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Mishnah Kilayim, chapter 7

(1) If one has planted the shoot of a
[growing] vine into the ground [i.e., he
bends a portion of the vine and buries
it under earth in order that it will grow
into a separate vine (our Mishnah is
talking about a case where he stretched
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and planted the shoot at least six

handbreadths away from the original roots)]; if there aren't three handbreadths of
soil over it, he may not plant other seed there even if he planted it in [the outer
shell of] a [hallowed and dried out] gourd [had the gourd shell not been dried
out, the planting of the vine-shoot within the gourd, on its own, would constitute
kilayim] or in an earthenware pipe [since the roots of the plants subsequently
planted on top of the vine-shoot will grow through the shell or pipe and will reach
the roots of the buried vine-shoot]. If he bent and planted the shoot of a [growing]
vine into the ground in a rock, then, even if there is only the equivelent of three
fingers of soil over it, it is permitted to plant seed above it. A bent vine in
a vineyard [i.e., naturally bent in such a way that it gives the appearance of being
planted as in the cases above (see Tosfot Anshei Shem)], its service-border [the
required six handbreadths for a buffer between a vine and other produce] is
measured from the second root [i.e., the place where it has the appearance as if
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it were planted; this applies only to a
case where the first, i.e., the actual
root is not seen; however, if the actual
root is seen, then its buffer is measured
from the first root].
2) If one has [bent and] planted the
shoots of three [growing] vines into
the ground so that their [original]
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stems are visible [as well as the

continuation of these emerging above ground, so that the three vines now have
the appearance of being six vines], Rabbi Eliezer ben Zadok said: If there is a
space between [them not smaller than] four and not larger than eight cubits, they
combine [to become a full-fledged vineyard and require a service border of four
cubits before planting nearby], if not, they do not combine. If a vine is withered,
it is [still, Rabbinically] prohibited [to plant nearby without a proper buffer], but
it does not prohibit [the seed as kilayim]. Rabbi Meir says: The same [law]
applies to a cotton-plant, in that it is [Rabbinically] forbidden [to plant near a
cotton-plant, since it looks like a grape-vine] but it does not prohibit [since cotton
plants are not considered grape-vines]. Rabbi Eliezer ben Zadok said in his name:
[If one bent and planted grape-shoots and did not cover them with three
handbreadths of earth,] it is forbidden [to plant] above the vine too [as mentioned

in the previous mishnah], but it does not prohibit.
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(3) In the following [cases planting is
forbidden] but [the
produce] is not prohibited as kilayim

subsequent

[i.e., the produce does not have to be
burned]. The
inadequate karahat [(See above 4:1,2

remainder of an

regarding a bare patch in a vineyard in
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which one may plant other seeds;

it should measure 16 cubits; if, however, it only measured 15 cubits this is an
inadequate karahat.) The case our Mishnah is referring to is the one where he
left 4 cubits from the opposing vines of either sides and planted the remaining 7
cubits], the remainder of an inadequate mehol [(see ibid) a mehol i.e., the unsown
outer edges of a vineyard should measure 12 cubits in order to introduce other
seed; here it measured 11 cubits] of a vineyard, the remainder of an inadequate
Aris-gap [i.e., less than the required 8 cubits between vines on the opposite ends
of a fence (see above, 6:6 f.f.)], the ground under the open vine-free area of a trellis
(see ibid 6:3) [in all these cases, planting is forbidden but the subsequent produce
is not prohibited as kilayim]. But [the ground] beneath a vine and in the service
border of a single vine [i.e., the six handbreadths] and the four cubits [of service
border] of a vineyard [if one planted in them the subsequent produce] is

prohibited [as kilayim].

@) (5) If one causes his vine to bend into the standing grain of his neighbor, he
renders [that grain] prohibited [as kilayim] and he is responsible for it. Rabbi
Yose and Rabbi Shimon say: A person cannot prohibit [as kilayim] that which
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does not belong to him [since the verse
states: “Do not sow your vineyard
(together with) a mixed variety of
species,” (Deuteronomy 22:9)]. Rabbi
Yose said: It once happened that a man
planted seed in his vineyard during
shemittah and the matter came before
Rabbi Akiva who said: A person can
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not condemn [as kilayim] that which is

not his own [i.e., Rabbi Akiva did not prohibit as kilayim, since during shemittah,
land is considered as being ownerless. The halachah does not follow Rabbis

Yose, Shimon and Akiva.]

(6) If an Anas [land-thief] planted seeds in a [stolen] vineyard and it then left his
possesion [i.e., the rightful owner threw him out] the latter should cut it down
even on hol hamoed [the Rabbis permitted this, so that it should not appear as if
he is keeping and maintaining kilayim in his field]. Up to what amount should
he pay the workers [extra, in order to do it quickly, on kol hamoed]? Up to a
third. If [they demand] more than this, he should cut it in his usual way even if
he does so after the Festival. From what stage [onwards] is one termed an Anas
[i.e., according to Rabbis Yose, Shimon and Akiva of the previous mishnah],
when is the field considered the thief's insofar as prohibiting it as kilayim when
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planted with other seed]? From such

time as [the name of the original

owner] has sunk [i.e., been forgotten

and the field is now referred to in the
name of the thief].

a If a

vine-shoots [so that they are now] bent

windstorm has blown
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and hanging over [standing] grain, one

should immediately cut them off; if an accident happened [i.e., he couldn't cut
them off], it [the produce] is permitted. If grain is bent [and reach] beneath a
vine, likewise in the case of vegetables one should turn them back but [if this has
not been done] it does not prohibit [as kilayim, (it only becomes prohibited when
the roots of the grain is under the vine, but in our case here, the stalk reaches
under the vine, but the root of the grain is not under the vine)]. From what stage
does grain become prohibited as kilayim? From the time it has struck root [other
versions read; “from when they grew a third of their final size”]. And grapes?
From the time they become as large as white beans [i.e., if one planted grapes
near some produce, if the produce has not yet grown a third, or if the grapes had
not yet grown to the size of white beans when he pulled the produce out, the
grapes are not prohibited]. Grain which has become thoroughly dry and grapes
which have become fully ripe are not liable to become prohibited [as kilayim].
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® [Seed sown in a] flowerpot with a  23P3 XYY ,0722 WIpPR 23p3 773y N
hole on the bottom [the size of which 711 A7 , MR JWRY "27 .WIpn X
would allow a root to grow through the ~ 21P3 7"y 2yn1 .]UTpR X2 10K
hole] prohibits [as kilayim] in a POXR ,D°NRPI P01 OX ,0722
vineyard [or in the service border, i.c.,

within 4 cubits of the vineyard]; if the flowerpot does not have a hole on the
bottom, it does not prohibit [as kilayim]. Rabbi Shimon however states: [The
sowing of seed in] either one or the other is forbidden but it does not [in the
event that he did plant it] prohibit [as kilayim]. If one carries a flowerpot with a
hole on its bottom through a vineyard [i.e. under the vines], then if [the produce
which is growing in the flowerpot] has grown a two-hundredth part [while

underneath the vines], it is forbidden [as kilayim].
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