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Mishnah Eruvin, chapter 9

1) All the roofs of a town constitute a
single domain [and one may carry
from one to the other, even though no
eruv was made between any of the
buildings], provided that no roof is ten
handbreadths higher or lower than the
neighbouring roof; these are the words
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of Rabbi Meir. [Rabbi
concerned that if it were permitted to carry even when the roofs are over ten

Meir is

handbreadths higher or lower from one another, a person, while standing in a
public domain, may come to deposit something onto a pedestal which is ten
handbreadths high and has an area of four handbreadths square, thereby
transferring from a public to a private domain.] The Sages however say: Each
roof is a separate domain [and carrying is prohibited from one to the other].
Rabbi Shimon says: Roofs, courtyards and karpaifs [i.e., an enclosure of less than
two bet se'ah used for storage purposes (see above 2:3), since these areas have
no defined use and are not used on a steady basis] are all equally regarded as
one domain regarding carrying from one into the other, objects that were there
when the Sabbath began, but not regarding objects that were in the house when
the Sabbath began [even if he made an eruv and it was permissible for him to
carry from his house into the courtyard on the Sabbath, still he may not now bring
them into any of the aforementioned areas].
2) If a large roof was adjacent to a smaller roof [and both roofs had fences or
(halachically considered fences through gud asik, see Tosfot Yom Tov) around
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them, however, where the large roof
opened up into the smaller roof, the
smaller roof was less than ten cubits
wide (and was not fenced)] the use of
the larger one is permitted [since the
space opening up into the smaller roof
is less than ten cubits and the wider
roof is fenced on either side of the gap,
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therefore, it is viewed only as an

entrance and is considered properly enclosed on all four sides, separating it
halachically from the small roof. As a result, the residents of the small roof do
not restrict upon those of the larger roof] while use of the small one, is forbidden
[since an entire side is completely open to the larger porch it is not considered
separated from the larger roof; subsequently, the residents of the larger roof
restrict upon the residents of the smaller roof unless an eruv was prepared (see
preface to chapter 6)]. If the wall of a large courtyard fell into a small courtyard
[so that the small courtyard is now fully opened into the larger courtyard], the
use of the larger one is permitted but that of the smaller one is forbidden, [the
larger one is permitted] because the gap is regarded as an entrance to the larger
[courtyard]. If there was a breach in a wall between a courtyard and the public
domain [wider than ten cubits, the area where the wall once stood now becomes
part of the public domain (see Tosfot Yom Tov) and therefore], anyone who
carries any object from that area into a private domain or from a private domain
into it, is liable; these are the words of Rabbi Eliezer. The Sages however say:
Whether a man carried an object from it into the public domain or from the public
domain into it, he is exempt [from liability, however, it is prohibited] because it

has the same status as a karmelit [— neither public nor private domain].
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3) If a breach was made in two sides
of a courtyard towards a public
domain [i.e., a corner fence was
breached, on the Sabbath] and so also,
if a breach was made in two sides [i.e.,
a corner wall] of a house or if the
[upper] cross-beam or side-post of an
alley (see above 1:1) was removed, the

residents are permitted their use for
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that Sabbath but forbidden on future

Sabbaths; these are the words of Rabbi Yehudah. Rabbi Yose says: If they are
permitted their use on that Sabbath, they are also permitted on future Sabbaths
and if they are forbidden on future Sabbaths, they are forbidden on that Sabbath
[the rule that once an area was permitted during part of the Sabbath it maintains
its status the entire Sabbath, is not applicable to collapsed partitions, and

therefore, its use is forbidden on that Sabbath, as well].

4 If one builds an upper story on top of two houses [situated on either side of
a public domain, thus covering it] and so too, in the case of a bridge [which has
foundation walls on either side of the bridge but] where one can travel beneath
the bridge from one side to the other, the movement of objects under these on
the Sabbath is permitted [the principle of pi tikrah — the edge of a roof is
considered extended to the ground, is utilized, thereby, we view the area
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halachically as having four partitions]; ~ °27 K 11371: .r‘;pix oM LTI 27
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But the Sages forbid this [the principle J0IR

of pi tikra cannot be used where the

missing walls are opposite each other and people could walk straight through].
Furthermore, Rabbi Yehudah said: An eruv may be prepared for an alley that is
a thoroughfare [since it has two walls it is not considered a public domain,
Biblically, and therefore, the rules of eruv apply], but the Sages forbid this [two

walls are not sufficient to remove the classification of a public domain].
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