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Mishnah Eruvin, chapter 7

(1) If between two courtyards there was
[a wall and] a window of four by four
handbreadths [was situated] within ten
handbreadths [from the ground], the
two
[separately, being that there is a wall

tenants may prepare eruvin
separating them] or, if they prefer,
they may prepare one [together, since

there is a window between them] if
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[the size of the window was] less than

four by four handbreadths [this is not considered a legitimate opening between
the two] or [it was situated] higher than ten handbreadths from the ground
[resulting that a full legal wall of ten handbreadths, separates the two courtyards

and therefore] two eruvin may be prepared but not one.

) If a wall between two courtyards was ten handbreadths high and four
handbreadths thick, two eruvin may be prepared but not one [the only legal
requirement for a wall to be considered a valid partition is its height, as its
thickness is of no consequence; our Mishnah states the case of the wall having a
thickness of four handbreadths only as an introduction to the following case]. If
there was fruit on the top of it [i.e., on the four handbreadths thickness of the
wall] the tenants on either side may climb up and eat them, provided they do not
carry them down [since the wall was four handbreadths thick at a height of ten,
it has a status as being its own domain. However, if it were less than four
handbreadths wide, the residents of each courtyard would be permitted to carry
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the fruit down, as well]. If a breach to
the extent of ten cubits was made in
the wall, the tenants may prepare two
[separate] eruvin or if they prefer, only
one because it [the breach] is like a
doorway [therefore, it does not
invalidate the partition, if they choose
to make two eruvin. Yet, there still is
easy access between the two and
therefore, if they prefer, they can make

one eruv]. If the breach was greater
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[than ten, thereby invalidating the
partition between the two courtyards], only one eruv may be prepared; two may
not be prepared.
@3) If a trench between two courtyards was ten handbreadths deep and four
handbreadths wide [and completely separated the two courtyards] two [separate]
eruvin must be prepared instead of one, even if it [the trench] was filled with
stubble or straw [since the owner will likely remove it to use as feed, this is not
a permanent fill]. If, however, it was full of earth or gravel [i.e., a more
permanent fill] only one eruv may be prepared, instead of two.
4) If a board four handbreadths wide was placed across it [the trench to serve
as a bridge] and so too, [in a case] where two balconies were opposite one
another [and they placed a board across them], the tenants may prepare two
eruvin or, if they prefer, only one [the bridge is viewed as a door between the
two courtyards and therefore has the same law as in Mishnah 1 above]. If the
board was of a lesser width [than four handbreadths], two eruvin may be
prepared, but not one.
(5) If a haystack between two courtyards was ten handbreadths high [effectively
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separating the two courtyards] two
eruvin must be prepared, instead of
one. The tenants of the one courtyard
may feed their cattle at their side and
those of the other courtyard may feed
theirs in the other side [we do not fear
that the animals will eat so much on a
single Sabbath to invalidate the wall of
hay thereby invalidating the eruv, (the
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animals would have to eat an area of 72 W °12n  ,D°IYIdT INOOY)
ten cubits by ten handbreadths since a

breach ten handbreadths high but less than ten cubits wide would be viewed as
an entrance and would not invalidate the wall)]. If the height of the haystack was
reduced to less than ten handbreadths [in an area of over ten cubits of the wall,

only], one eruv may be prepared, but not two.

(6) How is shituf in an alley effected? One [of the residents] places a jar [with
liquid or food (see, Mishnah 8)] and declares that this belongs to all the residents
of the alley and he confers possession to them through the hand of his grown-up
son or daughter, through the hand of his Jewish manservant or maidservant or
through the hand of his wife [these, being independent of him, may pick up the
jar and say: We are hereby taking possession of the jar on behalf of all the
residents of the courtyards] but he may not confer possession either through his
son or daughter if they are minors or through his Canaanite slave or slave-woman
because their hand is as his hand [since they are his possessions, it is as if he
took it from his right hand and placed it into his left hand, which is not

considered a proper transfer of possession].
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(7 If the food was reduced [from its
proper amount, one of the residents]
must add to it and again confer
possession [upon others], but there is
no need to inform them. If the number
of residents has increased, he must add
food and confer possession [upon
them] and [in a case where there were
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three courtyards, the middle one

opening up both into the alley of the left courtyard and also into the alley of the
right courtyard, and the merging with one will preclude usage of the other alley,
in such a case] they must be informed of the facts [i.e., one may not confer
possession on behalf of the residents without their knowledge, since one of the

residents may prefer to use the other alley].
(8 What is the quantity required? When the residents are many [18 or more
people], there should be food sufficient for two meals [for one person and this
is enough] for all of them [i.e., 18 dried figs] and when they are few [i.e., fewer
than 18 people], there should be food the size of a dried fig as [is the minimum
size] in [the prohibition of] carrying on the Sabbath, for each one.

(9) Rabbi Yose ruled: This applies only when first establishing the eruv, but in
the case of the remnants of an eruy [i.e., a previously established eruv in which
the food set aside diminished in size], even the smallest quantity of food is
sufficient, since the sole reason for the injunction to provide eruvin for courtyards
[after shituf had already merged all the residents who use the alleyways] being
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that it [the law of eruvin of courtyards]

should not be
children.

(10) With all [types of food and liquid]

may an eruv [tehumin] and a shituf be

forgotten by the

effected [and regarding the merging of
courtyards which requires bread, all
types of bread (even small pieces) may
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be used] except water or salt; these are

the words of Rabbi Eliezer. Rabbi Yehoshua says: [Only] a whole loaf of bread
is a valid eruv [for the shituf — merging of courtyards] even if it were baked
from one se'ah [of flour which is an extremely large amount]. If it is broken [in
pieces], it is not valid for an eruv, while a loaf [baked from a small amount of
flour which is] worth an issur, may be used for an eruv, provided it is whole
[however, there must be enough of these loaves to meet the minimum

requirement of food, namely the equivalent of a dried fig for each member].

(11) A man may give a ma'ah [a coin] to a shopkeeper or a baker in order that
he acquire a share in the eruv [i.e., when the other residents come for an eruv
collection to the shopkeeper or baker, he should give them a share for him]; these
are the words of Rabbi Eliezer. But the Sages say: His money acquires no share
for him [because money does not cause possession of articles; an article must be
picked up in order to acquire ownership, here his participation in the eruv
consists of contributing money and money does not make an eruv], though they
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agree that in the case of all other men,
[not a shopkeeper or baker] his money
may acquire one [i.e., he gave him the
money not to purchase bread, but
rather, to act as his proxy and join in
the eruv for him] since an eruv may be
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prepared only with one's consent [and

therefore, in the case of the shopkeeper or baker, since he only bought the items
but did not declare Be my proxy and make this eruv for me, his participation is
not valid] Said Rabbi Yehudah: this applies only to eruvin of Sabbath limits [eruv
tehumin] but, in the case of eruvin of courtyards, one may be prepared for a
person irrespective of whether he is aware of it or not, since a benefit may be
conferred on a man, in his absence, but no [possible] disadvantage may be
imposed on him, in his absence [therefore, in the case of the Sabbath limit, one
cannot serve as a proxy for his friend without his knowledge, (since he may have
preferred his original two thousand cubit radius of his home over the new two

thousand cubit radius from the eruv)].
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