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Mishnah Kilayim chapter 4 7 PP O°KRYD 7IWN

() A karahat [ie., a bare patch, in D™y ,0™ MR XY 2 0727 R N
which one may sow other seeds; see WY WY ,0miX Y71 m°21 nink y27X)
Mishnah  Kilayim  2:9 for the WW ,0™ MR *XRw M2 ,0727 5‘"1?; JTER
significance of this term] within a MWy 0¥ 0" MR S5 21 SR Y
vineyard, should measure, the School 2V 072 .0727 NOIR X7 PRI 2K
of Shammai say, Twenty-four cubits

[allowing for vineyard service-borders of four cubits each, on either side and
sixteen cubits in the middle, for sowing other seeds. It should be borne in mind
that the School of Shammai hold that 8 cubits is the smallest width that can be
regarded as an “independent field.” If therefore, in a case where the field abutting
a vineyard is less than eight cubits wide, this field is considered as being part of
the vineyard, no longer independent, and it is forbidden to plant other seeds there.
As our karahat is flanked by vines on (at least) two sides, there must be the
minimum of eight cubits towards each side of the field that is flanked by
vineyard, i.e., a total width of field of at least sixteen cubits between two
opposing abutting vineyards, before it can be sown. In addition to this width of
sixteen cubits, a service buffer of four cubits between the field and each flanking
vineyard, is required. Hence, the total minimum of twenty four cubits]; but the
School of Hillel say Sixteen cubits [allowing for service-borders of four cubits
for each flanking vineyard as above, and four cubits (the minimum size of a
“field” according to the School of Hillel), towards each abutting vineyard, i.e.,
eight cubits for sowing; if however, only seven cubits of land remained cleared
(besides the two service-borders), we would consider half of the area — 3.5
cubits, as part of one flanking vineyard and the other half as part of the other,
thereby rendering the field part of the vineyard, no longer independent]. A mehol
[an unsown belt of ground around the outer edges] of a vineyard [where one
might want to sow other seeds], the School of Shammai say, Should measure
sixteen cubits, but the School of Hillel say, Twelve cubits. Now what constitutes
a karahat of a vineyard? A plot within a vineyard which has been denuded [of
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vines]. If it is less than sixteen cubits,
then [in accordance with the ruling of
the School of Hillel] one must not
introduce other seed into it [even its
very center may not be sown]. If it is
sixteen cubits, it [the vineyard] is
given its service-border, and one may
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2) What is a mehol of a vineyard?

[The space] between the vineyard [proper] and the fence. If it does not measure
twelve cubits [the minimum according to the School of Hillel; i.e., after allowing
for four cubits of service-border and after deducting the four cubits close to the
fence which are not sown (so that people walking there will force down the earth
and harden the earth, supporting the fence), there are less than four cubits left],
it is forbidden to introduce seed into it [since, not being large enough to
constitute a field on its own, it is regarded as part of the vineyard]; if it does
measure twelve cubits, it is given its service-border, [i.e., four of these twelve
cubits] and one may sow the remainder [after further deducting four cubits as
service-border for the fence. In this case, we do not require two individual fields
of four cubits on either side, as above, since the vineyard only abuts on one side].
(3) Rabbi Yehudah says, The above is but a gader hakerem; [i.e., the technical
term for the space between vineyard and fence is not mehol hakerem, as
stated by the original anonymous Tanna, but rather, is a gader hakerem (the
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vineyard fence), and it is to this gader
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less than six cubits that the rule “It is
given its service-border of (four
cubits), and one may sow the rest”
applies]. What then is a mehol of a
vineyard [which requires 12 cubits?
An intervening space] between two vineyards [whose rows of vines are in
different directions, and therefore, these vineyards appear as two distinct fields,
rather than a large vineyard with a bald patch in its midst, and it is this which
requires a buffer area of at least twelve cubits, if part of it is to be sown]. What
now is a [statutory] vineyard fence? One which is ten handbreadths high [this is
an effective partition, and one may sow vines on one side and other seeds on the
other side of such a partition]. And [what is] a [statutory] trench? One, ten
handbreadths deep and four wide [also constituting an effective partition, as
above].
@ [If a vineyard has] a partition of reeds: if between one reed and another, there
are less than three handbreadths [three handbreadths being a space] through
which a kid can enter, it counts as a [legally effective] partition. [I.e., where a
law depends on the presence or absence of a partition, a gap of less than three
handbreadths, does not impair the character of a partition. This is a law imparted
to Moshe at Sinai; and is referred to, as lavud.] If the fence has been broken
through up to ten cubits, it [the breach] is [regarded] as a doorway [which does
not invalidate the wall or fence, and it is, therefore, permitted to sow immediately
in front of the breach a vine on one side, and seed on the other, just as if, the
fence were actually standing between them]. If [the breach is] more than ten
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cubits, [sowing close to the line of the

fence] immediately opposite the
breach is prohibited. In the event of
many breaches having been made in
the fence: if [the total area of] that
which remains standing exceeds [the
total area of] that which is broken

through, it is permitted [to sow close
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to the line of the fence opposite the

breaches], but if that which is broken through, exceeds in area that which remains
standing, it is forbidden [to sow close to the line of the fence] opposite the
breaches; [but it is permitted to do so where the fence still stands, in a case where

it is at least four handbreadths].
(5) When a man has planted a row of [at least] five vines, the School of Shammai
say, This constitutes a vineyard [and sowing of seed within four cubits of it, is
prohibited]; but the School of Hillel say, They [the number of vines] do not
constitute a vineyard [and one may sow seed at a distance of six handbreadths,
as is the case in a single vine,] unless they are in two rows [as explained in the
next mishnah]. Consequently, if one has sown in the four cubits [of the
service-border] within the vineyard, the School of Shammai say, He has [thereby]
caused the prohibition [of kilayim] of one row, [of the vineyard, since according
to them this row on its own constitutes a vineyard, which would then have to be
destroyed,] whereas the School of Hillel say, He has caused the prohibition of
two rows [which, according to them, is the minimum forming a vineyard and,
according to the Torah law (Deuteronomy 22:9), becomes prohibited as a result
of being too close in proximity to other seed; i.e., as kilayim, and he must
therefore, destroy two rows].
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6) If one has planted two [vines]
opposite two, and one [other vine]
forming a “tail” [i.e., three vines in a
two], this
rows” and is

straight row opposite

constitutes  [“two
consequently] a vineyard. If one has
planted two [vines] opposite two, and
one [other vine] opposite the space
between [them, but

perimeter delineated by these four

outside the
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vines], or two opposite two, and one in

the very center [of the four vines], neither of these [collections of vines]
constitutes a vineyard. Only if there are two opposite two with one [other]

projecting like a tail [does this collection of vines constitute a vineyard].

(7) If one has planted one row [of two vines] on his own [land] and one row of
three vines on his neighbor's [land, — see the preceding Mishnah] then, even
though in the middle there is a private way [four cubits wide] or a public road
[less than eight cubits wide], or a fence lower than ten handbreadths, these [two
rows] combine [i.e., to constitute a single vineyard, so as to forbid sowing seed
either between the two rows or within four cubits from either of them]. If there
is a fence higher than ten handbreadths they do not combine [the same applies if
it is only ten handbreadths high; it is on account of that which follows in this
Mishnah that it states, “higher than ten”]. Rabbi Yehudah says, If he intertwines

X372 77721y 1327
WSW N33 .231 AINXY AN ) ynwn MM nw TwTRT TN TR 0130 DK1an 250
DNWNY LOMNPA NRKY wOWT M DNW T W WA DTN NAX w3 NIVl o)
MM Y2IKY 0718 Y2IKT FIVI0IT 182 7120 YUY AN AR 7K T3 NWwrnnm oinw a1
D82 "W YW NAK 7MW 10 MmN S ina nnx w1 5w pna nnx e §
1773 5w INK1AN M2 SV 181 2017 M2 1apY KT [vnw 121 191K wOw YW NnK 1
VW KIINT T3 DWANT MOKY 1PHILYIT TN KT 1OW KW 12T Q0K OIK PRT UTp XD
MR TN AMN2T MNK INY AT 0 TR PRY WD T T 7 anan Se
VAR PSP OO Tp MRS MIBT0YR 19K 1T Panvyn PRT TPIS 1WA [TnK
T T TYAW DNIK JPOVRM AT 13 SV 0o WK oy 19Yn5n [0y ON mnk
Mwyw m%3 1 PId WM 1Pk ANT 0T PR WD RIT 0PV T TN TYAW 0mK oy

Copyright © 2008 eMishnah.com All Rights Reserved.
Excerpted from "The Mishnah: A New Integrated Translation and Commentary"
Distributed by Israel Book Shop (732) 901-3009



Nop KILAYIM 4

them [the rows of vines] above [the
fence, even if the fence is higher than
ten handbreadths], they do combine.
®) If one has planted two rows [of two
vines in each, without another one
projecting like a tail] and there are not
eight cubits between them, he may not
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introduce seed there [i.e., in the space

intervening between the two rows, because they form enough of a vineyard to
forbid sowing in the middle of it, even though for the purposes of sowing on the
outer sides they are not regarded as forming a vineyard, but as mere individual
vines. If, however, there are eight cubits (apart from the ground occupied by the
vines) between them, the two rows (of two vines each) are regarded as separate,
unrelated rows, and one may sow, even between them, at a distance of six
handbreadths from the vines on either side.] If there are three [rows, of two vines
each; this constitutes a full-fledged vineyard]; if between one row and its
companion [row, i.e., between one and the next] there are not sixteen cubits [the
size of a karahat of a vineyard — see Mishnah 1], he may not introduce seed
there. Rabbi Eliezer ben Yaakov says in the name of Hanina ben Hakhinai, If,
even the middle row was laid waste, and between one row and its companion
there are not sixteen cubits [three rows constitute a full-fledged vineyard, and
sowing in either inter-row space is permitted only when each of the latter space
measures sixteen cubits. If the middle row is razed, thereby causing the character
of the vineyard to cease, with all this implies, still] he may not introduce seed
there [having once been a vineyard, it remains a vineyard even if the middle row
is razed, and a full-size karahat, i.e., of sixteen cubits, is required, if the inter-row
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space is to be sown]; although, had he,

from the outset, planted [just] these

[two rows], it would have been

permitted [to sow between them] if

they were eight cubits [apart,

according to the beginning of this
Mishnah].

) If one has planted his vineyard on
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there were sixteen cubits only after the

elimination of one row or more], it is permissible to introduce other seed there
[at a distance from the vines of only six handbreadths. Since these are considered
as individual rows of vines, and not a vineyard]. Rabbi Yehudah said, It
happened at Zalmon that a man planted his vineyard on [a plan of] sixteen cubits
to every inter-space; [one year] he turned the tips of the vine branches of two
[adjacent rows] towards each other [as arches], and sowed the empty space [not
covered by this archway, leaving six handbreadths clear of the vines, on either
side], and the following year, he turned the tips of the vine branches in the
opposite direction, and sowed the land which had been covered by the arch and
left untilled [the preceding year]. The matter came before the Sages, and they
declared it permissible. Rabbi Meir and Rabbi Shimon say, Even if one has
planted one's vineyard on [a plan of] eight cubits [between every two rows], this
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is permitted [because then they are M NIRR (MAY) MY 2y

deemed as individual vines, and one

may sow seed at a distance of six handbreadths. Rabbi Meir and Rabbi Shimon

require sixteen cubits only when the empty space has been formed by the

elimination of some vines; however, if at the outset, one leaves eight cubits, this
too, is sufficient].
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