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Mishnah Ma'aser Sheni, chapter 1 X PB "3w wyn 130N

[After terumah is apportioned to the  PX1 MR 72 PX 10 wyn X
priest and ma'aser rishon to the Levi, ~ X?1 ,iniX Poomn PXY iR paswnn
the Torah tells us (see Deuteronomy ﬁ;i_'j'_? oxX  MN° &'?'! 47330 ]"?P‘ITZ?
14:22-26) that ma'aser sheni — W@ 121 .80 "% 1M 72 0 Dbyl
second tithes are tithed in the first,

second, fourth and fifth years of the shemittah cycle. The word ma'aser means
one tenth; hence, after the deductions for ferumah (which averages 1/50th) and
first tithes (which is 1/10th) one separates from the remaining produce 1/10th as
ma'aser sheni. Second tithes, are permitted to be eaten by anyone in a pure state,
and may only be eaten in Jerusalem. If the quantity is too great to be brought to
Jerusalem, then it may be redeemed by another person who gives the owner
money for its value. Alternatively the owner may redeem it himself by giving its
value plus an additional fifth. In either case the sanctity of the produce has now
been transferred to the money; thus he now takes the money to Jerusalem and
buys food with it to be eaten there. There is a discussion in the gemara, whether
ma'aser sheni is 23 711 — property of Heaven, which HaShem grants us, under
certain conditions, permission to eat, or, is D7 ]MM — property of the
individual, with certain limitations as to how it may be used. Our Mishnah is
according to Rabbi Meir who maintains that ma'aser sheni is 7123 710.]
(1) Second tithes may not be sold [outright, i.e., one may not say to his friend;
Buy my second tithes and you take my place and eat it in Jerusalem], nor may it
be used as a pledge [for a loan, a. since it is 71122 717, it is not his and may not
be utilized for personal use, and b. this is deemed disrespectful to the sanctity of
ma'aser sheni| nor may it be exchanged [for other produce, as an example, oil for
wine], nor may it be used as a weight [one may not place a sela coin of ma'aser
sheni on one side of a scale to be used as a counterweight; this too, is considered
disrespectful]. One may not say to his friend in Jerusalem: Here is wine, give me
oil [for it instead. Though they are both in Jerusalem where one is allowed to use
redeemed money to purchase other food, and they are both ma'aser sheni
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produce, which in fact, will be 037 nIAA AT A7 Panil 22X .ni9T P2
consumed in Jerusalem, still one may ,°10 00 INIX 72 PR ,AR02 Wyn 2
not exchange one for the other]. This 2 PYTpR PX1 LMY °0 DM 2¥1 X9
[rule] applies also to other produce 9¥21,°n D10 AR 177121 71027 W]
[whose obligation to tithe is only

Rabbinical]. But people may give it as a free gift [i.c., one may invite another
to share a meal with him. However, one may not give it to his friend as a present,
since he expects a gift in return at a later date it is not considered a “free gift”,

according to those who maintain that 9273 73n7].

[The Torah states: “Any Tithe of cattle or flock — of all that pass under the
rod, the tenth will be a holy thing to the Lord” (Leviticus 27:32). How is it holy?
In that when it is unblemished its blood and sacrificial portions are offered upon
the altar, while its meat is eaten by the owner in Jerusalem, thus it has laws
similar to a BMW — peace-offering and ma'aser sheni. When it is blemished
and not valid as a sacrifice on the Altar, its owner slaughters it for its meat which
may be eaten outside Jerusalem.] (2) Tithe of cattle when unblemished may not
be sold alive [the gemara explains that it may not be sold slaughtered as well,
but the Mishnah is highlighting the difference between cattle tithes and the next
case of the Mishnah that of the first-born] and when blemished [may not be sold]
neither alive nor slaughtered. [The verse states, regarding the tithe of cattle; “R?
bX3* — It cannot be redeemed” (Leviticus 27:33) and regarding 2°» 1 — vowed
sequestered property, it states; “PN3® 821 799%° X? — Must not be sold nor must
it be redeemed” (ibid verse 28), thus it is deduced by analogy (M 77°13) that
just like the one who vowed his property to HaShem, may not redeem, or sell
it, so too, Tithe of cattle may not be redeemed or sold.] Nor may a wife be
betrothed with it [since this is considered a transaction]. A first-born animal
[regardless of whether it is blemished or unblemished must be given to the priest,
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however, if it is unblemished its X .IWN] 2 PUTRM LMY 0 oMW
sacrificial porions are offered on the 2y X271 Jimox 2y "0 qwyn 7Y
altar and its flesh is eaten by the priest  JIXY niyn1 %y X21 X3P XY yavmd
in Jerusalem. If it is blemished it is N2

considered the private property of the

priest who may do as he wishes with it, since it is permissible for anyone,
including non-priests, to eat it and thus in present times when the Temple is no
longer in existence and sacrifices are not offered and] where [the first-born is]
unblemished [it] may be sold alive [the buyer purchases it on the chance that in
the future it will become blemished] and when blemished [it may be sold]
slaughtered [however, if he slaughtered it while it is unblemished, it has the status
of a sacrifice which cannot be offered and must be burned]; and, [upon becoming
blemished it is considered the property of the priest] a wife may be betrothed
with it. One may not exchange second tithes with an unstamped coin [in
connection with redeeming second tithes he verse states: “J7°2 f0277 N3 — And
bind the money in your hand”, (Deuteronomy 14:25) our Sages (in the Tosefta
and Yerushalmi) deduce from the word N7X3, that the money has to have a 77X
— a form] nor with a coin which is not readily usable as money [such as from
another country; or an obsolete coin] nor with money that is not in his possession
[i.e., if his money fell into the ocean and he has to hire a diver to retrieve it, he
may not use that money to exchange it for ma'aser sheni, since such a case is

not considered “And bind the money in your hand”].

[Regarding ma'aser sheni money it is written; “And you will turn that money into
whatever your soul desires; cattle or flocks, or wine, or liquor, or whatever your
soul desires” (Deuteronomy 14:26). — When the verse says “whatever” it
describes a 993, a general statement not limited to anything in particular;
whereas the next expression, cattle, or flocks, or wine, or liquor — describes
a ©IB; that is, it details particular things, limiting the matter to those things.
After this the verse continues, or whatever your soul desires — Once again,
the verse reverts to a 923, a general statement. Now we have learned that
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when a verse expresses a 993, then a
Y1, and then a 992 again, as in this
case, we apply the principles of the
vID to the whole matter. That is just
as the items listed in the Y79 are a.
and derive

produce of produce

nourishment from the earth, e.g., wine

N 29D 2w wyn 92
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comes from grapes, and b. are fitting

to be food for man, so too, must the money replacing them be used to purchase
such things (Rashi ibid., Eruvin 27a). However, although all the aforementioned
were permitted to be bought with ma'aser sheni money the Rabbis preferred that
it be used to purchase peace-offerings so that its blood and sacrificial portions

could be offered upon the altar.]
3) If an animal was bought [with ma'aser sheni money] for a peace-offering or
a [kosher] wild beast for [its] desirable meat, [after eating it, the hide becomes
common [and does not have the sanctity of ma'aser sheni, thus, he does not have
to sell the hide and use the money to purchase other foods to be eaten in
Jerusalem], even though the value of the hide exceeds the value of the flesh
[however, if the buyer is a professional tanner and bought the animal because of
its hide, then he must eat the value of the hide in sanctity]. If sealed jugs of wine
[were bought] in an area where they are usually sold sealed [i.e., they sell the
wine in a closed bottle], the [value of the] jugs [do not have to be eaten in
sanctity and] become common. The shells of walnuts or almonds [that were
bought ma'aser sheni money] become common [and are permissible for use as
dyes]. Grape-skin wine may not be bought with ma'aser sheni money before it
has fermented [this is considered as water and does not fall into the permissible
categories of food deduced from the aforementioned 9221 v19 973,] but once it
has fermented, it may be bought with ma'aser sheni money.
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@) If a wild [kosher] beast was bought
for a peace-offering [i.e., an animal
which is not valid for a peace-offering]
or an animal [valid for a

[its]

meat, [the Rabbis, in order to enforce

peace-offering] for desirable

the utilization of ma'aser sheni money

N P92 W wyn 93

w7 Mt oReY Cnare w0 npien 7
nimng 1 32 .1P07 1Y XY XD ,TND
X7 ,nimne 9917 1277 oipn ,NimIng X
Oy D23y °90) °I17 °70 P07 1RIR XY
mRi?I 7 1Py "920 M7 WY KD 900
W ,YRIR? DM NE nom o
X2 DUy yoan? pRiDY KU nivp

to purchase offerings, ruled that this is

not a valid ma'aser sheni purchase exchange, and] the [animal does not become
sanctified in lieu of the ma'aser sheni money, and unlike above (in the beginning
of mishnah 3) the] hide does not become common [thus, he must purchase other
food to be eaten in sanctity for the complete value of the animal, including the
value of the hide]. If open or sealed jugs of wine were purchased in an area where
they are usually sold open [i.e., one brings and fills his own jar, but here, he
forgot his jug and, instead, purchased the jug also with ma'aser sheni money],
the [value of the] jugs [remain sanctified as ma'aser sheni and] do not become
common [thus he must eat in sanctity the value of the jugs]. If baskets of olives
or baskets of grapes were purchased together with the vessel [placed underneath
so that the basket should not leak], the value of the vessel does not become

common.

(5) If water or salt were purchased, or such produce which is still connected to the
ground [these do not fall into the permissible categories of food deduced from
the aforementioned 9931 ©0 %93.] or produce which cannot reach Jerusalem
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[before they rot,], the purchase does
not become sanctified as ma'aser
sheni. If he purchased [such] produce
unintentionally [i.e., he did not know
that it was ma'aser sheni money], the
money is returned to its former place

[it is a MYyL npR — a sale made in
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error, the sale is void, and he therefore

returns the produce back to the seller who returns the ma'aser sheni money]. But
if intentionally [and although ma'aser sheni money must be spent at the outset in
Jerusalem, the exchange if executed outside Jerusalem nevertheless is still
considered valid and thus] the produce must be taken up to the place to be eaten
[in Jerusalem, since only ma'aser sheni itself can be redeemed outside Jerusalem,
however, pure produce bought with ma'aser sheni money cannot be redeemed
outside Jerusalem], but when there is no Temple [and hence one cannot uphold
the requirement of the verse “You will eat there before the Lord your God”

(Deuteronomy 14:26)] it must be left to rot.
(6) If one purchased an animal [outside Jerusalem,] with ma'aser sheni money,
unintentionally [i.e., he didn't know it was ma'aser sheni money, it is a MYV npn
and not considered a valid sale and therefore] it is restored to its former place
[he takes back the money and returns the animal], but if intentionally the cattle
must be taken up to the place [Jerusalem] to be eaten. But when there is no
Temple [it is left until it dies and] it must be buried together with its hide.

(7) One may not purchase slaves, maid-servants, land, or non-kosher animals, with
ma'aser sheni money. If any of these were purchased [and the previous owner is
no longer present to return the ma'aser sheni money, he must purchase for] their
value [valid produce which] must be eaten [as ma'aser sheni in Jerusalem].
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Bird-offerings of the zav or zavah, or a7 “3P1 ,0°27 "3p PX°IN PX .JTAD
bird-offerings  of women after YR NI ,NNYXI ,NIXVD ,m-:?v gl
childbirth, —or sin-offerings or 93,5937 77 .07332 Y2X° ,X°27 OX) 30
guilt-offerings  [since these are “WTM 12°07 TNWY 7PIK? YN XIW
considered private obligations, they] 7312 998 30 Ty

may not be bought with ma'aser sheni

money. If any of these were offered their value must be consumed [as ma'aser
sheni in Jerusalem]. This is the general rule: Whatever [is purchased] out of
ma'aser sheni money that cannot be eaten, drunk or anointed, its value must be

consumed [as ma'aser sheni in Jerusalem].
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