skins have

says:

been formed [which is a later period,
the halachah does not follow Rabbi
Yehudah]. (3) Carobs [are liable for
tithing] — after they form dark spots, so too all black-colored fruit after they
form black spots. Pears, crustumenian pears, quinces and medlars — after their
fuzzy surface fades [and begins to grow bald and smooth]. Similarly all white
colored fruits after their fuzzy surface fades [are liable for tithing]. Fenugreek
when its seeds can be planted and can grow [when the seeds sink when placed
in water that would be a sign that they can grow if planted. All of the
aforemetioned signs in mishnah 2 and 3, signal that the produce has ripened a
third (Rosh)]. Grain and olives after they ripen one third.
4) Regarding vegetables: Cucumbers, gourds, watermelons and melons and
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[regarding fruit trees —] apples and
citrons — these are liable [if picked]
in the earlier or later stages of ripening,
[since they are edible in either case].
Rabbi
edible and] exempts the citron in the

Shimon [does not consider

earlier stages [the halachah does not
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follow  Rabbi [Bitter

almonds are only edible when small;
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sweet almonds are only edible when

large, thus] the condition in which bitter almonds are liable exempts sweet
almonds, and the condition in which sweet almonds are liable exempts bitter
almonds. [This period is referred to as onat hama'aserot — season of tithes, when

the produce may be tithed if picked.].

(5) [Although when produce has ripened a third, it may be tithed, however, one
may eat of it incidentally without intending to make a meal out of it, before its
having been tithed and may do so until the produce reaches the point of being
completely harvested and stored. This is referred to as reaching the goren —
threshing floor, at which point its work is considered complete and one may no
longer eat of it at all, until tithed.] When is the threshing floor for tithes [at which
time even a chance meal is no longer permitted]? Cucumbers and gourds — after
their fuzz is removed, or if was not removed, after it has been piled up into piles.
Melons — as soon as [their fuzz is removed and] they become smooth; if they
have not become smooth, when they are stored away in its storage area.
Vegetables which are customarily [sold] tied in bundles — from the time they
are tied in bundles and if they were not tied in bundles, after the storage vessel

XMID21 7772y 1127
DRI TIW P72 1997 D) VAR RPN DIMLANT DINRWpT P T o
72 @91 A DTN DITNRM DIIBNT (9K TR NIenYanm PVYTm DuaKm
NN LD PYRW M .0mup A oY1 P D9IK) T YK Do 93K Y nnw 1Y onavp
JWnW 1273 1350 PRLODIR NN 7 K9 07vp 09aK PRY D X707 H[AUPA ATINNT
1193 DK 7KK DI OTpw YT DYaK1 PRI AvpA OY9OR1 DR DTIpW
S¥ ORW .72 FIRIANT 13 R 111 S19KS MOKT wynd nrs wapt nex mwynb
wYnY 1M RMW TV R [ 213K nm Py niwynim nnyh men wnnw oo
AW 1Y 93 1%wanmwa1 01avp [TwI 1A MY W XIM oYW opa Yurwn opawn
1% YR VYT 0P8 1D ARy P POWITA M3 T vy STRTY Thywn

Copyright © 2008 eMishnah.com All Rights Reserved.
Excerpted from "The Mishnah: A New Integrated Translation and Commentary"
Distributed by Israel Book Shop (732) 901-3009



70 MA'ASEROT 1

has been filled. If he does not want to
fill the vessel [i.e., he wants to fill
three vessels, and has only partially
filled the first vessel, he may eat of it
by chance] until after he gathers all
that he wants [in our case, three full
vessels]. [Produce which is usually
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packed in a] basket — when it's been ,'?I?Q?; IR DX '?PEJ’W?: ,D"?;;El Sy
covered; if it has not been covered,

then after the vessel has been filled with them. If the vessel has not been filled
with them, then after he gathers all that he wants. When does all this apply?
When one brings it to the market; but if he intends to bring it into his own home
he may take a chance meal of it until it reaches his home [for untithed produce
is not liable to tithes until it sees the front of the house. This is deduced from
the verse “Then you must say before the Lord your God: I have removed the holy
from the house” (Deuteronomy 26:13, Baba Metzia 88a). Biblically, speaking,
only when tithes actually reach the front of the house are they obligated to be
tithed. However, the Rabbis instituted that the obligation for tithes are fixed,
when their preparation is complete and it reaches his yard (3:5), or even when
their preparation were not complete but they were intended for sale as the case
above, or cooked/salted (4:1), if terumah was set aside from it, and shabbat (4:2),

2-X"71 7D TWwyn o 07anma 7°91].

(6) Dried split pomegranates, raisins and carobs are liable [to tithes] after they are
stacked. Onions, after they are stripped [of the outer soiled layer] if they are not
stripped, then [they are liable] after they are stacked; grain as soon as the pile
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has been smoothed, and if it wasn't
smoothed, [then he is liable] after it
has been stacked. Pulse [which when
picked contains pieces of earth, is
liable] after it had been sifted, if it
wasn't sifted, after the pile has been
smoothed. Even after it had been
smoothed he may still take from the
stalks [that remained unthreshed], and
from the sides of the pile [that weren't
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smoothed] as well as from that which
was not separated from its husk, and eat [incidentally].

(7) Wine [is liable to be tithed] after it has been skimmed [to remove the floating
husks and kernels from the bottom of the pit, to where the wine eventually flows];
but though it has been skimmed he may take from [that which remained in] the
upper wine-press [pit where the grapes are trodden], or from the duct [where the
wine flows to the bottom pit where it is stored] and drink. Oil [is liable to be
tithed] after it has dripped [from the press] into the oil pit [beneath it]. But even
after it has dripped into the pit he may take of the oil in the wicker bale [which
contained olive pulp and was pressed further for more oil], or from the pulp
under the upper stone press, or from between the press-boards. He may smear
[untithed] oil on a [hot] cake, or a plate [in which hot food was placed which is
a kli sheni], but not in a dish or pot while the contents are boiling [even after
having been removed from the fire, since the content will cook the oil and once
any produce is cooked it is prohibited to partake of it before being tithed, even
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incidentally]. Rabbi Yehudah says: He

may put it into anything [once

removed from the fire], except into

that which contains vinegar or brine

[which aids the cooking process and

only in such a case will the oil cook in

the dish even after removal from the
fire].

® A round cake of pressed figs [is
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liable to tithes] from the moment its

surface has been smoothed [over with a liquid]. It may be smoothed [and
rounded] with [the juice] of untithed figs or grapes [the juice is minute and
inconsequential], but Rabbi Yehudah prohibits [smoothing with the untithed juice
of figs or grapes]. If it is smoothed with grapes [since the juice is minute and
inconsequential] it does not become susceptible to defilement [by becoming wet
with liquid]. Rabbi Yehudah says: It [is not inconsequential and] does become
susceptible [to defilement]. Dried figs are liable to tithes after they have been
compressed [with a mallet or rod] into the barrel] as do figs stored in a bin after
they have been pressed [by hand]. If one was compressing figs into a jar, or
pressing them into a storage bin, and the jar broke, or the bin opened [and he
now has to compress them again] one may not eat of them incidentally, Rabbi

Yose however, permits [it].
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