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Mishnah Hallah, chapter 1

[Scripture states: “When you arrive to
the Land which I am bringing you
there, And it will be when you eat
from the bread of the Land, you shall
set aside a portion for the Lord”
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(Numbers 15:18 ff.). This portion was

to be given to the priest and is referred to as hallah.] (1) Five species of grain
make one liable for the laws of hallah: wheat, barley, spelt, oats and rye, [since
these are referred to as bread, they are compared to the “bread of affliction,”
(Deuteronomy 16:3) i.e., matzot, which must be made only from such dough that
has the ability to leaven, therefore, only these species of grain] are subject to
hallah. They may combine with each other [when mixed together as flour, or,
when rolled together, to make up the minimum amount of dough needed for
hallah to be separated from it. If, however, they were rolled separately and then
attached it would depend on whether the combined dough were of the same kind,
as we will learn later in 4:2]. And [these species] are subject to the prohibition
of hadash [that is, the new crop which may not be eaten] before [the offering of
the omer on the second day of] Pesah and [are subject to the prohibition of]
harvesting [the new crop] before the omer (see Leviticus 23:10 ff.). If they took
root prior to the [harvesting of the] omer, the omer permits them, if not, they are
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prohibited until the next omer comes
[the following year].
2 On Pesah one who eats an
olive-sized piece of matzah made from
any of these species has fulfilled his
obligation. [If he ate] an olive-sized
piece of hametz [made from any of
for [the
penalty of] karet. If one of these has

these species] he is liable

become mixed with other species [and
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he kept them in his possession over

Pesah] he transgresses the laws of Pesah [X31” 921 738 92 (see Tosfot Yom Tov
chapter 3 Pesahim)]. If one vowed to abstain from bread [N®] and grain produce
[AX12n], he is prohibited from eating any of these [five] species; these are the
words of Rabbi Meir. The Sages say: If he vows from dagan he, too, is
prohibited these species only [however, according to Rabbi Meir, dagan implies
any kind of grain including other species of grain that are piled up]. They [these

species] are subject to [both] hallah and tithes.

(3) However, the following are subject to hallah, but are not subject to tithing:
leket [gleanings which fall during the harvest (Leviticus 19:9)] shikha [forgotten
sheaves left in the field (Deuteronomy 24:19)] and peah [corners of the field
which are left for the poor (Leviticus 19:9)] and ownerless [produce, this is
deduced from the verse regarding tithes which states: “And the Levite — because
he has no portion ... with you” (Deuteronomy 14:29), thus exempting tithes,
from that which he does have a portion with you]. And first tithes [which were
taken by the Levite before the Israclite set aside ferumah gedolah for the priest]
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from which ferumah [i.e., terumat
ma'aser] had been given [by the
Levite, thus exempting the produce
from the tithe of fterumah gedolah).
And redeemed, consecrated produce
and ma'aser sheni [which became

such, before the fixing of liability for
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terumah or tithing was set, i.e., while

the produce was still in stalk form and was redeemed after it has been piled, (had
the produce been redeemed before it was piled, since it would be private produce
at the time liability was fixed, there would be no exemption of terumah or
tithes)]. And the [redeemed] leftovers from the [eifah of barley flour from which
the tenth eifah of] omer [was separated and offered]. [The rule is, that if the
obligation of priestly dues is fixed at a time when the produce is consecrated they
are exempt.] So, too, grain which had not yet grown one third [is exempt from
tithes, but since the flour made from such produce has the ability to leaven, it is
obligated in Aallah]. Rabbi Eliezer said: Grain which has not yet grown one third
is [not only exempt from tithes but is also] exempt from hallah [since Scripture
compares hallah to terumah by stating: “You shall set aside a loaf as a portion

like the gift of the threshing floor” (Numbers 15:20)].

@) The following are subject to tithes, but are exempt from hallah, rice, millet,
poppy, sesame, pulse [or any other species of produce that do not leaven] and
[dough made from] less than [slightly more than] five fourths of a kav [i.e., one
and a quarter kav, which is approximately two and a half liters, of the five grains
enumerated in the first Mishnah], sufganim [loaves baked from spongy dough],
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honey cakes, dumplings, pan-fried
cakes, and meduma [a mixture of
terumah and non-sacred produce,
where the whole is treated as terumah
and therefore not subject to hallah].
(5) A dough intended as [sufganim]
spongy dough and ended up as spongy

dough is exempt from hallah [as in the
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previous Mishnah, however], if it was

intended to be a regular dough and ended up as spongy dough, or, if it was
intended as spongy dough, but ended up to be a regular dough, it is subject to
hallah. So, too, knuvkaot [a type of children's cereal, produced from cooked

bread crumbs], is subject [to hallah].
(6) [One Tanna taught:] A me'isah dough [made from flour placed in boiling
water]; the School of Shammai exempt [from Aallah] while the School of Hillel
obligate. [While another Tanna taught the opposite:] Hachlita dough [made from
boiling water poured onto flour, which for all practical purposes is the same as
me'isah dough]; the School of Shammai obligate, while the School of Hillel
exempt [from hallah. The halachah is, if it is baked in an oven, it is obligated
and if scalded or fried it is exempt]. Regarding the loaves of thanksgiving and
the unleavened wafers of the nazir — if he made them for himself [to be used
for his offering, it is thus treated as consecrated dough and] he is exempt, but if
he made them to sell [since if he fails to sell them he would eat them himself,
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they are not consecrated and] they are
subject [to hallah].
(7) If a baker made leaven [to be used
as yeast, consisting of a sufficient
quantity to be subject to hallah and
intended] to divide it up [and sell it to
several woman] it is subject to hallah
[though the individual pieces after
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being divided don't have the sufficient
quantity to be subject to hallah. The
reason for this, is that if he will not succeed in selling it he will bake it all as one
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lump]. However, if several women gave [flour] to a baker to make leaven for
them and there isn't included therein the minimum quantity belonging to any one
person in the group [though if it is all lumped together (see Rabbi Akiva Eiger)]
it is exempt from hallah.
(8) Regarding dough for dogs [made from flour and bran]: As long as [not too,
much bran is mixed in and thus] shepherds would eat from it, it [is considered
bread and] is subject to Ahallah. And [since it is considered bread] one may make
an eruv and effect shittuf [procedures] with it [which allow the carrying to and
from houses in a courtyard and to and from several courtyards into an adjoining
alley on Shabbat, respectively] and one recites a blessing before [eating it] and
[three] recite the zimmun invitation over it [before grace after meals] and it may
be cooked on a festival and one fulfills his obligation with it [if it was baked into
matzah and eaten] on Pesah. If, however [it contains so much, bran so that],
shepherds do not eat from it, it is [thus not considered bread and] not subject to
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hallah, nor may one make an eruv or
shittuf with it and one does not recite
a blessing before [eating it] nor, does
one recite the zimmun invitation over
it, nor may it be cooked on the festival
and one does not fulfill his obligation
with it on Pesah. In either case [since
it is edible in an emergency] it is
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susceptible to [the] defilement [of
food, if it came into contact with a defiling agent, unless the mixture of the bran
was so great, that it is unfit even for dog food].

9 Regarding hallah and terumah: One is subject to the penalty of death [from
Heaven if eaten by a non-priest] and [if eaten unintentionally he pays back the
principal to its owner and] the repayment of the additional fifth [to any priest].
And [thus obviously] are forbidden to non-priests. And they are the possession
of the priest [who may sell them to other priests and buy with it other
possessions]. [If they got mixed up with other produce] they are neutralized in
one hundred and one and [if they are handled] they require washing of the hands
[before touching so as not to defile them] and they require [one who is defiled,
who has immersed in a mikvah] the setting of the sun [in order to eat of them].
They may not be set aside [as terumah or hallah] from pure [produce, or, dough,]
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for defiled [produce, or, dough,] and 373 92 WXy .M3T 1277 1 PRI

they may be set aside [as terumah or 7y 0173 X X2 770 *noy 931 N

hallah] only for that which is nearby, IR VYW

and from that which its preparation has

been completed. If one says: All [the produce on] my threshing floor is terumah,

or: All my [rolled] dough is hallah, he has said nothing, unless he has some
leftover.

XMID21 7772y 1127
217p O WD (DT PMAT TR KON 1IHUM PIKT D2 AN §RImT 11 0N oMnaw
9T $NXPR MW 1Y 10w YI%3nNwn T9m NaRn Tnuw SMRAT DA 1R mno
D712 W W (VA1 MWD 2 203 mm

Copyright © 2008 eMishnah.com All Rights Reserved.
Excerpted from "The Mishnah: A New Integrated Translation and Commentary"
Distributed by Israel Book Shop (732) 901-3009





