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Mishnah Kilayim, chapter 6

(1) Which is an Aris [i.e., an arbor of
at least five vines, that is to be
regarded as a vineyard, thereby
requiring a service border of four
cubits separating it in order to plant
other produce nearby]? If one has
planted [even] a single row consisting
of five vines beside a fence ten
handbreadths high or beside a trench

ten handbreadths deep and four wide
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[this is an Aris and in this case, even

the School of Hillel who require two rows to be a vineyard (see 4:5) maintain],
it must be allowed its service border of four cubits. The School of Shammai say:
The four cubits are to be measured from the body of the vine to the field [on the
other side of the fence, into which he wishes to plant other produce, a leniency].
But the School of Hillel say: [The four cubits are to be measured] from the [Aris]
fence to the field. Rabbi Yohanan ben Nuri said: All who say so [that the School
of Hillel maintain that even in one row it must be allowed its service border of
four cubits] are mistaken; In fact [what was said was this]: If there are four cubits
from the body of the vines to the [A4ris] fence, the appropriate service border is
allowed, and the rest may be sown [If there are less than four cubits from the
body of the vines to the Aris fence, then no seeds may be planted therein, similar
to the case of Rabbi Yose in 5:4]. And how much is the [appropriate] service
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border of a vine? Six handbreadths in

every direction. Rabbi Akiva said
three.

(2) An Aris which protrudes [and hangs

down] from a terrace: Rabbi Eliezer

ben Yaakov said: If a person standing

on level ground is able to pick all of
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it, [such an Aris, at the outset]
prohibits [the sowing of seed in the]
four cubits of the field [surrounding
the Aris; however, if one went ahead
and did plant, only those produce actually growing in an area of six handbreadths
surrounding the Aris are prohibited as kilayim]: If [he is] not [able to pick all the
grapes without a ladder], it prohibits [the sowing of seed] only [in] the [soil]
which is directly beneath it. Rabbi Eliezer said: Likewise, if one has planted one
[row of two vines] on the ground and [opposite it,] another [row of two vines]
on a [raised] terrace [and a fifth vine projecting like a tail (see above 4:6, page
160, where the Mishnah states that these conditions ordinarily would constitute
a vineyard)], if it [the terrace] is ten handbreadths above the [level] ground, one
[row] does not combine with the other [and therefore is not considered a
vineyard].
3) If one has suspended vine branches over part of a trellis, he may not introduce
seed [into the soil] beneath the remainder [of the trellis, i.e., the area of the trellis
which does not have vines hanging on it]; however, if he did introduce [seed in
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the open area of the trellis, the
subsequent produce] is not prohibited
as  kilayim. If however, new
[vine-shoots] have spread [over the
remainder], that [which had been sown
under the remainder] is prohibted [as
kilayim.] The same law applies when

one hangs vine-shoots over part of a
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tree, the whole area is viewed as a
vineyard].

) [However,] if one hangs [shoots of] a vine on part of [the branches of] a fruit
tree it is permitted to introduce seed beneath the remainder [since the tree is
fruit-bearing the owner views the tree as independent from the vine]; if new
[shoots] spread [over the remainder of the branches], he must turn it back. There
was the case of Rabbi Yehoshua who went to Rabbi Yishmael in Kefar Aziz who
showed him a vine [with its shoots] hanging on part of [the branches of] a fig
tree. He asked him: What is the law? May I introduce seed beneath the open
space [of the branches]? He answered him: It is permitted. He took him up to
Bet Hammaganyah where he showed him a vine [whose shoots were] hanging on
part of a beam belonging to the trunk of a shikmah [a fig tree growing wild in
the forest, used primarily for beams and therefore, not considered a fruit bearing
tree (see, Tosfot Yom Tov)], which had many beams. He said to him: Beneath
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the beam [that had the shoots hanging
on them)] it is prohibited [to sow], but
beneath the remainder [of beams] it is
permitted [each beam is viewed as a
separate tree].
(5) What is a serak tree [where the vine
hanging from it is more important to
the owner than the tree itself, and the
whole is viewed as a vineyard]? Any
tree which does not yield fruit. Rabbi
Meir said: All trees are serak, except
the olive and the fig tree [which are
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important enough to the owner to be
viewed as separate from the vines hanging from them]. Rabbi Yose said: All trees
which are not normally planted exclusively in separate fields, are serak trees.

(6) Gaps separating an Aris must be eight cubits plus somewhat more. And when
mentioning all measurements regarding a vineyard the Sages never spoke of “and
somewhat more” except in the case of Aris-gaps. The following constitutes an
Aris-gap. If an Aris was razed midway, and five vines were left on one side and
five vines on the other side, then if the gap is [exactly] eight cubits, one must not
introduce seed there; if it is eight cubits “and somewhat more” one may allot the
requisite service border [i.e., according to Rabbi Yohanan ben Nuri (see Mishnah
1, above) six handbreadths for each while according to the first view of the
Mishnah, four cubits for each], and he may sow the rest [even according to the
first view of the Mishnah which considers an Aris as a vineyard, however; it does
not require a full 16 cubits separating the two in order to introduce other produce
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in between them, as would be the case
in an actual vineyard (see above 4:1)].
(7) If an Aris grows out of either end of
a wall and ends at the corner [i.e., he
planted three vines by one corner of a
wall and two additional vines at the
opposite corner of the same wall and
in between the vines the wall is empty]
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each [of the group of vines] are given

its service border [of six handbreadths], and it is permitted to sow the rest [even
though the entire wall is less than four cubits. However,] Rabbi Yose [in
accordance with his view in 5:4] says: If there aren't four cubits there, one may

not introduce seed there.
(8) If slats [forming the trellis] stick out from the Aris and one doesn't wish to
cut them off, it is permitted to plant directly beneath them; if however, he made
them [long] so that new [shoots] might spread along them, it is forbidden [to
plant underneath].

) If a grape-blossom protruded beyond the Aris it is regarded as if a [builders]
plummet were suspended from it: Directly beneath it, it is prohibited [to sow].
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So too, [is the law] in the case of a  .TOX AR ,12°K? 12°Xn 71T MNind
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has stretched a vine-shoot from tree to

tree, it is forbidden to plant [other produce] beneath it. If he made an extension
[to the shoot, e.g., the shoot itself wasn't long enough to reach the tree] by means
of rope or reed-rope [and tied it to the tree]; it is permitted under the extension
[of rope]; if he made the extension so that the new [shoots] might grow along it,

then it is forbidden [to plant beneath it].
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