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Mishnah Eruvin, chapter 8

(1) How is a communal eruv arranged
in connection with Sabbath limits?
One sets down a barrel and says:
Behold this is for all the inhabitants of
my town [i.e., even those who did not
contribute their share] for anyone who
may desire to go to a house of
mourning or to a house of feasting
[i.e., a wedding; the Mishnah gives
these examples to let us know that only
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for a dvar mitzvah may one make use

of an eruv tehumin]; anyone who accepted [to rely on the eruv] while it was yet
day [i.e., he was notified before the Sabbath] is permitted [to enjoy its benefits,
but if one did so] after dusk this is forbidden since no eruv may be prepared after

dusk.

(2) What must be its quantity? Food for two meals for each person [utilizing the
eruv, since the eruv is essentially a home base, therefore, there must be sufficient
food for dining on the Sabbath for each person utilizing the eruv]. The quantity
of the food [per meal is as] one usually eats [at a meal] on weekdays and not on
the Sabbath; these are the words of Rabbi Meir [Rabbi Meir maintains that one
eats more on the Sabbath]. Rabbi Yehudah says: As on the Sabbath and not as
on weekdays, and both intended to give the more lenient ruling [Rabbi Yehudah
maintains: Since on the Sabbath people eat three meals, therefore, they are likely
to eat less per meal on the Sabbath than on a weekday]. Rabbi Yohanan ben
Beroka says: Not less than a loaf that is purchased for a Dupondium when the
price of wheat measuring four se'ah is a sela [i.e., a loaf the size of six eggs is
enough for two meals]. Rabbi Shimon says: Two thirds of a loaf in which there
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are three loaves to a kav, [ie., two %0 .2p2 Wown 1227 niv "AY ,MmiX
thirds of a loaf which was baked from  :1M37 n§ 2iop% ™30 "M ,yam0 m2?
a third of a kav, the size of a loaf X?) WMWY NoDI "WIX] 737 "WIX A
which totals five and a third eggs (1/3  .nopMM2 ,0°MDY MY A3 22 127w
kav = 8 eggs, 2/3 of 8 = 5.33)], half of

this loaf is the size prescribed for a leprous house [i.e., the time it takes to eat a
meal (which is equal to half this loaf) is the time required for one to remain in
a leprous house in order to defile the clothing he is wearing in addition to
becoming defiled himself)] and [if one consumes defiled food] the half of the
half [i.e., 1/4] of the size [of this loaf], that will [Rabbinically] render one's body

unfit [to eat terumah].

(3 If the tenants of a courtyard and the tenants on its gallery forgot to join
together in an eruv [i.e., a two-story building; the apartments on the ground level
open up into a courtyard, the upper level also has several apartments that open
up into a porch-like structure which has stairs leading into the lower level
courtyard. If the tenants of each made individual eruvin and forgot to join with
each other, any mound or stockpile, standing], any level that is higher than ten
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handbreadths [from the ground, and
less than ten handbreadths below the
gallery] belongs to the gallery [and
only the upper tenants may use this
area] and any [mound or stockpile
standing at a], lower level [than ten
handbreadths] belongs [also] to the
courtyard [and therefore, both the
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upper and lower levels are restricted in

the use of this area]. The bank around a cistern or a rock that is ten handbreadths
high [and less than ten handbreadths below the gallery] belongs to the gallery,
but if it is lower, it belongs [also] to the courtyard [and its use would be restricted
for the tenants of both levels]. This, however, applies only to one that is near to
the gallery, but for one that is far from it, even if ten handbreadths high belongs
[also] to the courtyard [and its use would be restricted for the tenants of both
levels]. And what is considered near? Anything that is not further than four

handbreadths [away].

@) If a man deposits his eruv in a guardhouse, a colonnade, or a gallery it is not
a valid eruv [the eruv is not considered placed within one of the houses of the
courtyard] and one who lives there [who didn't join in the eruv] does not impose
any restrictions [he is not considered a resident of the courtyard]. An eruv
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deposited in a straw-shed, a barn, a
woodshed or storehouse is valid and
anyone who lives in it [and didn't
the eruv]
restrictions [upon the courtyard].
Rabbi Yehudah says: If the owner has
any storage rights [in those areas], the

participate in imposes

tenant imposes no restrictions.
(5) If a man left his house and went to
spend his Sabbath in another town,
whether he was heathen (see above
6:1) or Jewish, he imposes restrictions
on the residents of the courtyard; these

P Parey 178

1070, NMRING 17227 0U%YT 1227 paT
AT 027 .(°%Y) ToiX 00 ITm Ay
727 Y2 5Y 77 novdR oY W oX , MR
Tom1 M2 NR a7 :(0PY) oI IR
MR WM AW PY3 niayy
27 STRR "2 7727 0 7 O
;MR 0P v27 oI PR MR AT
TIT PRV 0K IR PX7R7 70K 703
WX iy 27 .nawa Ry oxwn
iR2 Y3X NiaY’ 72m "2 NX 0737 19BN
:32%% ¥°07 722% 0 X,V ANiXD
W PRZ PX DTSN C0Y PAY i )
7923 n¥mn 2 Wy 12 OX KPR ,N2w32

are the words of Rabbi Meir. Rabbi

Yehudah says: He does not impose restrictions [an absentee tenant is not
considered a resident]. Rabbi Yose [agrees that [an absentee tenant is not
considered a resident, but] says: A gentile [still] imposes restrictions [because he
may return on the Sabbath], but a Jew does not impose any restrictions because
it is not usual for a Jew to return on the Sabbath. Rabbi Shimon says: Even if he
left his house and went to spend the Sabbath with his daughter in the same town
he imposes no restriction since [we say that] he has no intention of returning

[until after the Sabbath].

(6) A cistern located between two courtyards [each having their own individual
eruv]: no water may be drawn from it on the Sabbath [since the cistern was not
partitioned he is, in effect, drawing water from the other courtyard into his own,
which is prohibited unless they have a joint eruv] unless a partition ten
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handbreadths high has been made for
it, either above [i.e., one handbreadth
of the partition, below water level, the
remaining nine handbreadths above
the
handbreadths of the partition, below

water], below [i.e., nine

water level the remaining handbreadth
above the water] or [even if it doesn't
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its rim [and has the appearance of a  @YM T °27 X NN DN 1170
partition]. Rabbi Shimon ben Gamliel

stated The School of Shammai says: [only a partition located nine handbreadths]
Below [the water level and one above is a valid partition] and the School of Hillel
says: [only a partition located nine handbreadths] Above [the water level and one
below is a valid partition]. Rabbi Yehudah said: Placing [an additional] partition
[to separate the pit] should not be more effective than the [existing] intervening
wall [separating the two courtyards which goes along the center of the cistern,
i.e., the partition does not have to enter the rim of the pit at all and no additional

partition is required].

(7) A canal [since it flows from a river is considered a karmelit — an area not
considered public domain nor private domain (see Shabbat 6a)] that passes
through a [private] courtyard; no water may be drawn from it on the Sabbath
[since it is prohibited from transferring from a karmelit to a private domain]
unless it was furnished with a partition [inside the rim of the canal, clearly
indicating the partition was made specifically for the enclosure of the canal] ten
handbreadths high, at its entrance [into the private property] and [at the] exit.
Rabbi Yehudah says: The wall above it [separating the courtyard from the public
domain] is considered a partition [even if it is not in the rim (see previous
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Mishnah)]. Rabbi Yehudah said: It
actually happened with the canal of
[the city] Abel that water [which
flowed through private courtyards]
was drawn from the canal on the
Sabbath, on the authority of the Sages.
They replied: because it was not of the
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prescribed size [the water passing
through did not have the dimensions necessary to establish it as a karmelit, i.e.,
ten handbreadths deep by four handbreadths wide].

(8) A balcony that was situated above a stretch of water: no water may be drawn
[through a hole within the balcony] on the Sabbath, unless it was furnished with
a partition ten handbreadths high, either above [i.e., a balcony fence] or below
[an inverted fence, starting from the floor of the balcony going downwards
towards the water, ten handbreadths; in these cases, we are able to use the
principle of gud ahis i.e., the partition is viewed halachically as if it extended
all the way down to the water]. So too, two balconies one above the other [and
the holes through which they would draw the water were aligned one over the
other], if they [both those who live on top and those who live on the bottom]
made a partition for the upper one but not for the lower one, restrictions are
imposed on the use of both [since they are partners in the upper fence it is
considered as two people living in one courtyard in which the law states they
may not carry unless an eruv is made], until they have prepared a joint eruv [in
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a case where the lower balcony was
fenced, both would still be prohibited
from drawing water, the top balcony,
because it was not partitioned and the
bottom balcony, since the people on
the top level have a “right of way”
(drawing water through the hole of the
bottom balcony) they restrict upon the
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others].
) If [the area of] a courtyard was less than four cubits [squared, or its
equivalent], no water may be poured out [of his house] into it on the Sabbath
[since there isn't enough land to absorb the water, it will flow into public domain]
unless it was provided with a pit holding two se'ah [the usual daily amount of
water one pours from his house] below its opening, irrespective [of whether the
pit was dug] outside [his courtyard, i.e., he dug the pit in public domain abutting
the courtyard] or inside [his courtyard], except that if it was outside, it is
necessary to cover [it, the pit once covered becomes separated from the public
domain] and if it was inside [his courtyard], it is unnecessary to cover [the pit].
(10) Rabbi Eliezer ben Yaakov says: If a [drainage] canal [extending from the
courtyard into a public domain] were covered [an area of] four cubits [squared]
in the public domain, it is permitted to pour water into it on the Sabbath [from
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the courtyard, since it has an area of
four cubits to absorb the water], but
the Sages say: Even if the [gutter on
the] roof or the [canal in the] courtyard
was a hundred cubits in area [before
reaching the public domain], water
may not be poured directly into the
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drain [since the water flowing out on

the other side of the cover is completely open for all to see, people will think he
poured the water into the drain close by the public domain]. But it may be poured
upon the roof from which the water flows into the drain. [Referring to Mishnah
9, above which states “If (the area of) a courtyard was less than four cubits
(squared, or its equivalent) no water may be poured out (from his house) into it,”
however,] a courtyard and a colonnade may be combined to make up the

prescribed four cubits.
(11) And in the case of two upper stories opposite each other [with a courtyard
less than the prescribed 4 cubits squared, opening up from them, into which they
would pour their water], the tenants of one made a pit [holding 2 se'ah of liquid]
and those of the other did not, [if the two of them did not make an eruv then]
those who made the pit are permitted to pour down their water, whereas those
who did not make any pit, are forbidden.
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