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Mishnah Eruvin, chapter 5

1) How does one extend the tehum
[i.e., Shabbat boundaries] of towns?
[If] one house is [built] receding [into
the and] the
protruding [outward], one tower built

city other house
receding [into the wall, the other]
tower built extending [out of the wall,

or] if there were ruins [of old houses]
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ten handbreadths high [within a
karpeif distance from the city, i.e., an
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area of seventy and a fraction cubits (see above 2:3)] or bridges or mausoleums
that contain residences [for the toll collector or guard], one extends the
measurement from them [i.e., one draws a line from the outermost point of the
city in each direction] in the form of a rectangular tablet so that one also gains
the use of the corners.
(2) A karpeif [the automatic extension of a city by seventy and a fraction cubits]
is given to every town; these are the words of Rabbi Meir. However, the Sages
say: The law regarding karpeif was stated only when between two towns: [i.e.,]
if this one has seventy and a fraction and this one has seventy and a fraction, the
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T3P ERUVIN 5

karpeif [of each] combines them into

one [town, so that residents of one

town can walk two thousand cubits

past the other town. The halachah
follows the view of the Sages.]

3) So too, where three towns are

situated in the form of a triangle: if
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[town A, the imaginary vertex angle, is

situated above two other towns and is no further than two thousand cubits away,
then, if hypothetically, one can lower city A in between the other two cities, B
and C and now after this insertion, if] between the two outer towns there are one
hundred and forty-one and a third cubits [i.e., if between (the lowered center)
city A and city B there are no more than one hundred and forty-one and a third
cubits, (i.e., a seventy and two thirds cubit extension for each city) and between
A and C there are no more than one hundred and forty-one and a third cubits,

then], the middle town causes all three to become as one.

@) [The two thousand cubit] Sabbath limit may be measured only with a [linen]
rope of fifty cubits, neither shorter [one has a tendency to stretch it out very tight
and will actually lengthen the Sabbath limit] nor longer [the weight of the rope
will hang, thereby shortening the Shabbath limit] and one may measure only
while holding the end of the rope at the level of his heart [because, if one would
hold at the level of his head and the other at his heart, it would not be an accurate
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measurement]. If, in the course of  ¥°37) .InTn% wim iy7%2m 1737 X X727
measuring, the surveyor reached a  XP¥ 72721 ,(inTn? MM Woan a7
valley or a [mound made up of fallen] 112 ,i¥°727% %127 i°X OX .0IA? PN XY
wall [less than fifty cubits] he spans it~ *27 DIWn °K3* °27 "2 ’xr)pﬁ 27 MR
[in the case of the valley, a person 072 PIRRY CRYRY ,RR

stands on either side, and measures the

air space; in the case of a mound they hold up the rope with poles, even though
one walking would have to walk a greater distance. If the valley or hill is greater
than fifty cubits at the place where they are measuring, they may go to the
beginning of the valley or hill where the span measures less than fifty and take
the measurement there] and he resumes his measuring [at the original location];
if he reaches a mountain, he spans it [as above] and resumes his measuring [at
the original location. When do we say the law, that the surveyors may leave their
places to measure at another location and then return to resume their measuring?]
Only when they do not go beyond the Sabbath limit [people seeing the surveyors
will assume incorrectly that the area they are measuring is within the tehum]. If
he is unable to span it [i.e., it is a very large mountain] — in connection with
this Rabbi Dostai bar Rabbi Yannai stated in the name of Rabbi Meir: I have
heard that hills are treated as though they were pierced [i.e., it is measured with
a rope of four cubits, one raises one end to heart level, the second, standing
higher on the mountain, lowers the rope to foot level thereby assuring that the

rope is level at all times and then they keep repeating this process].
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(5) [The Sabbath limit of a town] is
measured only by an expert. If he
extended the [Sabbath] limit at one
[the northeast
shortened it at another point [the

point corner] and
northwest corner], the extended limit
is observed [and the northwest corner

is extended]. If [two experts measured

m P9 Py 156

OipR? 727 IR 1R KPR PTTR TX T
Dipn? Pyniv NN Dipn? bym I
PyniY MK vym XY 127 12
R R A o = e e
MR XY N2W oImn XD Ty i
Ty 1 R KPX TR 137 DX ORIN
A2 DR PR 012 Ny T Y
DY TIWR PR T 2 Ny 0037 P

and] there was a greater distance for

one and a shorter distance for the other, the greater distance is observed.
Furthermore, even a slave or a maid are believed when they say “The Sabbath
limit reached until here,” since the Sages did not enact the law [of two thousand
cubits (see Tosfot Yom Tov)] in order to add restrictions but in order to relax

them [and therefore, when in question, we extend rather than shorten].

6) If a town that belonged to an individual [i.e., an individual owned the real
estate and leased out the town to the individual inhabitants] was converted into
one belonging to many [they bought their homes] one eruv [i.c., shituf permitting
the inhabitants to carry] may be provided for all the town [i.e., they make the
eruv as they did previously when the town belonged to an individual, the town
retaining its status as a private town] but if a town belonged to many and was
later converted into one belonging to an individual, we may not make a single
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eruv for the whole town [since a single
eruv cannot be made for a public town
and this town still retains its status as
a public town] unless a section of it,
such as the size of the town of
Hadashah in Judea which contains
fifty residents is excluded [from the
area of the eruv; the Rabbis instituted
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this law lest the people in this type of .13113]7? Rlgel 171’;'? TR IR NP

town forget that it is prohibited to 7Y X? , Wy P¢ AM2Y2 21y NX 10T
carry] so said Rabbi Yehudah. Rabbi

Shimon says: Three courtyards each of which contain two houses [must be
excluded. The halachah, is that the exclusion of one courtyard containing one

house is sufficient].

(7) If a man [returning home as the Sabbath set] was [in open field] in the east
[and had previously] instructed his son, “Prepare for me an eruv [tehum] in the
west” [or if he was] in the west and he instructed his son, “Prepare for me an
eruv in the east;” if the distance between him and his house was [within] two
thousand cubits and the [distance between him and his] eruv was more than this,
he is permitted to proceed to his house, but forbidden to proceed to the eruv. If
the distance to his eruv was [within] two thousand cubits and [the distance to]
his house more than this, he is forbidden to proceed to his house, but is permitted
to proceed to his eruv. If a man deposits his eruv within the [Sabbatic] extension
of town [i.e., the karpeif, sece above] his act is of no consequence [since he has
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two thousand cubits from there, TBX IPDX ,0MA? TN NI .00 X9
regardless]. If he deposited it even ¥ "WIX I :7°0D% X7 2WIW "0 00X
only one cubit beyond the limit, he WX X1 ,730p ¥ 22 NX 12700 17173
loses what he gains [i.e., if one placed ,7%°2 .72973 ¥ 22 nX 12900 navp Y
an eruv one thousand cubits from the

eastern border of the town, he may now walk two thousand cubits from his eruv
which is three thousand cubits from the city, a gain of one thousand cubits;
however, (if, two thousand cubits from the location of his eruv to the west, ends
at the end of town) he may now only proceed past the town to the west one
thousand cubits (the town itself is considered as four cubits) instead of the normal
two thousand, had he not made the eruv, a loss of one thousand cubits toward
the west (if, however, two thousand cubits from the location of his eruv to the
west ends in the middle of town he may not proceed further than that point, see

next Mishnah)].

(8) The people of a large town [where there is a small town nearby and this small
town's boundaries are within two thousand cubits of the large city] may walk
through the entire small town [when the small town is within the large town's two
thousand cubits, the small town is considered as four cubits], but the people of
the small town may not walk through the entire large town [they may only walk
two thousand cubits from their town and if this point ends in the middle of the
large city, they may not proceed further]. When is this so [that the man from the
small town may not walk through the entirety of the large town]? [When he walks
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solely on the basis of the boundary of
his town.] If however, a man from the
large town deposited his eruv in the
small town, [or if a man from the]
small town deposited his eruv in a
large town [in both cases], he may
walk through its entirety and two

thousand cubits beyond it. Rabbi
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Akiva rules: He is allowed to walk no  .X D'B9X 77 %I 772 X 7900 P17

further than two thousand cubits from  TWRY 7?1 123 Pyn A2IA op X33
the place of his eruv [Rabbi Akiva

maintains that the rule that an entire city is considered four cubits, are only for
people actually residing there. However, if one merely places his eruv there, the

town is not considered as four cubits for him].

(9) Said Rabbi Akiva to them: Do you not agree with me that if a man deposited
his eruv in a cave he may walk no further than two thousand cubits from the
place of his eruv [i.e., the cave itself is not considered as four cubits]? They
replied: When is this the case? Only where no people [can] dwell therein, but
where people [can] dwell therein one may walk through all of it and two thousand
cubits beyond it. Thus it follows that [where an eruv is deposited] within the cave
the law is more lenient than [where one is deposited] on the top of the cave
[because in the first case, the entire cave, as large as it may be, is only considered
as four cubits]. And to the one measuring of whom [the Rabbis] have [previously]
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spoken [in Mishnah 8, referring to the 7192 inTa Aio WXy ,o°EPX 2 Pani

one who resides in the small town that Ky iifan]

he is allowed only] a distance of two

thousand cubits, even if the end of his [permitted] measure [i.e., two thousand

cubits] terminated within a cave [and the cave itself is not considered as four
cubits].
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